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3 Parts of speech

Summary 3.1 Nouns. – 3.2 Verbs. – 3.3 Lexical expressions of inflectional categories. – 
3.4 Adjectives. – 3.5 Adverbials. – 3.6 Determiners. – 3.7 Pronouns. – 3.9 Conjunctions.

3DUWV�RI�VSHHFK�UHIHU�WR�WKH�FODVVLFDWLRQ�RI�GLೲHUHQW�FDWHJRULHV�RI�
lexical items based on their syntactic or morphological behavior. The 
two most studied parts of speech are nouns and verbs.

In the lexicon, we can distinguish between functional words, which 
form a closed class, and lexical/content words, which form an open 
class. Nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbials are lexical words, 
ZKLOH�SURQRXQV��DGSRVLWLRQV��FRQMXQFWLRQV��QXPHUDOV��TXDQWLHUV��
and interjections are functional words.

In LIS, and many other sign languages as well, it is not always 
HDV\�WR�LGHQWLI\�GLೲHUHQW�SDUWV�RI�VSHHFK��DQG�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�SDUW�
RI�VSHHFK�WKDW�D�JLYHQ�VLJQ�EHORQJV�WR�FDQ�EH�GLೲLFXOW�WRR��)RU�H[-
ample, many verbs have a nominal counterpart with the same (or a 
very similar) phonological form: in these cases, distinguishing the 
verb and the noun that are semantically related can be challenging. 
$QRWKHU�GLೲLFXOW\�LV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�QG�QRQ�PDQXDO�UHDOL-

sations for certain categories of parts of speech. For example, some 
adjectives can be expressed with a manual form, but may also be re-
alised non-manually when modifying a noun.

Moreover, there are elements listed as a category of parts of 
speech that in sign languages may have no manual realisation at all. 
This is, for example, the case of adpositions. Although in some cases 
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they can be expressed by a manual sign, very frequently the informa-
tion conveyed by an independent adposition is expressed by means 
of relative locations in the signing space. 

To determine the class a sign belongs to, it is therefore necessary 
WR�FRQVLGHU�GLೲHUHQW�DVSHFWV�� OLNH�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VHQWHQFH��WKH�
non-manual markers that accompany its production and if it agrees 
with other elements.

In LIS, we can identify the following categories: nouns, verbs, deter-
miners, adjectives, pronouns, adverbs, adpositions, and conjunctions.

3.1 Nouns

In a language, the function of a noun is primarily denotative. A noun 
usually denotes a person, place, entity, animal, idea, concept, etc. 
1RXQV�LQ�VLJQ�ODQJXDJHV�PD\�LQHFW�IRU�QXPEHU��EXW�UDUHO\�IRU�FDVH�DQG�
gender. In LIS, we can distinguish two types of nouns: common nouns 
and proper nouns, that will be analysed in the following sections.

3.1.1 Common nouns

Common nouns describe (classes of) entities, that can be concrete or 
abstract, like in the following examples: PAPER and HOPE, where the 
UVW�QDPH�LV�FRQFUHWH��ZKLOH�WKH�VHFRQG�LV�DEVWUDFW�

Common nouns can also be distinguished between countable and 
non-countable nouns. Countable nouns, such as CAT, can combine 
with numerals [LEXICON 3.10.1] and can be pluralised. On the other end, 
non-countable nouns, such as SUGAR, cannot combine with numerals, 
nor be pluralised.

In LIS, nouns can be used in a predicative function. LIS, as many 
other sign languages, does not have copula verbs [SYNTAX 2.1.4.1]. In the 
following example, we can see a construction in which the noun STU-
DENT functions as a nominal predicate.

BROTHER POSS1 STUDENT � 1
ވ��EURWKHU�LV�D�VWXGHQW\0އ

,W�IROORZV�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�LW�FDQ�EH�GLೲLFXOW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKHQ�D�
sign is a noun or a verb. This is quite straightforward with signs like 
STUDENT above, which are semantically easy to identify as nouns be-
FDXVH�WKH\�UHODWH�WR�VSHFLF�REMHFW�RU�HQWLWLHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�RWKHU�
cases, signs are semantically related to other signs. An example is 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_brotherposs1student.mp4
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the sign for ELECTRICITY, which can be used to express the meanings 
RIއ�HOHFWULFLW\ވ�DQGއ�HOHFWULF�VKRFNވ��$V�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�K\SHURQ\P\�DQG�
K\SRQ\P\��WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�RI�GLೲHUHQW�PHDQLQJV�LV�UHDOLVHG�E\�PRXWK�
actions, as can be seen below.

ވ¢HOHWWULFLWއ
a. ELECTRICITY � 1
ވ\OHFWULFLW)އ

� >EUUU@
b. ELECTRICITY � 1
�ވOHFWULF�VKRFN)އ

Moreover, the sign ELECTRICITY is productively used to form the com-
pound ELECTRICITY^CL�����ވFRPSXWHUއ�PHDQLQJ �ވW\SHއ�

ELECTRICITY^CL������ݲވW\SHއ� 1
ވRPSXWHU&އ

Other nouns can be recognized because they originate from visual 
metaphors [LEXICON 1.1]. For instance, the articulation of the sign below 
metaphorically depicts a sharp object trying to penetrate a barrier.

DIFFICULTY � 1

However, common nouns in LIS, as in other sign languages, some-
WLPHV�DUH�KRPRSKRQRXV�WR�YHUEV��RU�RQO\�VOLJKWO\�GLೲHUHQW��,Q�WKHVH�
instances, in order to identify the lexical category of the sign, we 
must consider: i) its syntactic distribution within the sentence; ii) 
its morphosyntactic properties; iii) its morphophonological features 
(particularly, movement features, duration of the articulation, or the 
presence of mouthings or mouth gestures). 

For instance, aspectual or adverbial marking is typical of verbs. 
In (a), we show the verb FLY, marked by lips protrusion (lp) and 
SXೲHG�FKHHNV��SF�� [MORPHOLOGY 2.1.2.1]. This one-handed sign can 
EH�PRGLHG�E\�DGGLQJ�WKH�QRQ�GRPLQDQW�KDQG�DQG�UHGXSOLFDWLQJ�
the movement component to convey the repetition of the action, as 
shown in (b).

 pc
 lp

a. FLY � 1

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_aelectricity.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_belectricity.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_electricitycl5type.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_difficulty.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_ndomfly.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 266
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

 pc
 lp

b. dom: FLY++
 n-dom: FLY++ � 1
ވ�\7R��\�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�IUHTXHQWO�އ

When functioning as a noun, the same sign can display morpholog-
ical plural marking, which is typical of nouns. In (a) below we pro-
vide the sign PLANE in its citation form, which can be reduplicated to 
convey plurality, as shown in (b). 

a. PLANE  � 1

b. dom: PLANE++
n-dom: PLANE++ � 1

ވLUSODQHV$އ

Moreover, nouns can be distinguished from verbs also considering 
their morphophonological properties. In the examples below, the 
noun ROCKET (a) displays a shorter duration and it is accompanied by 
the labial articulation of the corresponding Italian word missile. On 
the other hand, the corresponding verb CL(G): ‘rocket_take_Rೲވ��E��
displays a longer duration of the articulation and it occurs with the 
PRXWK�JHVWXUHV�SXೲHG�FKHHNV��SF��DQG�OLSV�SURWUXVLRQ��OS��

ވPLVVLOHއ 
a. ROCKET  � 1

 pc
 lp

b. CL(G): ‘rocket_take_Rೲݲވ�� 1
ވ�7KH�URFNHW�LV�WDNLQJ�Rೲއ

Alternatively, nouns can be distinguished from verbs by taking in-
to account movement features. In the examples below, we show that 
the noun DRINKING_GLASS (a) displays a shorter and repeated move-
PHQW�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�VHPDQWLFDOO\�UHODWHG�FODVVLHU�SUHGLFDWH��E���
)RU�IXUWKHU�GHWDLOV�RQ�QRXQ�YHUE�GLೲHUHQFHV�WKH�UHDGHU�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�
[MORPHOLOGY 2.1.2.1] and [MORPHOLOGY 2.2.4]

a. DRINKING_GLASS � 1
ވULQNLQJ�JODVV'އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/GR-LIS-3-3_1_1_fly++.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_ndomplane.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/GR-LIS-3-3_1_1_plane++.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_arocket.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_bclgrockettakeoff.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_adrinkingglass.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 267
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

b. CL(unspread curved open 5): ‘drink_from_a_JODVV��1ݲވ
ވ7R��GULQN�IURP�D�JODVV�އ

3.1.2 Proper nouns and name signs

$�SURSHU�QRXQ�LV�W\SLFDOO\�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�WR�D�VSHFLF�SHUVRQ��SODFH��RU�
thing. This category includes name signs, i.e. signs used to identify 
sign language users or famous people, and toponyms, i.e. signs re-
ferring to places, brand names, etc. In LIS, proper nouns either have 
DQ�LFRQLF�RULJLQ�RU�DUH�LQXHQFHG�E\�,WDOLDQ�ZRUGV�

Proper nouns with an iconic origin, also called descriptive, have a 
direct relation to a physical characteristic of the referent, like crook-
ed nose, long hair, and so on. An example is the name sign referring 
to someone with voluminous and long hair.

ANNA � 1

Sometimes name signs refer to a behavioural characteristic, or they 
can describe the job or role in society. For instance, the name sign 
for a person that smiles a lot could be the one illustrated below. 

ELENA � 1

In some circumstances, they can also refer to a particular event in 
WKH�OLIH�RI�D�SHUVRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��VRPHRQH�PLJKW�EH�LGHQWLHG�E\�D�
name sign alluding to a scar that person got when s/he was a child. 

MIRKO  � 1

Sometimes name signs can have a patronymic origin: they can be 
the same of the parents and, in this case, they lose their original 
transparency.

Name signs can also be inherited from homonymous people who, 
for various reasons, are no longer in the community where the name 
sign developed. This happens especially in the schools for the Deaf 
where students leave the school every year.

Moreover, there are name signs that have an iconographic origin: 
they refer to the characteristics of the representation of the saint 
with that name. So, PIETRO��(QJ3އ��HWHUވ��LV�VLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�VLJQ�IRU�
��EHFDXVH�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ�6DLQW�3HWHU�KDV�WKH�NH\V�RI�WKHވ\NHއ
paradise. PAOLO �(QJ3އ��DXOވ��LV�VLJQHG�ZLWK�WKH�VLJQ�WKDW�LQGLFDWHV�D�
EHKHDGLQJ��WKH�NLQG�RI�GHDWK�6DLQW�3DXO�VXೲHUHG��,Q�WKHVH�FDVHV��WKH�

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_1_bclunspreadcurvedopen5drinkfromaglass.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_anna.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_elena.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_mirko.mp4
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name sign of the saint may be attributed to a class of persons with 
WKH�VDPH�UVW�QDPH��$V�LQ�LQ�'HDI�VFKRROV��ZKHUH�WKH�QDPH�VLJQ�FDQ�
be inherited from another person, the name sign loses transparen-
cy and becomes opaque.
6RPH�QDPH�VLJQV�DUH�LQXHQFHG�E\�,WDOLDQ� [LEXICON 2.2]. For ex-

DPSOH��WKHUH�DUH�QDPH�VLJQV�WKDW�DUH�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��E\�QJHU-
VSHOOLQJ��RI�WKH�UVW�OHWWHU�RI�WKH�QDPH�RU�WKH�VXUQDPH�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ��
like M for MARCO [LEXICON 2.2.2.1]. Other name signs use the letters that 
are visually more salient, like N-N for ANNA [LEXICON 2.2.2.2]. The name 
sign of Virginia Volterra, one of the linguists who initiated the lin-
guistic studies on LIS [SOCIO-HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 3.2], combines the 
UVW�OHWWHUV�RI�WKH�QDPH�DQG�VXUQDPH��ZLWK�D�SK\VLFDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�
(thinness) represented by the movement. 

VIRGINIA_VOLTERRA � 1

In other cases, the name signs are a translation of the name or the 
surname of the person [LEXICON 2.2.1]. For example, a person with the 
surname Rossi��WKDW�PHDQVއ�UHGވ��FRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�WKH�QDPH�VLJQ�RED, 
or a person with the name Angelo��WKDW�PHDQVއ�DQJHOވ��FRXOG�EH�JLY-
en the name sign ANGEL.

Other name signs are the re-interpretation of Italian words. For 
example, a person with the surname Giovannoni could be given the 
name sign YOUNG��EHFDXVH�WKH�UVW�SDUW�RI�KHU�KLV�VXUQDPH��LV�VLPL-
lar to the word giovaneއ��\RXQJވ�

The same phenomenon applies to toponyms. An interesting exam-
ple is the sign for Turin, a city in the north of Italy, which is the same 
VLJQ�XVHG�IRU�WKH�DQLPDO�EXOO�EHFDXVH�WKH�UVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUG��To-
rino��LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�,WDOLDQ�ZRUG�IRUއ�EXOOވ��QDPHO\�toro.

TURIN � 1

Alternatively, signs identifying cities have a direct relation to a mon-
ument or something important in that city. For example, MILAN is 
signed in a way that indicates the spiers of its famous cathedral.

MILAN � 1

Proper nouns are also used to identify brands and companies, as can 
be seen in the following examples. In all of them, the proper noun 
iconically derives from the logo of the company. These name signs 
can either be created among LIS signers, or be borrowed from oth-
er sign languages [LEXICON 2.1]. 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_virginiavolterra.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_turin.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_milan.mp4
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a. NIKE � 1

b. MCDONALD’S � 1

c. MERCEDES � 1

d. PEUGEOT � 1

3.2 Verbs

/,6�YHUEV�FDQ�EH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�LQWR�WKUHH�GLೲHUHQW�FODVVHV��L��SODLQ�
verbs, which have an invariable phonological form; ii) agreement 
YHUEV��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�VSDWLDOO\�PRGLHG�WR�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKHLU�DUJXPHQWV��
DQG�LLL��VSDWLDO�YHUEV��WKDW�FDQ�EH�VSDWLDOO\�PRGLHG�WR�WDUJHW�WKH�OR-
ci associated with locative arguments.

3.2.1 Plain verbs

3ODLQ� YHUEV� FDQQRW� EH� VSDWLDOO\� PRGLHG� WR� DJUHH� ZLWK� WKHLU�
DUJXPHQW�V���DOWKRXJK�WKH\�FDQ�XVXDOO\�LQHFW�IRU�DVSHFW�[MORPHOLO-
GY 3.3]��7KLV�FRQVWUDLQW�LV�GXH�WR�WKH�SKRQRORJLFDO�VSHFLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
sign: plain verbs are produced on the body of the signer and cannot 
therefore be separated from the body itself to agree with the argu-
ments. An example of a plain verb is THINK.

THINK � 1

This verb class includes many verbs that express mental or physical 
states, like emotions, thoughts, feelings, sensations. Plain verbs in 
LIS are BE_SATISFIED, REMEMBER, SUFFER, WORRY, IMAGINE. Plain verbs 
also include verbs referring to actions connected with body activities, 
like EAT and DRINK. In the example below, we can see the verb DRINK.

DRINK � 1

Plain verbs show a homogeneous behaviour with respect to the 
VSHFLFDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�DUJXPHQWV��WKH\�UHWDLQ�WKHLU�FLWDWLRQ�IRUP�XQ-
changed, regardless of the person or number of their arguments. 
For example, the verb REMEMBER is produced in the same way to ex-
SUHVV�WKH�UVW��D��RU�WKLUG��E��VLQJXODU�SHUVRQ��DV�ZH�FDQ�VHH�EHORZ�

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_anike.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_bmcdonalds.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_cmercedes.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_1_2_dpeugeot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_1_think.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_1_drink.mp4
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a. IX1 REMEMBER � 1
ވ��UHPHPEHU,އ

 b.IX3 REMEMBER � 1
ވ�6�KH�UHPHPEHUVއ

Plain verbs can select either one argument or two arguments. This 
class, therefore, includes transitive (a) [SYNTAX 2.1.1.1] and intransitive 
(b) [SYNTAX 2.1.1.2] verbs, as can be seen in the examples below.

a. GIANNI MEAT EAT � 1
ވ�LDQQL�HDWV�PHDW*އ

b. SARA CRY � 1
ވ�6DUD�FULHVއ

In the example (a) above, the verb EAT behaves as a transitive verb be-
cause it selects two arguments, GIANNI and MEAT, while the verb CRY (b) 
behaves as an intransitive verb, selecting only one argument (SARA).

3.2.2 Agreement verbs

Agreement verbs are also called directional or indicating verbs. Dif-
ferently from plain verbs, agreement verbs can be spatially modi-
HG�WR�PDUN�WKHLU�DUJXPHQWV��VHH�[MORPHOLOGY 3.1.1] for details). They 
are usually verbs that express (abstract or concrete) transfer, and 
their phonological form can involve path movement [PHONOLOGY 1.3.1]. 
This class of verbs includes: i) verbs with two points of articulation 
in the neutral space connected by path movement, like HELP (a); ii) 
verbs with one point of articulation in the neutral space, like BREAK 
(b); and iii) verbs in which the beginning of the path movement is on 
the body of the signer and the end of the path movement is in a loca-
tion associated with an argument of the verb, like SAY (c).

a. GIANNIa MARIAb aHELPEݲ� 1
ވ�LDQQL�KHOSV�0DULD*އ

b. IX1 DISHa BREAKDݲ� 1
ވ��EURNH�D�GLVK,އ

c. IX1 ADDRESS POSS1 SAY2ݲ�� 1
ވ��WROG�\RX�P\�DGGUHVV,އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_1_aix1remember.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_1_bix3remember.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_1_agiannimeateat.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_1_bsaracry.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_agiannimariahelp.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_bix1dishbreak.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_cix1addressposs1say.mp4
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It is instructive to look at the distinction between two transitive verbs 
that are almost synonymous: LIKE and LOVE. LIKE is a plain verb, so it 
does not have a path movement, rather, it is produced on the body of 
the signer, as can be seen in the following example.

SARA PIZZA LIKE � 1
ވ�6DUD�OLNHV�SL]]Dއ

On the other hand, LOVE is an agreement verb: it is initially articulat-
ed on the body of the signer, like the verb LIKE, but then it moves to-
wards the location associated with the object, PIZZA.

SARA PIZZAa LOVEaݲ�� 1
ވ�6DUD�ORYHV�SL]]Dއ

Agreement verbs may also show agreement with the object (direct 
or indirect) through orientation of the palm and direction of the path 
movement. Some of these are TEACH, SHOW, ASK, TELL, TAKE_CARE.

FATHERa SONb IX3a aTAKE_CAREbݲ�� 1
ވ�7KH�IDWKHU�WDNHV�FDUH�RI�KLV�VRQއ

Agreement verbs can select one, two, or three arguments. Agreement 
verbs selecting one argument behave as intransitive verbs. The verbs 
BREAK (in its intransitive use) and GROW_UP belong to this category.

YOUNG IX(def) GROW_UP � 1
ވ�7KH�ER\�JUHZ�XSއ

Agreement verbs selecting two arguments behave as transitive verbs. 
HELP and LOVE in the sentences reported above are examples of tran-
sitive verbs. 

Agreement verbs selecting three arguments behave as ditransi-
tive verbs [SYNTAX 2.1.1.1]. Ditransitive verbs involve a notion of (pos-
sibly abstract) transfer. They can have: i) two points of articulation 
in the neutral space expressing agreement with the subject (MARIO) 
and the recipient/goal indirect object (SARA), like GIVE (a); ii) a path 
movement which starts from the body of the signer and ends in the 
location associated with the recipient/goal indirect object (STUDENT), 
like SAY or EXPLAIN (b) (but see [MORPHOLOGY 3.1]�IRU�D�GLೲHUHQW�VWDUWLQJ�
point of the verb EXPLAIN ZKHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�LV�GLೲHUHQW�IURP�D�UVW�SHU-
son); iii) one point of articulation in the neutral space encoding agree-
ment with the indirect object through both the direction of the path 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_sarapizzalike.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_sarapizzalove.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_fathersonix3takecare.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_youngixdefgrowup.mp4
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movement and orientation of the palm, like TEACH (c); iv) they can be 
articulated on the non-dominant hand and express agreement with 
the indirect object through direction of the movement, like TELL (d).

a. MARIOa IXa ENVELOPE IX3a SARAb 3aGIVE3bݲݲ�� 1
ވ�0DULR�JLYHV�DQ�HQYHORSH�WR�6DUDއ

b. TEACHER MATH IXb STUDENTb EXPLAIN3bݲ�� 1
ވ�7KH�WHDFKHU�H[SODLQV�PDWK�WR�WKH�VWXGHQWއ

c. SISTERa POSS1 SONb aTEACHbݲ�� 1
ވ��VLVWHU�WHDFKHV�KHU�VRQ\0އ

d. MOTHERa SONb IX3a FAIRY_TALE TELLb � 1
ވ�7KH�PRWKHU�WHOOV�KHU�VRQ�D�IDLU\�WDOHއ

A peculiar type of ditransitive construction is the one displaying 
D�FODVVLHU�SUHGLFDWH�ZLWK�WZR�SRLQWV�RI�DUWLFXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�QHXWUDO�
space connected by path movement. In such constructions, the two 
points express agreement with the subject argument, encoding the 
agent/source, and the indirect object, encoding the goal/recipient ar-
JXPHQW��ZKHUHDV�WKH�KDQG�FRQJXUDWLRQ�HQFRGHV�WKH�WKHPH�GLUHFW�
object. In so doing, they show overt manual agreement with the three 
arguments [SYNTAX 2.1.2.4]. This is illustrated below. 

L-U-C-Aa G-I-A-N-N-Ib DRINKING_GLASS aCL(unspread curved 
open 5): ‘give_JODVVވbݲ�� 1
ވ�XFD�JLYHV�D�JODVV�WR�*LDQQL/އ

Agreement verbs including path movement and two points of artic-
ulation usually move from the locus associated with the subject to 
the locus associated with the object. However, in a subclass of tran-
sitive agreement verbs called backward verbs the reversed order is 
observed: in this case, the verb moves from the locus associated with 
the object towards the locus associated with the subject. Verbs like 
COPY, RECEIVE, INVITE, EXPLOIT, TAKE and CHOOSE belong to this class.

a. COPY � 1

b. RECEIVE � 1

c. INVITE � 1

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_amarioixenvelopeix3saragive.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_bteachermathixstudentexplain.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_csisterposs1sonteach.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_dmothersonix3fairytaletell.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_lucagiannidrinkingglassclgiveglass.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_acopy.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_breceive.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_cinvite.mp4
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d. EXPLOIT � 1

e. TAKE � 1

f. CHOOSE � 1

For further information about agreement verbs, see [MORPHOLOGY 3.1].

3.2.3 Spatial verbs

6SDWLDO�YHUEV��OLNH�DJUHHPHQW�YHUEV��DUH�VSDWLDOO\�PRGLHG�WR�PDUN�
their arguments. In contrast to agreement verbs, however, spatial 
verbs show agreement with locative arguments, rather than with 
WKH�VXEMHFW�RU�REMHFW��$Q�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�FODVVLHU�SUHGLFDWH�&/�DW�
open 5): ‘move_ERRNވ� In the sentence below, the verb is articulated 
from one location to another (from a to b) to indicate from where to 
where the book is moved.

SARA BOOK a&/�DW�RSHQ������ݲbވPRYH_ERRNއ� 1
ވ��IURP�KHUH�WR�WKHUH��6DUD�PRYHV�WKH�ERRNއ

Note that locative arguments can be overtly expressed or can be 
RPLWWHG��,Q�WKH�VHQWHQFH�DERYH��WKH�FODVVLHU�SUHGLFDWH�DFWV�DV�D�WUDQ-
sitive verb since it takes an agent (SARA) and a theme (BOOK). The loc-
ative arguments, the source and the goal, are implicitly understood 
from the context. 

In the example below, we can observe a spatial verb (PUT) acting as 
a ditransitive verb since it takes an agent (TEACHER), a theme (BOOK) 
and a locative argument (SHELF).

TEACHER BOOK SHELF++ a&/�DW�RSHQ������1ݲbވSXW_ERRNއ�
ވ�7KH�WHDFKHU�SXWV�WKH�ERRN�RQ�RQH�RI�WKH�VKHOYHVއ

In the two examples above, the handshape of the spatial verbs shows 
shape properties of the object moved or manipulated. Since they in-
volve the movement of an object in space, there are no cases of in-
transitive spatial verbs.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_dexploit.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_etake.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_2_fchoose.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_3_sarabookclflatopen5movebook.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_2_3_teacherbookshelfclflatopen5putbook.mp4
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3.3 Lexical expressions of inflectional categories
In LIS, morphosyntactic features of tense, aspect, modality and agree-
ment can be conveyed through both manual and non-manual markers 
[MORPHOLOGY 3] occurring with the lexical verb. The present section pro-
vides a description of the lexical manual markers available. 

3.3.1 Tense markers

The present section provides a description of the lexical markers em-
ployed in LIS to convey temporal information. The other strategies, 
QDPHO\�WKH�XVH�RI�WHPSRUDO�DGYHUELDOV�DQG�LQHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�YHUE�VLJQ�
by means of suprasegmental (non-manual) features will be explored 
in [LEXICON 3.5] and [MORPHOLOGY 3.2] respectively. 

To anchor an event in the past or in the future, LIS signers may re-
sort to two lexical markers: DONE (a) and TO_BE_DONE (b). These two 
VLJQV�DOZD\V�IROORZ�WKH�PDLQ�YHUE�GHQLQJ�WKH�HYHQW�

 

a. DONE

 

b. TO_BE_DONE

The sign DONE expresses anteriority and indicates that the event hap-
SHQHG�EHIRUH�WKH�WLPH�RI�XWWHUDQFH��DV�H[HPSOLHG�EHORZ�

G-I-A-N-N-I HOUSE BUY DONE � 1
ވ�LDQQL�ERXJKW�D�KRXVH*އ
(recreated from Zucchi 2009, 101)

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_1_giannihousebuydone.mp4
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The sign DONE can also express anteriority with respect to a refer-
HQFH�WLPH�VSHFLHG�E\�D�WHPSRUDO�DGYHUELDO�

YESTERDAY TIME THREE AFTERNOON G-I-A-N-N-I EAT DONE �1
�ވ�HVWHUGD\�DW����*LDQQL�KDG�DOUHDG\�HDWHQ>އ
(based on Zucchi et al. 2010, 201)

The lexical marker TO_BE_DONE indicates that the action or event will 
take place after the time of utterance, as shown below, or after a ref-
erence time.

G-I-A-N-N-I HOUSE BUY TO_BE_DONE � 1
�ވ�LDQQL�ZLOO�EX\�D�KRXVH*އ
(recreated from Zucchi 2009, 101)

The lexical tense markers are not employed when temporal informa-
tion is conveyed through time adverbials and the information can be 
JDWKHUHG�E\�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�FRQWH[W��,Q�WKH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ��WKH�UVW�
VHQWHQFH�VSHFLHV�WKDW�WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�PRYLHV�RFFXUUHG�
yesterday and the following sentence is understood as describing a 
past action as well, although lacking an overt marker specifying the 
tense. The temporal adverbial YESTERDAY� LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�UVW�VHQ-
tence marks the whole event as past.

YESTERDAY G-I-A-N-N-I CINEMA GOa MARIA MEETaݲ�� 1
�HVWHUGD\�*LDQQL�ZHQW>އ WR� WKH� FLQHPD��0DULD�PHW� KLP� WKHUHވ��
(based on Zucchi 2009, 102)

3.3.2 Aspectual markers

Aspectual markers are employed to indicate whether the event de-
scribed by the predicate is complete (perfective aspect) or not (im-
perfective aspect). 

Perfective aspect in LIS is conveyed through the articulation of the 
sign DONE, which may encode both temporal [LEXICON 3.3.1] and aspec-
tual information. When conveying perfective aspectual information, 
the sign DONE is related to lexical verbs by following them. In the fol-
lowing example, the sign DONE indicates that the action described by 
the verb was completed before the time of utterance.

G-I-A-N-N-I HOUSE BUY DONE � 1
ވ�LDQQL�KDV�ERXJKW�D�KRXVH*އ
(recreated from Zucchi et al. 2010, 199)

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_1_yesterdaytimethreeafternoongiannieatdone.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_1_giannihousebuytobedone.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_1_yesterdaygiannicinemagomariameet.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_giannihousebuydone.mp4
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Since DONE acts as a marker of perfectivity, it can only occur with 
predicates describing events that have an ending point, thus convey-
ing the meaning that the action has been completed and it is not an 
open process. For this reason, DONE cannot occur with stative pred-
icates (such as STINK) in that they describe a permanent state rather 
than an event that can be marked as completed. 

Moreover, DONE cannot occur with the sign NOT nor with the neg-
DWLYH�TXDQWLHUV�NOBODY, NOTHING and NEVER. To convey the meaning 
that the event described by the predicate has not been completed, LIS 
employs a simple sentential negation, the sign NOT in example (a), or a 
QHJDWLYH�TXDQWLHU��WKH�VLJQ�NOTHING in the example (b) [SYNTAX 1.5.1].

a. GIANNI HOUSE BUY NOT � 1
ވ�LDQQL�KDV�QRW�ERXJKW�D�KRXVH*އ
(based on Zucchi et al. 2010, 214)

b. G-I-A-N-N-I HOMEWORK NOTHING � 1
ވ�LDQQL�KDV�QRW�GRQH�KLV�KRPHZRUN*އ
(based on Zucchi et al. 2010, 212)

The negative counterpart of the completive aspectual marker DONE 
in LIS is the negative lexical sign NOT_YET (see [MORPHOLOGY 3.5.2] and 
[SYNTAX 1.5.1.1.1] for further details). The sign NOT_YET includes the pre-
supposition that the event is expected to occur in the future.

NOT_YET

In the example below, the sign NOT_YET indicates that Gianni has not 
done his homework yet, but he is going to do so in the future. 

G-I-A-N-N-I HOMEWORK NOT_YET � 1
�ވ�LDQQL�KDV�QRW�GRQH�KLV�KRPHZRUN�\HW*އ
(based on Zucchi et al. 2010, 212)

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_agiannihousebuynot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_bgiannihomeworknothing.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_giannihomeworknotyet.mp4
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It is important to notice that DONE can also be used as lexically con-
WHQWIXO�PDLQ�YHUE�PHDQLQJއ�QLVKވ��,Q�WKHVH�LQVWDQFHV��LW�LV�SURGXFHG�
in preverbal position, as in the example below. 

GIANNI CAKE DONE EAT � 1
�ވ�LDQQL�KDV�QLVKHG�HDWLQJ�WKH�FDNH*އ
(based on Zucchi 2009, 124)

In order to deliver the imperfective aspect, LIS employs lexical ad-
verbials such as EVERY_DAY (a), USUALLY (b), ALWAYS (c). 

a. EVERY_DAY CHILD CRY � 1
�ވ�\7KH�FKLOG�FULHV�HYHU\�GDއ

b. USUALLY IX1 SLEEP CL(V): ‘go_to_EHGވ LATE� 1
ވ��XVXDOO\�JR�WR�EHG�ODWH,އ

c. CHILD CRY ALWAYS � 1
ވ�7KH�FKLOG�ZDV�DOZD\V�FU\LQJއ
(based on Bertone 2011, 222)

Crucially, imperfective aspect can also be encoded morphological-
O\��QDPHO\�WKURXJK�PRGLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�PDQXDO�YHUE�VLJQ��ZKRVH�DU-
ticulation can be lengthened and repeated to convey that the event 
LV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�SURFHVV�RI�LQGHQLWH�GXUDWLRQ�[MORPHOLOGY 3.3.1.1]. For 
ease of explanation, we report here one example.

CHILD CRY++ � 1
ވ�7KH�FKLOG�ZDV�DOZD\V�FU\LQJއ
(based on Bertone 2011, 222)

3.3.3 Modality markers

Modality markers are linguistic elements encoding the attitude of 
the signer toward the validity of the content of a proposition, or the 
QHFHVVLW\�SHUPLVVLRQ�RI�DQ�HYHQW�WR�KDSSHQ��7R�EH�PRUH�VSHFLF��ZH�
usually distinguish between markers of deontic modality and mark-
ers of epistemic modality. Deontic modality is the semantic category 
conveying obligation, necessity, recommendation, ability, permission 
and intention/volition. On the other hand, epistemic modality carries 
the judgment of the signer with respect to the truth of the utterance 
and to the probability of the event, based on his/her knowledge or ev-

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_giannicakedoneeat.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_aeverydaychildcry.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_busuallyix1sleepclvgotobedlate.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_cchildcryalways.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_2_childcry.mp4
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LGHQFHV��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��HSLVWHPLF�PDUNHUV�\LHOG�WKH�VLJQHUވV�HVWLPD-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�DQ�HYHQW�RU�VWDWH��7KH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQXHQF-
ing the event can either be internal or external to the participant(s). 

Sign languages can select various markers to encode modality, ei-
ther lexical, such as manual signs, or morphosyntactic, such as non-
manual markers occurring with modal verbs or morphological mod-
LFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�DUWLFXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�YHUE��
,Q�/,6��ZH�QG�OH[LFDO�PDUNHUV��L�H��PDQXDO�VLJQV��GHGLFDWHG�WR�HDFK�

modality. We describe them in turn. For the morphological features 
and syntactic distribution of modality markers, the reader is referred 
to [MORPHOLOGY 3.4.] and [SYNTAX 2.3.1.3.], respectively.

3.3.3.1 Deontic modality

LIS employs several manual signs to encode obligation, prohibition, 
necessity, recommendation, ability, permission, intention and volition. 

Obligation can be conveyed through the signs MUST and OBLIGATION. 
The modal MUST is the unmarked marker mainly encoding partici-
pant-internal obligation. It can be marked by furrowed eyebrows (fe).

MUST

Below, we provide a couple of examples showing the use of MUST in 
context.

   cond
a. PALM_UP TOOTH HURT EXTRACT MUST � 1
�ވ�HOO��LI�\RXU�WRRWK�KXUWV��LW�PXVW�EH�H[WUDFWHG:އ

  fe
b. ROOM POSS(G)1 MESS. MUM IX3 SAY1 ARRANGE MUST  �1
ވތ�RX�PXVW�WLG\�LW>ދ���URRP�ZDV�D�PHVV��0\�PRWKHU�WROG�PH\0އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_apalmuptoothhurtextractmust.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_broomposs1messmumixsay1arrangemust.mp4
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Obligation imposed by participant-external conditions, such as public 
policies or laws, is encoded through the marker OBLIGATION, which is 
likely to be an example of grammaticalisation into modality marker.

 

OBLIGATION

ވW�LV�REOLJDWRU\�+DYH�WR,އ

The example below shows the use of OBLIGATION in context.

 cond
COMPETITION PARTICIPATE WANT IX2 REGISTRATION OBLIGATION 1
‘If you want to participate in the competition, you have to sign 
XS�IRU�LWވ�

It should be noted that the sign OBLIGATION can also be used as an 
agreement verb. This is illustrated below.

 sq  y/n
IX2 FILM IXa HORRORa IXa FEAR IX2 IX1 1OBLIGATION2 SEEa�1ݱ
’.V�IRU�KRUURU�OPV��GR�WKH\�VFDUH�\RX"�,�IRUFH�\RX�WR�ZDWFK�WKHP$އ

Prohibition is expressed through the markers MUST^NOT and FORBID-
DEN. Both can occur with the typical negative non-manual marker, i.e. 
headshake (hs). MUST^NOT encodes a general prohibition.

 

MUST^NOT
ވ0XVW�QRWއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_competitionparticipatewantix2registrationobligation.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix2filmixhorrorixfearix2ix1obligationsee.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 280
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

The example below shows the use of MUST^NOT in context.

 hs
EARLIER IX1+2 GO_OUT HOUSE FATHER IXa SAY3a MUST^NOT �1
ވ�RX�PXVW�QRW�WHOO�GDG�WKDW�ZH�ZHQW�RXW�HDUOLHU>އ

FORBIDDEN is used to express prohibitions regulated by public poli-
cies that cannot be avoided or changed.

 

FORBIDDEN

The example below shows the use of FORBIDDEN in context.

 sq    re    hs
FRIARY ENTER CLOTHES T-SHIRT SHORTS FORBIDDEN ABSOLUTELY 1
‘It is absolutely forbidden to enter a friary with a t-shirt and 
VKRUWVވ�� �

Necessity is conveyed through the markers MUST and BE_FORCED. MUST 
can be used to convey a necessity connected to unexpected partici-
pant-internal conditions.

MUST
In the example below, the signer expresses the necessity to go to the 
VXSHUPDUNHW�VLQFH�KH�LV�KDYLQJ�IULHQGV�IRU�GLQQHU�EXW�KH�QGV�RXW�
that his fridge is empty. As the example shows, MUST is marked by 
head nod (hn) rather than furrowed eyebrows as is usually the case 
when MUST encodes obligation.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_earlierix12goouthousefatherixsaymustnot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_friaryenterclothestshirtshortsforbiddenabsolutely.mp4
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 hn
IX1 SUPERMARKET GO MUST � 1
ވ��PXVW�JR�WR�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW,އ

On the other hand, when necessity is imposed by external conditions, 
and we have no possibility of avoiding it, we use BE_FORCED. This 
PDUNHU�LV�OH[LFDOO\�VSHFLHG�IRU�WKH�QRQ�PDQXDOV�JULQGLQJ�WHHWK��JW��
and head tilt backward (ht-b).

 gt
 ht-b
BE_FORCED
ވ7R��EH�IRUFHG�WR�އ

Below, we provide an example showing the use of BE_FORCED in context.

 gt
 ht-b

VENICE IX(loc)a BE_COMMON IXa WATER CL(5)��  IX1 BE_FORCED ވUDLVHއ
 BOOT BUY 1
ވ�7KH�KLJK�WLGH�LV�YHU\�FRPPRQ�LQ�9HQLFH��,�KDYH�WR�EX\�ERRWVއ

Recommendations can be expressed by employing the sign BETTER, usu-
ally accompanied by a head tilt to the side. This is illustrated below. 

 

ht-left
BETTER

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix1supermarketgomust.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_veniceixlocbecommonwatercl5raiseix1beforcedbootbuy.mp4
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The use of BETTER in recommendations is illustrated below.

 cond  ht-left
TOOTH HURT IX2 BETTER TOOTH^EXTRACT GO � 1
ވ�I�\RXU�WRRWK�KXUWV��\RX�VKRXOG�JHW�LW�H[WUDFWHG,އ

Ability is conveyed through the sign BE_ABLE. 
 

BE_ABLE
ވ7R��EH�DEOH�WR�އ

BE_ABLE can either occur with the mouthing of the Italian modal po-
tereއ�FDQވ�LQHFWHG�IRU�WKH�WKLUG�VLQJXODU�SHUVRQ��L�H��può (a), or with 
WKH�PRXWKLQJ�RI�WKH�,WDOLDQ�ZRUG�PHDQLQJއ�EH�DEOHވ��QDPHO\�capace 
(b). In both instances, the sign expresses ability and can be marked 
by head nod. We provide two illustrative examples below. 

 y/n
� ވ´SXއ

a. CAR WHEEL CHANGE BE_ABLE IX2ݲ��� 1
ވ"DQ�\RX�FKDQJH�WKH�FDU�ZKHHO&އ

 hn
ވFDSDFHއ�

b. IX1 SURF BE_ABLE IX1ݲ�� 1
�ވ��FDQ�VXUI,އ

The deontic negative counterparts of BE_ABLE are BE_ABLE^NOT and 
IMPOSSIBLE_PA_PA [SYNTAX 1.5.1.1.2]. Both occur with the typical non-man-
ual for negation, i.e. headshake (hs).

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_toothhurtix2bettertoothextractgo.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_acarwheelchangebeableix2.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_bix1surfbeableix1.mp4
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 hs
BE_ABLE^NOT

ވ7R��QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�އ

BE_ABLE^NOT is used to express the inability of doing something, as 
H[HPSOLHG�EHORZ�

 hs
� ވFDSDFHއ

IX1 SWIM BE_ABLE^NOT � 1
ވ��FDQQRW�VZLP,އ

The sign IMPOSSIBLE_PA_PA is glossed this way because it is obligato-
U\�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�WKH�PRXWK�JHVWXUH�>SD�SD@�

 

 hs
� >SD�SD@
IMPOSSIBLE_PA_PA
ވ7R��QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�އ

This sign conveys the inability of doing something despite having 
tried hard to succeed in it. In other words, it implies various attempts, 
which eventually failed. 

 hs
IX3 MIRKO 3TEACH1 CHESS RULE IX1 UNDERSTAND IMPOSSIBLE_PA_PA 1
‘Mirko tried hard to teach me the rules of chess, but I cannot un-
GHUVWDQG�WKHPވ�

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix1swimbeablenot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix3mirkoteachchessrulesix1understandimpossiblepapa.mp4
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3HUPLVVLRQ�LQ�/,6�LQYROYHV�WKUHH�GLೲHUHQW�PDUNHUV��BE_ABLE, CAN and 
FEEL_FREE. BE_ABLE is used to grant permission to do something, with 
respect to external conditions. It can be marked by furrowed eye-
brows and/or head nod. Since its articulation is homophonous to the 
marker employed to encode ability, it is only the context that allows 
to disambiguate its function. 

 

BE_ABLE
ވ7R��EH�DOORZHG�WR�އ

For instance, in (a) it is used to convey that the daughter is now al-
lowed to return home later since she is older. In (b), the permission 
conveyed by the sign BE_ABLE depends on the time allotted to visi-
tors in the hospital.

 hn
 fe

a. TODAY IX2 HOUSE COME_BACK TIME LATE BE_ABLE  �1
ވ�7RGD\��\RX�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�FRPH�KRPH�ODWHUއ

 hn
 fe

b. HOSPITAL 2COME1 BE_ABLE TIME AT_EIGHT CLOSE � 1
ވ���RX�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�FRPH�WR�WKH�KRVSLWDO�XQWLO>އ

CAN is employed to ask or give permission to do something, depend-
ing on personal (i.e. participant-internal) conditions. 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_atodayix2housecomebacktimelatebeable.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_bhospitalcomebeabletimeateightclose.mp4
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CAN

The use of CAN in context is shown in the two examples below. 

a. IX2 HOSPITAL COME CAN. IX1 HAPPY IX1ݲ�� 1
ވ�RX�FDQ�FRPH�WR�YLVLW�PH�DW�WKH�KRVSLWDO��,�DP�JODG�LI�\RX�GR>އ

b. SUITCASE IX2 STAY CAN � 1
�ވ��KHUH��RX�FDQ�OHDYH�\RXU�OXJJDJH>އ

FEEL_FREE yields a more general sense of permission.

FEEL_FREE

ވ7R��IHHO�IUHH�WR�އ

Below, we provide an example showing the use of FEEL_FREE in in-
teraction.

 y/n
A: IX1 1ASK2 COMPUTER TOUCH IX1 TYPE

B: FEEL_FREE IX � 1
ވ�HV��IHHO�IUHH�WR�GR�VR>އ�ވ"�DVN�\RX�LI�,�FDQ�XVH�WKDW�FRPSXWHU,އ

The deontic negative counterpart of BE_ABLE encoding permission is 
BE_ABLE^NOT, which conveys the general impossibility for a state of 
DೲDLUV�WR�RFFXU��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LW�HQFRGHV�WKDW�WKH�HYHQW�LV�QRW�DO-

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_aix2hospitalcomecanix1happyix1.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_bsuitcaseix2staycan.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_aix1askcomputertouchix1typefeelfreeix.mp4
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lowed due to external conditions. It is usually marked by headshake 
on the negation NOT. 

 

 hs
BE_ABLE^NOT

ވ7R��QRW�EH�DOORZHG�އ

The example below shows the use of BE_ABLE^NOT in context.

 hs
GIANNI SMOKE BE_ABLE^NOT � 1
ވ�LDQQL�LV�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�VPRNH*އ

The deontic negative counterpart of CAN is CAN^NOT (marked by head-
shake), which is used to deny the permission to do something, de-
pending on participant-internal conditions. This is illustrated in the 
example below. 

 

 hs
CAN^NOT
ވDQQRW&އ

Below, we provide an example showing the use of CAN^NOT in context.

 hs
IX3 HOSPITAL COME CAN^NOT REASON IX1+3 ARGUE � 1
ވ�H�FDQQRW�FRPH�WR�WKH�KRVSLWDO�EHFDXVH�ZH�KDG�D�TXDUUHO+އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_giannismokebeablenot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix3hospitalcomecannotreasonix13argue.mp4
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Intention/volition is conveyed in LIS through the modal WANT, which 
can be accompanied by head nod. 

WANT

The example below shows the use of WANT to convey the intention to 
buy a house.

 hn
IX1 HOUSE BUY WANT IX1ݲ�� 1
ވ��ZDQW�WR�EX\�D�KRXVH,އ

Crucially, when the signer wants to express a desire, rather than a 
true intention of doing something, the modal WANT displays a redu-
plicated and reduced articulation. Moreover, the verb is marked by 
the non-manual consisting in head tilting left and right, to encode 
the wish which is being expressed.

 ht-right-left
IX1 HOUSE BUY WANT++ � 1
ވ��ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�EX\�D�KRXVH,އ

The negative counterpart is WANT^NOT marked by headshake, as in 
the example below. 

 hs
IX1 FILM IX1 SEE WANT^NOT � 1
ވ�W�ZDQW�WR�ZDWFK�D�OPވ�GRQ,އ

3.3.3.2 Epistemic modality

(SLVWHPLF�PRGDOLW\�PDUNHUV�FRQYH\�WKH�VLJQHUވV�HYDOXDWLRQ�RU�MXGJ-
ment about the possibility or impossibility that an event has oc-
curred, is occurring or will occur. The signer can be more or less cer-

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix1housebuywantix1.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix1housebuywant.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_1_ix1filmix1seewantnot.mp4
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tain about his/her evaluation, which is formulated considering direct 
evidences or personal knowledge or belief. LIS employs several man-
ual signs yielding epistemic modality, some of which also function as 
deontic markers [LEXICON 3.3.3.1]. In these instances, it is only the con-
text that allows to disambiguate the function of the modality marker.

In this section, we list the lexical markers of epistemic modality 
and their semantics. For details about the morphological properties 
of the corresponding non-manual markers, as well as the syntactic 
distribution of the epistemic markers, the reader is referred to [MOR-
PHOLOGY 3.4] and [SYNTAX 2.3.1.3], respectively. 

Epistemic certainty, namely certainty about the likelihood of the 
event in the utterance, is encoded through the modal BE_ABLE, and 
the signs OBLIGATION and SURE��7KHVH�\LHOG�VOLJKWO\�GLೲHUHQW�VHPDQWLFV�
but share the certainty the signer has of the likelihood of the event 
described in the utterance, which is based on his/her knowledge or 
available evidences. We describe each in turn. 

BE_ABLE encodes a strong degree of certainty, and it is used when 
the signer knows that the event is possible based on his/her knowl-
HGJH�RI�WKH�H[WHUQDO�FRQGLWLRQV��7KLV�LV�IXUWKHU�VSHFLHG�E\�WKH�DU-
ticulation of the non-manuals head nod (hn) and furrowed eyebrows 
(fe) which in general express certainty [MORPHOLOGY 3.4.2].

 

 fe
 hn
BE_ABLE
ވDQ&އ

In the example below, the signer implies that he has the possibility 
of checking the luggage because he knows that the situation allows 
him to do that (for instance, he does not have anything else to do).

 fe
 hn

SUITCASE POSS3 IX1 CONTROL BE_ABLE IX1ݲ�� 1
ވ��FDQ�ZDWFK�KHU�OXJJDJH,އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_suitcaseposs3ix1controlbeableix1.mp4
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BE_ABLE also functions as epistemic marker when it conveys the cer-
tainty of the signer about the ability of someone/something else. In 
other words, it can be used when the signer is sure that the event is 
SRVVLEOH�EHFDXVH�KH�NQRZV�WKDW�WKH�DJHQW�LV�FDSDEOH�RI�IXOOOLQJ�LW��
In so doing, the marker has a double function in that it conveys both 
the ability of the interlocutor and the certainty of the signer about 
it. This holds both when the agent is human, in (a) below the signer 
is saying that he is sure that Gianni is able to win the competition, 
and when the agent is non-human, in (b) the signer knows that the 
electric car can drive for 400 km. In so doing, epistemic certainty is 
conveyed. In both instances, BE_ABLE is reduplicated and marked by 
IXUURZHG�H\HEURZV��IH���UHSHDWHG�KHDG�QRG��KQ��DQG�SXೲHG�FKHHNV�
(pc), as to underline the certainty.

 pc
 hn
 fe

a. GIANNI WIN BE_ABLE++ � 1
ވ��WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ���DP�VXUH�WKDW�*LDQQL�LV�DEOH�WR�ZLQ,އ

� �SFݲݲݲ
 hn
 fe

b. FOUR^HUNDRED KILOMETRE BE_ABLE++ � 1
ވ�7KH�HOHFWULF�FDU��KDV�D�GULYLQJ�UDQJH�RI�����NP�އ

OBLIGATION is used when the signer describes an event that is inevita-
bly going to happen due to the present conditions. In these instanc-
es, the sign occurs with the mouthing of the Italian word for ‘neces-
VDULO\ވ��QDPHO\�per forza. 

 

OBLIGATION

ވ\1HFHVVDULOއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_agianniwinbeable.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_bfourhundredkilometrebeable.mp4
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The example below shows the use of OBLIGATION to express that eat-
LQJ�DOO�FKRFRODWH�FUHDP�LV�GHQLWHO\�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�

Context: you and your girlfriend love chocolate cream. She bought 
D�MDU�DQG�KLG�LW��<RX�QG�LW�ZKLOH�VKH�LV�QRW�DW�KRPH�

ވSHU�IRU]Dއ�
IX1 EAT ALL OBLIGATION � 1
ވ�W�UHVLVWވ�HDW�LW�DOO��,�FDQ,އ

One further possibility of expressing epistemic certainty is to em-
ploy the sign SURE.

 

SURE
ވ7R��EH�VXUH�އ
ވ\6XUHOއ

This sign can either function as a predicative adjective (a), or sen-
tential adverb (b). It can be accompanied by head nod and furrowed 
eyebrows. 

a. IX1 SURE IX2 CHESS UNDERSTAND IMPOSSIBLE_PA_PA  �1
ވ��DP�VXUH�WKDW�\RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WR�SOD\�FKHVV,އ

 hn
 fe

b. SURE GIANNI COME � 1
�ވ�\LDQQL�LV�FRPLQJ�VXUHO*އ
(based on Lerose 2012, 344)

The sign OBVIOUS, sometimes marked by head nod, can be employed 
as well. Interestingly, this could be an example of grammaticalisa-
tion of the adjective BRIGHT into a modal encoding epistemic certainty.

 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_ix1eatallobligation.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_aix1sureix2chessunderstandimpossiblepapa.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_bsuregiannicome.mp4
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OBVIOUS

Below, we provide an example showing the use of OBVIOUS as lexical 
marker of epistemic modality.

LUCAa IXa EXAM PASS OBVIOUS � 1
ވ�W�LV�REYLRXV�WKDW�/XFD�ZLOO�SDVV�WKH�H[DP,އ

On the other hand, epistemic certainty that the event is surely not 
going to happen is conveyed in LIS through CAN^NOT and IMPOSSI-
BLE_NO_WAY. 

CAN^NOT is used to convey that the event cannot happen because 
of the lack of favourable conditions. It implies that if the conditions 
change, the event may become possible. It can be accompanied by 
headshake.

 

CAN^NOT

ވ7R��QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�އ

Below, we provide a couple of examples showing the use of CAN^NOT 
as lexical marker of epistemic modality.

 cond
a. SEA SASS(DW� RSHQ� ����  WAVE EXIST.NOT LEAVE SURF ވDWއ
 CAN^NOT 1
ވ�I�WKH�VHD�LV�DW�ZLWK�QR�ZDYHV��LW�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�VXUI,އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_lucaixexampassobvious.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_aseasassflatopen4flatwaveexistnotleavesurfcannot.mp4
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b. CAR WHEEL HOLE CL(DW�RSHQ���� .IX JACK EXIST.NOT .ވGHDWHއ�
 hs

WHEEL CHANGE CAN^NOT � 1
‘You have a punctured tyre. You do not have the jack. It is impos-
VLEOH�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�ZKHHOވ��

The sign IMPOSSIBLE_NO_WAY is the strongest negative epistemic mark-
HU��,W�LV�OH[LFDOO\�VSHFLHG�IRU�WKH�QRQ�PDQXDO�SXೲHG�FKHHNV��SF��DQG�
can be accompanied by headshake.

 hs
 pc
IMPOSSIBLE_NO_WAY
ވ7R��EH�DEVROXWHO\�XQOLNHO\�WR�KDSSHQ�އ

This marker yields the knowledge of the signer that the event is 
surely not going to happen due to the absolute absence of favoura-
ble conditions.

a. WHEEL CAR IX1 CHANGE IMPOSSIBLE_NO_WAY � 1
ވ�FDU��ZKHHO���FDQQRW�FKDQJH�WKH,އ

b. IX1 SURF IMPOSSIBLE_NO_WAY BECAUSE SHARK EXIST IX(loc) IX1 NOT 
 IMPOSSIBLE_NO_WAY 1
-�DP�GHQLWHO\�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�VXUI�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�VKDUNV��,�UH,އ
DOO\�FDQވWވ�

When the signer is expressing his/her judgment about the likelihood 
of an event, (s)he uses BE_POSSIBLE(1) or BE_POSSIBLE(2). These manu-
DO�VLJQV�RQO\�GLೲHU�LQ�WKHLU�PRYHPHQW��BE_POSSIBLE(1) displays an arc-
shaped downward path movement (a), whereas BE_POSSIBLE(2) shows 
a double downward short movement (b). 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_bcarwheelholeclflatopen5deflateix3jackexistnotwheelchangecannot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_awheelcarix1changeimpossiblenoway.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_bix1surfimpossiblenowaybecausesharkexistixlocix1notimpossiblenoway.mp4
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a. BE_POSSIBLE(1)
ވ7R��EH�SRVVLEOH�އ

 

b. BE_POSSIBLE(2)
ވ7R��EH�SRVVLEOH�އ

These epistemic markers can either be used if the signer has some 
evidence for the likelihood of the event, or to express his/her hypoth-
HVHV�DQG�VXSSRVLWLRQV��7KH�GLೲHUHQW�GHJUHHV�RI�FHUWDLQW\�DQG�SRVVL-
bility are encoded through non-manual markers (see [MORPHOLOGY 3.4.] 
IRU�WKHLU�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�VSUHDGLQJ���6SHFLFDOO\��VTXLQWHG�H\HV�XVXDOO\�
convey the signer uncertainty about the likelihood of the event (a); 
raised eyebrows and mouth corners down (md), sometimes combined 
with a head tilt backwards, express that the event could be possi-
ble but the signer is not sure due to lack of evidence. In other words, 
they express a presupposition (b). Head nod encodes a higher prob-
ability that the event can happen considering the circumstances (c-
d), despite the lack of evidences. Signers can add a further manual 
marker, glossed PALM_BACK in (d), to state that they do not have evi-
dence for it at the time of the utterance.

 sq
a. FRIEND IX1 LOOK_FOR FIND BE_POSSIBLE(1) � 1
�ވ�WKLQN��,�FDQ�QG�WKH�IULHQG�,�DP�ORRNLQJ�IRU��,އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_afriendix1lookforfindbepossible1.mp4
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 md
 re

b. HEADACHE BE_POSSIBLE(1) REASON SLEEP LITTLE � 1
ވ�0D\EH�\RX�KDYH�D�KHDGDFKH�EHFDXVH�\RX�GLG�QRW�VOHHS�HQRXJKއ

 hn
c. IXa DAUGHTER IXa FUTURE QUEEN BE_POSSIBLE(2)ݲ�� 1
ވ�Q�WKH�IXWXUH��WKH�GDXJKWHU�FRXOG�EHFRPH�TXHHQ,އ

d. DATE TWO^FIVE DECEMBER TRAIN IX(LOC) SEAT EMPTY 
   hn
BE_POSSIBLE(2) PALM_BACKݲ�� 1
�ވ�W�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�QG�IUHH�VHDWV�RQ�WKH�WUDLQ�RQ�'HFHPEHU���th,އ

When the signer has no knowledge or evidence about the likelihood 
of the event, (s)he can use the sentence adverbial MAYBE (a) [LEXICON 
3.5], the modal SEEM (b), or the verb KNOW^NOT (c) occurring with the 
typical non-manual for negation, i.e. headshake.

a. MAYBE

b. SEEM

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_bheadachebepossible1reasonsleeplittle.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_cixdaughterixfuturequeenbepossible2.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_ddatetwofivedecembertrainixlocseatemptybepossible2.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 295
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

 

c. KNOW^NOT

ވR�QRW�NQRZ'އ

We provide one example for each marker below. 

a. MAYBE IX BROTHER POSS1 ACCIDENT � 1
ވ�FDU��DFFLGHQW��0D\EH�P\�EURWKHU�KDG�Dއ

b. SEEM IX BROTHER POSS1 FORGET � 1
ވ��RXU�DSSRLQWPHQW��W�VHHPV�WKDW�P\�EURWKHU�IRUJRW,އ

 hs
c. IX BROTHER POSS1 WHERE IX1 KNOW^NOT � 1
ވ��GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�P\�EURWKHU�LV,އ

3.3.4 Agreement markers

In LIS, plain verbs [LEXICON 3.2.1], namely verbs articulated on the body, 
can realise agreement with their arguments through an agreement 
marker that can be considered an auxiliary (glossed AUX). This is a se-
mantically empty deictic sign that can be used to express agreement 
relation only when animate arguments are involved. AUX is phonolog-
ically similar to a pronoun, thus it could be an instance of grammati-
calisation of a pronominal element into an auxiliary. It displays a path 
movement from the subject to the object of the predicate. As we can see 
in the following example, the agreement marker AUX follows the verb.

GIANNIa PIETROb BE_FAMILIAR aAUXbݲ�� 1
�ވ�LDQQL�NQRZV�3LHWUR*އ
(based on Bertone 2011, 159)

AUX can express all person combinations. We provide three illustra-
WLYH�H[DPSOHV��LQ��D��LW�UHDOLVHV�DJUHHPHQW�EHWZHHQ�D�UVW�SHUVRQ�VLQ-

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_amaybeixbrotherposs1accident.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_bseemixbrotherposs1forget.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_3_2_cixbrotherposs1whereix1knownot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_4_giannipietrobefamiliaraux.mp4
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gular subject and a third person singular object; in (b) agreement is 
EHWZHHQ�D�VHFRQG�SHUVRQ�VLQJXODU�VXEMHFW�DQG�D�UVW�SHUVRQ�VLQJX-
lar object; in (c) AUX connects a second person singular subject with 
a third person plural object. 

a. IX1 IX3 BE_FAMILIAR 1AUX3ݲ�� 1
ވ��NQRZ�KLP�KHU,އ

b. IX2 IX1 BE_FAMILIAR 2AUX1 SURE � 1
ވ�RX�NQRZ�PH�IRU�VXUH>އ

c. IX2 IX3pl IX2 BE_FAMILIAR 2AUX3plݲ�� 1
ވ�RX�NQRZ�WKHP>އ

Interestingly, AUX can also be employed with agreement verbs show-
ing two points of articulation, such as GIVE. In such instances, the oc-
currence of the auxiliary is to reinforce the semantics of the verb, so 
it is not obligatory since the verb is already marking the agreement 
between the subject and the indirect object. See the example below. 

GIANNIa PIETROb BOOK aGIVEb aAUXbݲ�� 1
ވ�LDQQL�JLYHV�WKH�ERRN�WR�3LHWUR*އ

A further auxiliary marker is GIVE_AUX, which is a causative auxiliary 
marker employed in causative psychological predicates to show overt 
morphological agreement with the subject (EARTHQUAKE) and the ex-
SHULHQFHU�REMHFW��UVW�SHUVRQ�VLQJXODU��[SYNTAX 2.1.1.3]. 

EARTHQUAKE GIVE_AUX1 FEAR � 1
ވ�DUWKTXDNHV�VFDUH�PH)އ

3.4 Adjectives

Adjectives are typically used to describe, qualify, or specify a nomi-
nal element. Note that the same sign may be used as an adjective or 
DQ�DGYHUELDO��DV�H[HPSOLHG�EHORZ�ZLWK�WKH�VLJQ�QUICK [LEXICON 3.5].

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_4_aix1ix3befamiliaraux.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_4_bix2ix1befamiliarauxsure.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_4_cix2ix3plix2befamiliaraux.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_4_giannipietrobookgiveaux.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_3_4_earthquakegiveauxfear.mp4
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FAST

ވ4XLFNއ
ވ\4XLFNOއ

6RPH�DGMHFWLYHV�LQ�/,6�PXVW�FR�RFFXU�ZLWK�VSHFLF�QRQ�PDQXDOV��XVX-
ally connected with the semantic meaning of the sign. To illustrate, 
the adjective THIN must be simultaneously articulated with tongue 
protrusion (tp), which typically indicates small amount or thinness.

 

 tp
THIN

A functional distinction that it is important to keep in mind is that be-
tween attributive and predicative adjectives. On the one hand, attribu-
tive adjectives occur within the noun phrase and modify the noun. For a 
discussion of the syntactic distribution of adjectives within the nominal 
phrase see [SYNTAX 4.5]. On the other hand, predicative adjectives func-
tion as verbs: they do not directly combine with the noun, but predicate 
something about it.

The distinction between attributive and predicative adjectives might 
not be straightforward in LIS since both types of adjectives usually follow 
the noun they refer to. So, for instance, in a sequence of manual signs 
like FURNITURE OLD, the adjective OLD can function both as attributive and 
predicative adjective (the old furniture vs. the furniture is old). So, word 
order cannot be used as diagnostic test. How the two functions can be 
distinguished is discussed in the next sections with concrete examples.
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3.4.1 Attributive adjectives

Attributive adjectives combine with a noun within the noun phrase. 
We provide below a couple of adjectives that can be used attributive-
ly: BEAUTIFUL and BIG.

a. BEAUTIFUL

b. BIG

Looking at the articulation of these adjectives, we can see that BEAUTI-
FUL is body anchored (a), whereas BIG is produced in the neutral space 
(b). The distinction between body-anchored and non-body-anchored 
adjectives is relevant in terms of agreement [SYNTAX 4.5]. 

The lexical category of adjectives also includes Size-and-Shape-
6SHFLHUV��6$66�� [MORPHOLOGY 5.2], signs denoting the shape of the 
referent. For example, the SASS illustrated below can be used to de-
VFULEH�D�URXQG�VKDSH��DQG�KHQFH�IXOOV�DQ�DGMHFWLYDO�IXQFWLRQ�
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6$66�FXUYHG�RSHQ�/��ވURXQGއ�
ވ5RXQGއ

The fact that an attributive adjective and the related noun belong to the 
same noun phrase is signalled non-manually and prosodically. In the 
example below, the adjective OLD is an attribute of the noun FURNITURE. 
These two signs are marked by the same non-manuals, which gener-
ally consist in raised eyebrows (re), although variation across sign-
ers is documented in terms of intensity and kind of facial expression.

 re
FURNITUREa OLD IXa CHANGE NEED � 1
�ވ�7KH�ROG�IXUQLWXUH�PXVW�EH�UHSODFHGއ
(adapted from Bertone 2007, 166)

The pointing sign (IX) occurring at the end of the noun phrase is op-
tional. On the optionality of pointing signs, the reader is referred to 
WKH�VHFWLRQ�RQ�GHQLWH�GHWHUPLQHUV�[LEXICON 3.6.1].

 re
FURNITURE OLD CHANGE NEED � 1
�ވ�7KH�ROG�IXUQLWXUH�PXVW�EH�UHSODFHGއ
(adapted from Bertone 2007, 166)

The distinction between the noun phrase (containing noun and at-
tributive adjective) FURNITURE OLD (IX) and the verb phrase CHANGE 
NEED�LV�XVXDOO\�VLJQDOOHG�E\��L��WKH�XVH�RI�GLೲHUHQW�QRQ�PDQXDOV��LL��
the presence of an (optional) pointing sign (IX), which generally is the 
last element of noun phrase, and iii) an in-between prosodic break, 
which is typically combined with a head nod.

Most adjectives in LIS are independent manual signs (like BIG 
above). However, some adjectival meanings can be conveyed through 
non-manuals simultaneously combined with the noun they modify. We 
provide below a couple of examples to clarify this possibility. 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_4_1_furnitureoldixchangeneed.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_4_1_furnitureoldchangeneed.mp4
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 tp
a. STREET 
�ވ1DUURZ�VWUHHWއ
(recreated from Petitta, Di Renzo, Chiari 2015, 161)

 md
 fe

b. YELLOW 
ވLVJXVWLQJ�\HOORZ'އ
(inspired by Fornasiero 2015, 89)

 fe
c. RED 
�ވDUN�UHG'އ
(recreated from Bertone 2011, 29)

In (a), tongue protrusion (tp) simultaneously layered on the manual 
sign STREET�H[SUHVVHV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RIއ�QDUURZވ��)XUURZHG�H\HEURZV�
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(fe) together with tensed mouth-corners down (md) can be used to ex-
SUHVV�FRQWHPSW��DV�H[HPSOLHG�LQ��E���)XUURZHG�EURZV�FR�RFFXUULQJ�
with a colour sign like RED indicates a dark tint, as in (c). 

3.4.2 Predicative adjectives

As the label suggests, predicative adjectives function as predicates, 
hence are used to state something about the noun. Contrary to their 
attributive counterpart, predicative adjectives are not included in the 
noun phrase. An illustrative example is reported below.

 re 
FURNITUREa IX(B)a OLD � 1
���������DGDSWHG�IURP�%HUWRQH��ވ�7KH�IXUQLWXUH�LV�ROGއ

The predicative nature of the adjective OLD can be recognised through 
the following cues: i) absence of the non-manuals characterising noun 
phrases, ii) presence of an (optional) localising pointing sign between 
noun and adjective, and iii) a prosodic break combined with a head 
nod signalling the boundary between noun phrase and verb phrase. 

The pointing sign IX can be expressed by the dominant hand af-
ter the noun or, alternatively, it can be expressed by the non-domi-
nant hand while the dominant hand articulates the noun FURNITURE.
6RPH�SUHGLFDWLYH�DGMHFWLYHV�PLJKW�DOORZ�IRU�DVSHFWXDO�LQHFWLRQ��

This is discussed in [MORPHOLOGY 3.3]. Syntactic characteristics of non-
verbal predication are addressed in [SYNTAX 2.1.4].

3.5 Adverbials

Adverbials, like adjectives, are modifying elements: they can modi-
fy sentences, verbs, adjectives or other adverbials. 

In some languages, adverbials are usually marked by derivation-
DO�DೲL[HV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��LQ�,WDOLDQ�WKH�VXೲL[��mente�LGHQWLHV�D�NLQG�
of adverbial (e.g. lenta-menteއ��VORZ�O\ވ��

In the sign languages studied to date, LIS included, there seems to 
be no morphological systematic distinction between adjectives (a) and 
the corresponding adverbial (b), as shown by the following examples.

a. YOUNGa IXa FAST � 1
ވ�7KH�ER\�LV�TXLFNއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_4_2_furnitureixbold.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_ayoungixfast.mp4
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b. YOUNGa IXa RUN FAST � 1
ވ�\7KH�ER\�UXQV�TXLFNOއ

$V�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH��E��H[DPSOH�DERYH��DGYHUELDO�PRGLFDWLRQ�LQ�/,6�PD\�
EH�UHDOLVHG�ZLWK�D�VSHFLF�VLJQ��+RZHYHU��DGYHUELDO�PRGLFDWLRQ�FDQ�
DOVR�EH�VLPXOWDQHRXV��7KLV�KDSSHQV�ZKHQ�PRGLFDWLRQ�LV�H[SUHVVHG�
E\�VSHFLF�QRQ�PDQXDOV�WKDW�FRQYH\�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�DGYHUE�RU�E\�
WKH�PRGLFDWLRQ�RI�D�PDQXDO�SDUDPHWHU��OLNH�PRYHPHQW��7KH�IROORZ-
ing two examples illustrate these two possibilities.

 ce we
 blow

a. SARA BOOK READ[fast]ݲ�� 1
�ވ�6DUD�UHDGV�TXLFNO\�D�ERRNއ
(based on Lerose 2012, 328)

 fe
 sq

b. YOUNGa IXa RUN[fast]ݲ�� 1
ވ�7KH�ER\�UXQV�IDVWއ

In (a) the verb READ is performed with a quick and sharp movement 
DQG�LW� LV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�VSHFLF�PRXWK�JHVWXUH��,Q��E��D�PRXWK�
gesture indicates the way in which the action described by the verb 
takes place and the verb is performed with a more rapid and repeat-
ed movement.
:KHQ�RYHUWO\�H[SUHVVHG�E\�D�VSHFLF�VLJQ��DGYHUELDOV�EHKDYH�LQ�GLI-

ferent ways depending on the type of adverb. It is possible to identi-
I\�GLೲHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�FODVVLFDWLRQ��7KH�FODVVLFDWLRQ�ZH�SURSRVH�FRQ-
siders the semantic aspect of adverbials. 

Manner adverbs indicate the way an action takes place. They are 
mostly expressed by non-manuals, as in (a) and (b) above, but if they 
are expressed by a sign, it usually follows the verb. Examples of this 
phenomenon are reported below.

a. YOUNGa IXa RUN FAST � 1
ވ�7KH�ER\�UXQV�IDVWއ

b. SARA READ FAST � 1
ވ�\6DUD�UHDGV�TXLFNOއ
(based on Lerose 2012, 327)

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_byoungixrunfast.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_asarabookread.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_byoungixrun.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_ayoungixrunfast.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_bsarareadfast.mp4
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Locative adverbs indicate where an action takes place. They are usu-
DOO\�H[SUHVVHG�E\�D�VSHFLF�OH[LFDO�VLJQ�RU�E\�D�GHLFWLF�IRUP�SRLQWLQJ�
WRZDUG�D�ORFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VLJQLQJ�VSDFH��+HUH�ZH�FDQ�QG�DQ�H[DPSOH�

DAVIDE EAT OUTSIDE � 1
ވ�DYLGH�HDWV�RXW'އ
(based on Lerose 2012, 333)

Temporal adverbs indicate the time in which an action takes place. 
7KH\�DUH�XVXDOO\�H[SUHVVHG�E\�D�VSHFLF�OH[LFDO�VLJQ�

TODAY DAVIDE COME � 1
�ވ�7RGD\�'DYLGH�LV�FRPLQJއ
(based on Lerose 2012, 336)

The unmarked position of temporal adverbs is at the beginning of the 
sentence, even if other positions are possible. 
,Q�VRPH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��LW�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�WR�XVH�D�VSHFLF�VLJQ��

but the adverb is expressed by the repetition of the verb. For exam-
ple, the adverb ALWAYS can be expressed by a lexical sign (a) or by the 
reduplication of the movement of the verb (b).

a. SARA READ ALWAYS � 1
ވ�6DUD�DOZD\V�UHDGVއ

b. SARA READ++ � 1
ވ�6DUD�DOZD\V�UHDGVއ

4XDQWLWDWLYH�DGYHUEV�LQGLFDWH�DQ�LQGHQLWH�TXDQWLW\�WKDW�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�
action performed by the verb. They are usually expressed by non-man-
uals (prolonged mouthing and squint), and by modifying the param-
eter of movement within the verb sign, as in the following example.

 sq
ވVW>XXX@GLDއ 
DAVIDE STUDY++ � 1
�����������EDVHG�RQ�/HURVH��ވ�DYLGH�VWXGLHV�D�ORW'އ

+RZHYHU��WKH�VDPH�PHDQLQJ�FDQ�EH�FRQYH\HG�E\�D�VSHFLF�VLJQ��OLNH�
in the following examples:

a. DAVIDE STUDY MANY � 1
ވ�DYLGH�VWXGLHV�D�ORW'އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_davideeatoutside.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_todaydavidecome.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_asarareadalways.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_bsararead.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_davidestudy.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_adavidestudymany.mp4
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b. DAVIDE STUDY VERY � 1
ވ�DYLGH�VWXGLHV�D�ORW'އ

In this last example, the status of VERY is not very clear. Some sign-
ers do not consider it a sign but a gesture, also used by hearing peo-
ple in the Italian culture.

Speaker-oriented adverbs express a judgment or an evaluation. In 
WKLV�FDVH��WKH�DGYHUE�LV�XVXDOO\�H[SUHVVHG�E\�D�VSHFLF�VLJQ�DQG�LWV�
corresponding non-manual marking.

SURE GIANNI COME � 1
ވ�LDQQL�LV�VXUHO\�FRPLQJ*އ
(based on Lerose 2012, 344)

In this case, the position of the adverb in the sentence does not 
change the meaning of the sentence itself.

a. GIANNI COME SURE � 1
ވ�LDQQL�LV�VXUHO\�FRPLQJ*އ

b. GIANNI SURE COME � 1
ވ�LDQQL�LV�VXUHO\�FRPLQJ*އ

It is also possible to convey the meaning of speaker-oriented adverbs 
by modifying the movement component of the verb and adding a spe-
FLF�QRQ�PDQXDO�PDUNLQJ��$V�LOOXVWUDWHG�EHORZ��FHUWDLQW\�FDQ�EH�FRQ-
veyed by articulating the verb with a sharp and quick movement and 
a simultaneously head nod (a). To express doubt, the verb is usually 
executed in a less tense way with sideward head tilt and downward 
mouth-corners (b).

 hn
a. DANIELE COME[fast]ݲ�� 1
ވ�DQLHOH�LV�VXUHO\�FRPLQJ'އ

 ht-left
 md

b. DANIELE COME � 1
ވ�\DQLHOH�LV�FRPLQJ�SUREDEO'އ

For adverbs of negation see [MORPHOLOGY 3.5] and [SYNTAX 1.5]. For more 
details on the distribution of adverbs, see [SYNTAX 2.3.1.6].

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_bdavidestudyvery.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_suregiannicome.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_agiannicomesure.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_bgiannisurecome.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_adanielecome.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_5_bdanielecome.mp4
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3.5.1 Verb-oriented adverbials
To be developed.

3.5.2 Sentence adverbials
To be developed.

3.6 Determiners

$�GHWHUPLQHU�LV�DQ�LWHP�WKDW�FRPELQHV�ZLWK�WKH�QRXQ�DQG�VSHFLHV�LWV�
referentiality, i.e. the relation between the noun and what the noun 
refers to [PRAGMATICS 1]��6SHFLFDOO\��LW�LQGLFDWHV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�QRXQ�UH-
IHUV�WR�D�GHQLWH�RU�LQGHQLWH�HOHPHQW�RI�D�FODVV��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��GH-
WHUPLQHUV�DUH�XVXDOO\�FDWHJRULVHG�LQWR�WZR�FODVVHV��GHQLWH�[LEXICON 
3.6.1]�DQG�LQGHQLWH�[LEXICON 3.6.2]. 

The term determiners is intended here to include both articles and 
demonstratives. The syntactic distribution of determiners in LIS is 
addressed in [SYNTAX 4.1].

3.6.1 Definite determiners

*HQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��GHQLWH�GHWHUPLQHUV�DUH�XVHG�ZKHQ�WKH�DG-
dressee can identify who or what is being talked about. 

In LIS, they are realised through pointing signs directed toward 
a spatial location. They are usually articulated with a G handshape. 
Bear in mind that pointing signs are polyfunctional elements in that 
WKH\�FDQ�IXOO�VHYHUDO�JUDPPDWLFDO�IXQFWLRQV��GHWHUPLQHUV��GHPRQ-
stratives, personal pronouns [LEXICON 3.7.2], locatives [LEXICON 3.7.1], and 
(in some varieties) possessives [LEXICON 3.7.3]. Determining the func-
tion of a given pointing sign solely on the basis of its phonological ar-
ticulation is not always straightforward. The syntactic distribution 
and the phrasal context may help shed further light on its nature.
'HQLWH�GHWHUPLQHUV�FDQ�IXQFWLRQ�HLWKHU�DV�DUWLFOHV�RU�GHPRQ-

VWUDWLYHV��7KLV�IXQFWLRQDO�GLVWLQFWLRQ�LV�UHHFWHG�LQ�GLೲHUHQFHV�LQ�
DUWLFXODWLRQ�DQG�XVDJH��'HQLWH�DUWLFOHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�SRLQWLQJ�VLJQV�
with a relaxed position realised quickly and not directed toward 
D�VSHFLF�SRLQW��7KHLU�PRYHPHQW�FDQQRW�XQGHUJR�SDWK�YDULDWLRQ�
(near vs. far). 
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IX(def) 

7KH�UHIHUHQW�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�GHQLWH�DUWLFOH�PXVW�EH�FOHDUO\�LGHQ-
WLDEOH�WR�WKH�DGGUHVVHH��7R�LOOXVWUDWH�WKLV�SRLQW��ZH�SURYLGH�EHORZ�
WKUHH�FRQFUHWH�H[DPSOHV�LQ�ZKLFK�GHQLWH�DUWLFOHV�FDQ�EH�IRXQG��,W�
LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW��LQ�DOO�WKUHH�FDVHV��WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�GHQLWH�
article is not compulsory [SYNTAX 4.1.1.4]. This optionality is shown in 
WKH�SDLUV�RI�VHQWHQFHV�EHORZ��ZKLFK�GLೲHU�IRU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�DEVHQFH�
of the pointing sign, IX(def). 
$�UVW�SXUSRVH�IRU�XVLQJ�D�GHQLWH�GHWHUPLQHU�LV�WR�UHIHU�EDFN�WR�

someone (or something) that has been previously mentioned in the 
GLVFRXUVH��,Q��D��EHORZ��D�PDQ�LV�UVW�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�
then he is mentioned again. At the second mentioning, the address-
ee is already familiar with the referent (MAN��DQG�LGHQWLHV�LW�RQ�WKH�
basis of the linguistic context.

a. MAN UMBRELLA TAKE � 1
ވ�7KH�PDQ�WRRN�WKH�XPEUHOODއ

b. MAN IX(def) UMBRELLA TAKE � 1
ވ�7KH�PDQ�WRRN�WKH�XPEUHOODއ

'HQLWH�GHWHUPLQHUV�PD\�DOVR�UHIHU�WR�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�RU�VRPHRQH�WKDW�
LV�HDVLO\�LGHQWLDEOH�LQ�WKH�H[WUD�OLQJXLVWLF�FRQWH[W��,Q�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
examples, two friends are doing some handwork together and there 
are several tools on the table. One asks the other to pass him the ham-
mer. The referent (HAMMER��LV�LGHQWLHG�WKURXJK�WKH�H[WUD�OLQJXLV-
tic context. Indeed, it is visible both to the signer and the addressee.

a. HAMMER 2GIVE1ݲ�� 1
ވ�LYH�PH�WKH�KDPPHU*އ

b. HAMMERa IX(def)a 2GIVE1ݲ�� 1
ވ�LYH�PH�WKH�KDPPHU*އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_amanumbrellatake.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_bmanixdefumbrellatake.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_ahammergive.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_bhammerixdefgive.mp4
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)LQDOO\��GHQLWH�GHWHUPLQHUV�PD\�DOVR�EH�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�WR�D�UHIHUHQW�
which is unique in its genre. In the following examples, the Pope was 
LQ�5RPH�DQG�YLVLWHG�WKH�,WDOLDQ�3DUOLDPHQW��7KH�DGGUHVVHH�LGHQWLHV�
the referent (POPE) because it is unique in its genre (similarly to the 
moon, the engine of a car, and the bride when talking about a wedding). 

a. POPE PARLIAMENT GO � 1
ވ�7KH�3RSH�ZHQW�WR�WKH�3DUOLDPHQWއ

b. POPEa IX(def)a PARLIAMENT GO � 1
ވ�7KH�3RSH�ZHQW�WR�WKH�3DUOLDPHQWއ

Like in some other languages, LIS allows for proper nouns to occur 
ZLWK�GHQLWH�DUWLFOHV��$V�LOOXVWUDWHG�LQ�WKH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ��WKH�QDPH�
sign MARIA is followed by the article.

 wh
MARIA IX(def) BRING Qartichokeݲ�� 1
ވ"KDW�GLG�0DULD�EULQJ:އ

'HPRQVWUDWLYHV�DUH�LQWULQVLFDOO\�GHQLWH��VR�WKH\�GR�QRW�KDYH�DQ�LQ-
GHQLWH�FRXQWHUSDUW��/LNH�DUWLFOHV��GHPRQVWUDWLYHV�DUH�UHDOLVHG�DV�
SRLQWLQJ�VLJQV��8QOLNH�DUWLFOHV��WKH\�XVXDOO\�SRLQW�WRZDUG�D�VSHFLF�
point in the signing space and are articulated with a tense movement. 

IX(dem) 

To illustrate, we provide below a sentence including a pointing sign 
functioning as demonstrative, here glossed as IX(dem).

BOOK IX(dem) IX1 BUY WANT IX1ݲ�� 1
����������DGDSWHG�IURP�%UXQHOOL��ވ��ZDQW�WR�EX\�WKLV�ERRN,އ

The plural form of demonstratives is usually realised moving the 
pointing sign through an arc-shaped path on the horizontal plane. 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_apopeparliamentgo.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_bpopeixdefparliamentgo.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_mariaixdefbringqartichoke.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_bookixdemix1buywantix1.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 308
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

This sign is glossed as IX(dem)arc. 

BOOK IX(dem)arc IX1 BUY WANT � 1
����������DGDSWHG�IURP�%UXQHOOL��ވ��ZDQW�WR�EX\�WKHVH�ERRNV,އ

Demonstratives in LIS can be marked for emphasis through move-
ment reduplication. This form is glossed as IX�GHP����

BOOK IX�GHP��� IX1 BUY WANT IX1ݲ�� 1
����������DGDSWHG�IURP�%UXQHOOL��ވ��ZDQW�WR�EX\�WKLV�YHU\�ERRN,އ

Unlike articles, demonstratives are obligatory in their contexts. They 
signal that the referent is directly accessible to the addressee. The 
relationship between demonstrative and referent can be of two types: 
deictic or anaphoric. Deictic demonstratives are used to refer to en-
tities present in the extra-linguistic context. For example, Gianni 
is looking for a chair in the classroom and Maria suggests that he 
should take the chair located close to her.

CHAIR IX(dem) TAKE � 1
ވ�7DNH�WKLV�FKDLUއ

Since deictic demonstratives rely on the surrounding extra-linguis-
tic context, they might refer to entities more or less distant from the 
signer. The distance between signer and referent is signalled by the 
extension of the movement of the arm in the signing space. For ex-
DPSOH��LI�WKH�FKDLU�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�VLJQHUވV�ERG\��WKH�PRYHPHQW�RI�WKH�
demonstrative is short (proximal demonstrative). On the contrary, if 
WKH�FKDLU�LV�LQ�D�GLVWDQW�ORFDWLRQ��WKH�GHPRQVWUDWLYH�UHHFWV�WKLV�GLV-
tance with a longer movement (distal demonstrative). Proximal (a) 
DQG�GLVWDO��E��GHPRQVWUDWLYHV�DUH�H[HPSOLHG�EHORZ�

 

a. CHAIR IX(dem)[proximal]
ވ7KLV�FKDLUއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_bookixdemarcix1buywant.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_bookixdemix1buywantix1.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_chairixdemtake.mp4
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b. CHAIR IX(dem)[distal]
ވ7KDW�FKDLUއ

Unlike deictic demonstratives, anaphoric demonstratives are used to 
refer to entities that are not present in the extra-linguistic context, 
but have been previously mentioned in the discourse. In the example 
EHORZ��WKH�VLJQHU�WHOOV�D�IULHQG�WKDW�KH�XVXDOO\�EXLOGV�ORWV�RI�GLೲHU-
ent chairs in his lab and that the previous week he built a chair with 
UH�UHVLVWDQW�PDWHULDOV��/DWHU�LQ�WKH�GLVFRXUVH��KH�DQDSKRULFDOO\�UH-
IHUV�EDFN�WR�WKH�UH�UHVLVWDQW�FKDLU�WR�VSHFLI\�LWV�YDOXH�

CHAIRa PEa IX1 SELL THREE^HUNDRED EURO � 1
ވ��VROG�WKLV�FKDLU�IRU�WKUHH�KXQGUHG�HXURV,އ

When the demonstrative anaphorically refers to a previously men-
tioned referent, signers typically use the sign PE. This sign is real-
ised with G handshape and wrist rotation, from supine to prone. PE 
is shown in isolation below.

PE � 1

$QRWKHU�GLೲHUHQFH�WKDW�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�GHPRQVWUDWLYHV�IURP�DUWLFOHV�LV�
that they can also be produced in isolation, namely without the noun. 
The pronominal use of demonstratives is addressed in [LEXICON 3.7.1].

3.6.2 Indefinite determiners

,QGHQLWH�GHWHUPLQHUV�DUH�XVHG�ZKHQ�WKH�DGGUHVVHH�LV�QRW�VXSSRVHG�
WR�NQRZ�ZKR�RU�ZKDW�LV�EHLQJ�WDONHG�DERXW��/,6�KDV�D�VLQJXODU�LQGH-
QLWH�DUWLFOH�UHDOLVHG�ZLWK�D�*�RU�6�KDQGVKDSH��7KH�QJHUWLS�LV�RULHQWHG�
upward and the palm usually has a slightly contralateral orientation.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_chairpeix1sellthreehundredeuro.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_1_pe.mp4
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a. ONE(indef)(G)

b. ONE(indef)(S)

It is usually produced in a steady position in an unmarked spatial lo-
cation. Alternatively, it can be accompanied with a slightly tremoring 
PRWLRQ��7KLV�DUWLFXODWLRQ�FRUUHODWHV�ZLWK�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�LGHQWLDELOLW\�
RI�WKH�QRPLQDO�H[SUHVVLRQ��WKH�PRUH�XQLGHQWLDEOH�WKH�UHIHUHQW��WKH�
EURDGHU�WKH�WUHPRULQJ�PRWLRQ��7KH�LQGHQLWH�DUWLFOH�XVXDOO\�FR�RFFXUV�
with facial expression denoting uncertainty, which consists in pull-
ing the corners of the mouth down and slightly raising the eyebrows.
,Q�/,6��WKH�LQGHQLWH�DUWLFOH�ONE(indef) is used to introduce a new 

referent in the discourse. An example is provided below.

ONE(indef) DEAF IX1 MEET  � 1
ވ�\�PHW�D�GHDI�JX,އ

/LNH�WKH�GHQLWH�DUWLFOH��WKH�LQGHQLWH�DUWLFOH�ONE(indef) is not ob-
ligatory in its contexts. Indeed, the example below is also accepta-
ble without ONE(indef).

DEAF IX1 MEET � 1
ވ�\�PHW�D�GHDI�JX,އ

,W�KDV�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKH�LQGHQLWH�DUWLFOH�LV�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�
produced by the middle-aged and older population of LIS signers. On 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_2_oneindefdeafix1meet.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_6_2_deafix1meet.mp4
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the other hands, young signers tend to omit the manual sign and ex-
SUHVV�LQGHQLWHQHVV�E\�PHDQV�RI�QRQ�PDQXDOV��VHH�[SOCIO-HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND 4.4] and [SYNTAX 4.1.1.4]). 

3.7 Pronouns

A pronoun is a linguistic element that replaces a noun or a noun phrase 
LQ�D�VHQWHQFH��$V�LQ�RWKHU�ODQJXDJHV��SURQRXQV�LQ�/,6�FDQ�EH�FODVVLHG�
LQWR�GLೲHUHQW�FDWHJRULHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�XVH�DQG�VHPDQWLF�FRQWULEX-
tion. These categories are discussed in detail in the following sections.

3.7.1 Locative and demonstrative pronouns

Locative pronouns are used to denote a position in space. In LIS, 
they are typically realised as pointing signs directed toward the ac-
tual (absolute) location in real space or, alternatively, toward a spa-
tial point previously established in the discourse. 

IX1 EAT IX�ORF�ݲ�� 1
ވ�OO�HDW�WKHUHވ,އ

The most frequent realisation of locative pointing signs is with G 
handshape and downward palm orientation. The extension of the 
movement of the arm indicates how far the location is from the per-
spective of the signer. The screenshots below show locative pronouns 
ZLWK�GLೲHUHQW�GHJUHHV�RI�H[WHQVLRQ�

a. IX(loc)[proximal]
ވHUH+އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_ix1eatixloc.mp4
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b. IX(loc)[contra
_

distal]
ވ7KHUHއ

c. IX(loc)[ipsi
_

distal]
ވ7KHUHއ

,I�VSHFLDO�HPSKDVLV�LV�QHHGHG��IRU�LQVWDQFH�WR�FRQWUDVW�WZR�GLೲHUHQW�
locations, a repeated movement can be added to the pointing sign. 
This is shown in the example below.

 om
IX(loc)a PERSON++ CL(5): ‘be_many_at_Dވ� 

  tp
IX(loc)b PERSON++  CL(5): ‘be_few_at_Eݲވ�� 1
‘There are many people there (location a) and few people there 
(location b�ވ�

Demonstratives [LEXICON 3.6.1] are typically used to indicate a refer-
HQW�E\�XVLQJ�DQ�DFW�RI�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ��L�Hއ��WKLVވ�LQ�(QJOLVK��DVVRFLDW-
ed to a pointing in a position close to the speaker). These elements 
FDQ�FRPELQH�ZLWK�QRXQV��WKXV�EHKDYLQJ�DV�QRPLQDO�PRGLHUV�[SYNTAX 
4.1.2], or they can be used pronominally, without a noun. In this sec-
tion, we focus on this second usage. To illustrate, we present below 
an example containing a demonstrative pronoun.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_ixlocpersoncl5bemanyataixlocpersoncl5befewatb.mp4
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IX(dem) IX1 WANT  � 1
ވ��ZDQW�WKLV,އ

%HFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�GHQLWH�QDWXUH��GHPRQVWUDWLYH�SURQRXQV�LQ�/,6�DUH�DO-
ZD\V�KHDGHG�WRZDUG�D�VSHFLF�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�VLJQLQJ�VSDFH��1RQ�PDQXDO-
ly, proximity (i.e. nearness in space) may be marked by wide-open eyes 
(we), whereas distality (i.e. farness in space) may be signalled by squint 
eyes (sq). As for the articulation of demonstrative pronouns, there are 
WKUHH�SRVVLEOH�UHDOLVDWLRQV��ZKLFK�DOVR�UHHFW�GLೲHUHQFHV�LQ�XVDJH��
The most common form is a pointing sign with a straight path move-
ment. Below, we show both the proximal (a) and distal (b) realisation.

 we
a. IX(dem)straight[proximal]ݲ�� 1

 sq
b. IX(dem)VWUDLJKW>GLVWDO@ݲ� 1

Pointing signs with straight path movement realise canonical deictic 
demonstratives, thus referring to entities present in the surrounding 
extra-linguistic context.

Another possibility is to articulate the pointing sign with wrist piv-
oting from radial to ulnar and a co-occurring implosive mouth ges-
WXUH��ZKLFK�LV�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�LGHQWLHG�E\�WKH�JORVV�PE.

� >S@
a. IX(dem)pivoting[proximal]ݲ�� 1

� >S@
b. IX(dem)pivoting[distal]ݲݲ�� 1

Pointing signs with wrist pivoting realise anaphoric demonstratives, 
thus referring to entities previously mentioned in the discourse. De-
monstratives can be used anaphorically when they point to a location 
in the neutral space, so they have a deictic component, but by doing 
so they pick up a position previously associated to a given referent.

The last type of demonstrative pronoun is a pointing sign with 
wrist rotation either from prone to supine (a) or vice versa (b). 

a. IX(dem)rotating[ipsi]ݲ�� 1

b. IX(dem)rotating[contra]ݲ�� 1

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_ixdemix1want.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_aixdemstraightproximal.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_bixdemstraightdistal.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_aixdempivotingproximal.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_bixdempivotingdistal.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_aixdemrotatingipsi.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_1_bixdemrotatingcontra.mp4
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Pointing signs with wrist rotation are typically used to select a ref-
erent between two alternatives. Indeed, they rotate moving from the 
non-selected to the selected option. 

As previously observed with locative pronouns, the extension of 
the movement of the arm used to articulate demonstrative pronouns 
show the distance between signer and target. As discussed before, 
another strategy that signals distance is represented by the non-man-
uals which can co-occur with the demonstrative pronouns: wide-open 
eyes and in some cases also tongue protrusion signal proximity (a), 
while squinted eyes signal distality (b). 

 tp
 we

a. IX(dem)[proximal]

 sq
b. IX(dem)[distal]

Moreover, demonstrative pointing signs may be accompanied by the 
eye-gaze pointing toward the same direction. This is a further cue 
that helps the addressee to identify the relevant referent(s) in space.



Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 315
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

3.7.2 Personal pronouns

Personal pronouns are used in place of nouns to refer to animate or in-
animate entities. In LIS, they are typically realised as pointing signs 
articulated with G handshape. Such signs can be pointed toward pre-
sent referents (deictic use) or toward loci in the signing space that 
have previously been associated with absent referents (anaphoric use).

Personal pronouns in LIS can incorporate grammatical features, 
such as person, number, clusivity, case, and logophoricity.

In some cases, LIS admits the possibility to omit personal pro-
nouns. For more details, the reader is referred to the section on null 
arguments [SYNTAX 2.4].

3.7.2.1 Person

Personal pronouns encode the person feature, and hence distinguish 
EHWZHHQ�GLೲHUHQW�SDUWLFLSDQW�UROHV�LQ�WKH�GLVFRXUVH��VXFK�DV�VLJQHU��
addressee, and non-addressed participant.
7KH�VLJQHU��L�H��UVW�SHUVRQ��LV�W\SLFDOO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�E\�KHDGLQJ�WKH�

pointing sign realised with ipsilateral palm orientation toward the 
FHQWUH�RI�WKH�FKHVW��'LೲHUHQWO\�IURP�RWKHU�SHUVRQDO�SURQRXQV��UVW�
person pronouns have a constant and stable form, which does not 
vary according from context to context.

 

IX1

The addressee (i.e. second person) is typically referred to by point-
ing toward the locus associated with the addressee. The articulation 
of this pronoun displays palm sideways orientation and requires the 
alignment of the pointing sign and the eye-gaze: both elements must 
point toward the same direction. Note that second-person pronoun 
GRHV�QRW�SRLQW�WRZDUG�D�[HG�GLUHFWLRQ��UDWKHU�LW�GHSHQGV�RQ�WKH�DE-
solute position of the addressee, who is not necessarily in front of the 
VLJQHU��EXW�FRXOG�EH�LQ�GLೲHUHQW�SRVLWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�
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IX2

A non-addressed participant (i.e. third person) is typically referred 
WR�E\�SRLQWLQJ�WRZDUG�D�ORFXV�GLೲHUHQW�IURP�WKDW�RI�WKH�VLJQHU�DQG�
WKH�DGGUHVVHH��$JDLQ��WKLV�GLUHFWLRQ�LV�QRW�[HG��UDWKHU�LW�GHSHQGV�RQ�
the absolute position of the referent (if present in the extra-linguis-
tic context) or the locus associated to the referent in previous dis-
course. Generally speaking, third-person pronouns are realised with 
the palm facing sideways and do not display alignment of pointing 
sign and eye-gaze. This misalignment is shown below. 

IX3 

However, in deictic uses, signers might sometimes direct a quick 
eye-gaze toward the present referent, especially in those contexts 
LQ�ZKLFK�LGHQWLFDWLRQ�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�FKDOOHQJLQJ�

eg
IX3
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3.7.2.2 Number

3HUVRQDO�SURQRXQV�LQ�/,6�WDNH�RQ�GLೲHUHQW�IRUPV�LI�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�
referent is involved.

Plural marking is realised by modifying the movement associated 
ZLWK�WKH�SRLQWLQJ�VLJQV��7ZR�GLೲHUHQW�SOXUDO�IRUPV�DUH�DWWHVWHG��L��D�
collective one, characterised by straight or circular movement, and 
ii) a distributive one, realised by heading the pointing sign toward 
multiple space points lying along a line. These options are illustrat-
ed below for each plural pronoun.
7KH�UVW�SHUVRQ�SOXUDO�SURQRXQ��LQ�LWV�FROOHFWLYH�IRUP��D���VWDUWV�

DQG�HQGV�LQ�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�ZLWK�WKH�VLJQHUވV�ORFXV�DQG�W\SLFDOO\�GLV-
plays a circular movement.

a. IX1pl-coll ݲ�� 1

b. IX1pl-distrݲ�� 1

The second-person plural pronoun, in its collective form, may be artic-
ulated: with sideways palm orientation and ipsilateral straight move-
ment (a), with downward palm orientation and ipsilateral straight 
movement (b), or with a circular movement (c).

a. IX2pl-coll �VLGHZD\V�SDOP���VWUDLJKW�PRYHPHQW�ݲ�� 1

b. IX2pl-coll �GRZQZDUG�SDOP���VWUDLJKW�PRYHPHQW����1ݲ

c. IX2pl-coll �FLUFXODU�PRYHPHQW�ݲ�� 1

d. IX2pl-distrݲ�� 1

The third-person plural pronoun, in its collective form, may be artic-
ulated: with sideways palm orientation and ipsilateral straight move-
ment (a), with downward palm orientation and ipsilateral straight 
movement (b), or with a circular movement (c).

a. IX3pl-coll �VLGHZD\V�SDOP���VWUDLJKW�PRYHPHQW�ݲ�� 1

b. IX3pl-coll �GRZQZDUG�SDOP���VWUDLJKW�PRYHPHQW����1ݲ

c. IX3pl-coll �FLUFXODU�PRYHPHQW�ݲ�� 1

d. IX3pl-distrݲ�� 1

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_aix1plcoll.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_bix1pldistr.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_aix2plcollsidewayspalmstraightmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_bix2plcolldownwardpalmstraightmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_cix2plcollcircularmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_dix2pldistr.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_aix3plcollsidewayspalmstraightmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_bix3plcolldownwardpalmstraightmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_cix3plcollcircularmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_dix3pldistr.mp4
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Another form of number marking is realised by changing the handshape 
of the pointing sign according to the number of participants involved. The 
dual form (i.e. when the pronoun refers to two entities) displays some 
phonological peculiarities, since it is realised with a repeated path move-
PHQW�DQG�LQFRUSRUDWHV�GLೲHUHQW�KDQGVKDSHV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�W\SH�RI�SDU-
ticipants involved: handshape L with sideways palm orientation is used 
IRU�UVW�SHUVRQ�SOXV�QRQ�UVW�SHUVRQ��D���ZKHUHDV�KDQGVKDSH�9�ZLWK�XS-
ZDUG�SDOP�RULHQWDWLRQ�LV�XVHG�IRU�WZR�QRQ�UVW�SHUVRQV��E��

a. IX1+3 ݲ�� 1
�ވ7KH�WZR�RI�XVއ

b. IX2a+2bݲ�� 1
ވ7KH�WZR�RI�\RXއ

:KHQ�WKH�SURQRXQ�UHIHUV�WR�WKUHH��IRXU��RU�YH�UHIHUHQWV��QXPHUDO�
incorporation [LEXICON 3.10] occurs with no distinction for participant 
type with palm facing upward. Some examples are provided below.

a. IX2pl^THREE � 1
ވ7KH�WKUHH�RI�\RXއ

b. IX1pl^FOUR � 1
ވ7KH�IRXU�RI�XVއ

c. IX3pl^FIVE � 1
ވ7KH�YH�RI�WKHPއ

Numeral incorporation within the personal pronoun is attested in LIS 
IURP�WZR�WR�YH��,I�PRUH�WKDQ�YH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�DUH�LQYROYHG��VLJQHUV�
tend to sequentially combine the plural form of the pronoun and the 
relevant numeral.

 

IX2pl SIX

ވ7KH�VL[�RI�XVއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_aix13.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_bix2a2b.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_aix2plthree.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_bix1plfour.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_2_cix3plfive.mp4
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3.7.2.3 Clusivity

Plural personal pronouns can encode clusivity distinction, thus sig-
nalling the inclusion or the exclusion of the addressee or any other 
UHIHUHQW�VDOLHQW�LQ�WKH�GLVFRXUVH��,QFOXVLYH�DQG�H[FOXVLYH�IRUPV�GLೲHU�
mainly in terms of location and non-manuals.

Inclusive pronouns are typically characterised by unmarked location 
and neutral shoulder position. The movement produced in these signs 
is at some point directed toward the locus associated with the included 
referent. A couple of examples of inclusive pronouns are shown below.

a. IX1pl-incl  � 1
��WKH�DGGUHVVHH�LV�LQFOXGHG��ވH�DOO:އ

b. IX����LQFOݲݲ��� 1
��WKH�DGGUHVVHH�LV�LQFOXGHG��ވH�WZR:އ

Exclusive pronouns highlight the non-involvement of the addressee 
or a salient referent. They are typically articulated in a marked lo-
cation, such as on the left/right side of the signing space, which cru-
cially is far from the locus associated with the excluded referent. The 
shoulders are directed toward the opposite direction of this marked 
location. 

a. IX�SO�H[FO>OHIW@ݲݲ�� 1
��WKH�DGGUHVVHH�LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG��ވH�DOO:އ

b. IX����H[FO>ULJKW@ݲݲ�� 1
��WKH�DGGUHVVHH�LV�QRW�LQFOXGHG��ވH�WZR:އ

3.7.2.4 Case

Some LIS signers acknowledge the possibility to use a pronoun which 
is phonologically homophonous to the sign PERSON. It is realised with 
a curved open L handshape combined with downward movement. 
From a semantic point of view, this sign (glossed here as IX_PERSON) 
is compatible only with single entities and, in particular, with hu-
man referents.

Interestingly, IX_PERSON appears as a case-marked pronoun since 
LW�FDQ�PDUN�WKH�REMHFW�RQO\��,W�LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�UVW��VHFRQG��DQG�
third person objects. Another restriction is that it is typically used 
in combination with plain verbs [LEXICON 3.2.1], such as BE_FAMILIAR (a) 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_3_aix1plincl.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_3_bix12incl.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_3_aix1plexclleft.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_3_bix13exclright.mp4
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and REMEMBER, and with adjectives selecting argument(s) [SYNTAX 5.2], 
such as PROUD (b).

a. IX1 IX2
_PERSON BE_FAMILIAR � 1

�ވ��NQRZ�\RX,އ

b. IX2 IX1
_PERSON PROUD � 1

�ވ�RX�DUH�SURXG�RI�PH>އ

3.7.2.5 Gender

Personal pronouns in LIS do not mark gender distinctions. The same 
linguistic element (i.e. pointing signs) is used to refer to male and fe-
male human referents.

Also, pointing signs do not mark distinctions based on animacy, 
VR�WKH\�GR�QRW�GLೲHU�LI�WKH�UHIHUHQW�LV�DQLPDWH��VXFK�DV�D�SHUVRQ�RU�D�
cat, or inanimate, such as a laptop or a chair.

3.7.2.6 Honorific pronouns

The possibility to encode social distinctions in LIS pronouns seems 
to be subject to some variation [PRAGMATICS 1.1.2].

Some LIS signers tend to articulate personal pronouns with the 
H[WHQGHG�LQGH[�QJHU�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�UHIHUHQW��7KLV�
is shown in the two examples below: a regular pointing pronoun is 
used to refer to a high-status addressee in (a) and a high-status non-
addressed referent in (b).

 y/n
a. TOMORROW PRESENT IXݲݲ���� 1
��WR�WKH�ERVV��ވ"LOO�\RX�EH�KHUH�WRPRUURZ:އ

b. IX3 BOSS POSSݲݲ��� 1
�ވ�H�LV�P\�ERVV+އ

As we can observe, the particular communicative setting does not 
WULJJHU�DQ\�PRGLFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�DUWLFXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�SHUVRQDO�SURQRXQ��
Indeed, no change occurs in the handshape or location of the sign.

However, according to other LIS signers, it is possible to mark the 
high social status of a referent by articulating the personal pronoun 
with unspread 5 handshape (shown below), rather than G handshape.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_4_aix1ix2personbefamiliar.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_4_bix2ix1personproud.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_6_atomorrowpresentix2.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_6_bix3bossposs1.mp4
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Figure 1 Unspread 5 handshape used as honorific form 

3.7.2.7 Logophoric pronouns

Logophoric pronouns are used to mark co-referentiality with an in-
dividual whose point of view is being adopted. LIS does not have a 
VSHFLF�VHW�RI�SURQRXQV�FRQYH\LQJ�ORJRSKRULFLW\�

However, singular pronouns can function as logophoric pronouns 
in the context of role shift [SYNTAX 3.3.3]. When role shift is not pro-
duced, IX1�IXQFWLRQV�DV�D�UHJXODU�UVW�SHUVRQ�SURQRXQ�UHIHUULQJ�WR�
the signer. In the example below, the person who bought the house 
is the signer himself.

MARIA REVEAL IX1 HOUSE BUY DONE  � 1
ވ�0DULD�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�,�ERXJKW�D�KRXVHއ

On the contrary, when IX1 is used under role shift, it is interpreted 
DV�UHIHUULQJ�WR�D�GLೲHUHQW�UHIHUHQW��PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�GLVFRXUVH��7KLV�
shift of reference is signalled by non-manuals co-articulated with the 
SURQRXQ��KHUH�JORVVHG�DVއ�UVވ���VXFK�DV�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�H\H�
gaze, body shift, and altered facial expressions. In the example be-
low, IX1 does not refer to the signer, rather it is co-referential with the 
individual whose perspective is adopted. Therefore, the house was 
not bought by the signer, rather by the referent of the matrix subject.

 rs
IX3 SAY IX1 HOUSE BUY DONE  � 1
�ވތ��GLG�EX\�WKH�KRXVH,ދ��6KH�VDLGއ

)URP�DQ�DUWLFXODWRU\�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ��LW�LV�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�UVW�
person pronoun referring to the signer and the one used logophori-
cally have the same phonological shape. 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_7_mariarevealix1housebuydone.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_2_7_ix3sayix1housebuydone.mp4
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3.7.3 Possessive pronouns

Possessive pronouns can be used in two ways: i) as proform for the 
possessor or ii) as proform for both the possessor and the thing pos-
sessed. In the former case, so-called attributive possessives accom-
pany and modify a noun; in the latter, so-called substantival posses-
sives function as independent nominal elements. Note that the two 
usages do not correspond to two distinct sets of lexical forms in LIS. 
Therefore, this distinction is not relevant to the present section. To 
read more about the distribution of attributive and substantival pos-
sessives, see [SYNTAX 4.2].
3RVVHVVLYH�SURQRXQV� LQ�/,6�FDQ�EH�UHDOLVHG�ZLWK�WZR�GLೲHUHQW�

handshapes: POSS(G) and POSS(5). In some contexts, some LIS sign-
ers may express possession by means of regular personal pronouns 
[LEXICON 3.7.2] as well. In this section, we focus on POSS(G) and POSS(5), 
ZKLFK�GLೲHU�ERWK�SKRQRORJLFDOO\�DQG�VHPDQWLFDOO\��

POSS(G) is articulated with G handshape and repeated movement 
directed toward the locus associated with the possessor. The exam-
SOH�EHORZ�VKRZV�D�UVW�SHUVRQ�SRVVHVVLYH�

POSS(G)1ݲ��� 1
ވ0LQHއ

Two semantically equivalent variant forms are available for second-
SHUVRQ�DQG�WKLUG�SHUVRQ�SRVVHVVRU��7KH�UVW�RSWLRQ�LV�FKDUDFWHULVHG�
by downward palm orientation and wrist pivoting from radial to ul-
nar, as shown below. 

a. POSS(G)2-pivotingݲݲ��� 1
ވRXUV>އ

b. POSS(G)3-pivotingݲ��� 1
ވLV�KHUV+އ

The second possibility is characterised by upward metacarpus ori-
entation, does not involve any wrist movement, and heads the ulnar 
part of the hand toward the possessor, as shown below.

a. POSS(G)2-non-pivotingݲ��� 1
ވRXUV>އ

b. POSS(G)3-non-pivotingݲ��� 1
ވLV�KHUV+އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_possg1.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_apossg2pivoting.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_bpossg3pivoting.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_apossg2nonpivoting.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_bpossg3nonpivoting.mp4
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The possessive realised with 5 handshape, POSS(5), is usually per-
ceived by signers as a more marked type of possessive and it is used 
to remark the concept of ownership. For more details on the usage 
of the two types of possessives in context, the reader is referred to 
[SYNTAX 4.2]. The sign POSS(5) is realised with unspread 5 handshape 
articulated with abducted thumb and repeated movement direct-
ed toward the locus associated with the possessor. The palm of the 
hand is oriented toward the same locus. The three examples below 
show POSS����UHIHUULQJ�WR�D�UVW�SHUVRQ��D���D�VHFRQG�SHUVRQ��E���DQG�
a third-person possessor (c).

a. POSS(5)1ݲ�� 1
ވ0LQHއ

b. POSS(5)2ݲ�� 1
ވRXUV>އ

c. POSS(5)3ݲ�� 1
ވLV�KHUV+އ

Both POSS(G) and POSS(5) are defective possessives since they lack plu-
ral forms. The meanings of ours, yours, and theirs are conveyed by 
VXSSOHWLYH�IRUPV��VXFK�DV�WKH�UVW�SHUVRQ��VHFRQG�SHUVRQ��DQG�WKLUG�
person plural pronouns [LEXICON 3.7.2.2]. Alternatively, the movement 
component of the possessive can be reduplicated at distinct locations 
lying along an arc. This articulation conveys not only numerousness, 
but also distributivity. An illustrative example is provided below.

POSS(5)�SO�GLVWUݲݲ�� 1

3.7.4 Reflexive and reciprocal pronouns

$�UHH[LYH�UHODWLRQ�DQG�D�UHFLSURFDO�UHODWLRQ�ERWK�LQYROYH�FR�UHIHU-
entiality. 
2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��UHH[LYH�SURQRXQV�DUH�XVHG�WR�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�WKH�RE-

ject in a sentence refers to the same person or thing denoted by the sub-
MHFW�RI�WKH�VDPH�VHQWHQFH��,Q�/,6��UHH[LYH�PHDQLQJ�FDQ�KDYH�WZR�GLI-
ferent realisations, which are equivalent from a semantic point of view. 
7KH�UVW�UHDOLVDWLRQ��JORVVHG�KHUH�DV�IX_PERSON, is a sign phonolog-

ically similar to the sign PERSON. It consists in a personal pronoun ar-
ticulated in the locus associated with the antecedent. If referring to 
WKH�UVW�SHUVRQ��IX1

_PERSON)��LW�LV�UHDOLVHG�RQ�WKH�VLJQHUވV�ERG\�ZLWK�
inward palm orientation.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_aposs51.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_bposs52.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_cposs53.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_3_poss52pldistr.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 324
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

 

IX1
_PERSON

ވVHOI\0އ

If referring to the second or third person, it is articulated with out-
ward/sideward palm orientation and in correspondence with the lo-
cus associated with the second or third person. To illustrate, we show 
below the articulation of IX2

_PERSON.

  

IX2
_PERSON

ވRXUVHOI>އ

For the sake of clarity, in the example below, we show the use of the 
UHH[LYH�SURQRXQ�IX3

_PERSON in context.

WOMAN IXa PAINT IX3a
_PERSON � 1

ވ�7KH�ZRPDQ�LV�SDLQWLQJ�KHUVHOIއ

)RU�WKH�UHH[LYH�UHDGLQJ�WR�HPHUJH��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�WKH�SURQRXQ�
IX_PERSON is realised in the same locus of the antecedent, i.e. the lo-
cus associated with the pointing sign accompanying the body-an-
chored noun WOMAN. If the two elements, pronoun and antecedent, 
DUH�QRW�SURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ORFDWLRQ�LQ�VSDFH��WKHQ�D�QRQ�UHH[LYH�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�HPHUJHV��އWKH�JLUO�LV�SDLQWLQJ�KHU�KLPވ��
7KH�VHFRQG�VWUDWHJ\�WKDW�FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�FRQYH\�UHH[LYH�PHDQLQJ�

LQ�/,6�FRQVLVWV�LQ�D�ERG\�DQFKRUHG�UHH[LYH�SURQRXQ��KHUH�JORVVHG�
as SELF.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_4_womanixpaintix3person.mp4
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SELF

ވVHOI�\RXUVHOI�KLPVHOI�KHUVHOI\0އ

:H�VKRZ�EHORZ�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�UHH[LYH�SURQRXQ�SELF in context.

IXa WOMAN PAINT SELF  � 1
ވ�7KH�ZRPDQ�LV�SDLQWLQJ�KHUVHOIއ

7KH�UHH[LYH�SURQRXQ��KHUH�JORVVHG�DV�SELF, is articulated with a V 
handshape performing a single or repeated movement toward the 
VLJQHUވV�FKHVW��1RWH�WKDW�SELF does not change its phonological form 
depending on the person or number features. This is shown in the ex-
amples below: SELF�LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�UVW�SHUVRQ��D���QRQ�UVW�SHU-
son (b), and distributive plural referents (c).

a. IX1 LOVE SELF � 1
ވ��ORYH�P\VHOI,އ

b. IX3 LOVE SELF � 1
ވ�6KH�ORYHV�KHUVHOIއ

c. EACH PAINT SELF � 1
ވ�DFK�RI�WKHP�LV�SDLQWLQJ�KLPVHOI)އ

7KH�UHH[LYH�SURQRXQ SELF cannot be used as emphatic pronoun to 
put emphasis on the relevant referent. 

Reciprocity, on the other hand, requires a plural referent (i.e. two 
or more entities). A reciprocal relation signals that the individuals in 
the relation are at the same time the agent and the undergoer of the 
DFWLRQ��H�Jއ��ZH�YLVLW�HDFK�RWKHUވ���:KHQ�SRVVLEOH��LQ�/,6��UHFLSURFLW\�
is marked on the verb. For a discussion of reciprocal markers, see 
[MORPHOLOGY 3.1.3]. However, not all verbs behave alike: the class of 
plain verbs [LEXICON 3.2.1] shows particular articulatory restrictions 
and is not likely to mark reciprocity morphologically [SYNTAX 2.1.3.4]. 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_4_ixwomanpaintself.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_4_aix1loveself.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_4_bix3loveself.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_4_ceachpaintself.mp4
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For this reason, these verbs can be combined with a reciprocal pro-
noun, here glossed as EACH_OTHER. It is a two-handed sign realised 
with curved open L handshape and an alternating back-and-forth 
movement in the neutral space.

IX1+2 UNDERSTAND EACH_OTHER � 1
ވ�RX�DQG�,�XQGHUVWDQG�HDFK�RWKHU>އ

3.7.5 Interrogative pronouns

Interrogative pronouns are used in wh- questions [SYNTAX 1.2.3]. They 
are proforms that replace the information we are asking about.

LIS displays a large repertory of interrogative pronouns. Although 
some of them show geographical variation, this section includes the 
most common interrogative signs.

Table 1 Interrogative pronouns

  !"#   !"$%/"#!   "#! 

  !"&'&   !"&(   !")*" 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_4_ix12understandeachother.mp4
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  "#!_+$(,   !", 

Because of their interrogative nature, these signs are usually ac-
companied by furrowed eyebrows. It is interesting to observe that if 
some of these signs are not combined with these special non-manu-
als they display a change in meaning. For instance, if the last sign of 
the table above (WHY) is associated with neutral facial expressions, 
LW�GRHV�QRW�PHDQއ�ZK\ވ��UDWKHUއ�EHFDXVHވ� It is worth noting the spe-
cial status of the sign glossed above as WHEN. In the literature, this 
sign is often known as Qartichoke. From an articulatory point of view, 
LW�LV�SURGXFHG�ZLWK�D�DW�FORVHG���KDQGVKDSH�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�D�GRZQ-
ward repeated movement of the forearm or, in its distalised form, a 
repeated wrist nodding from palm to back. Qartichoke is a particular in-
terrogative pronoun in that it can be used as a lexical variant for all 
wh- signs. To illustrate, it can replace WHO (a), WHAT (b), and WHY (c).

a. ARRIVE Qartichoke 
ވ"KR�DUULYHG:އ
 (Branchini et al. 2013, 180)

b. HAPPEN Qartichoke 
�ވ"KDW�KDSSHQHG:އ
(Branchini et al. 2013, 180)

c. URGENT Qartichoke 
ވ"K\�ZDV�LW�XUJHQW:އ
(Branchini et al. 2013, 180)

Given this polysemy of Qartichoke, LIS signers usually combine this sign 
with partial or total mouthing [PHONOLOGY 1.5.2], namely the voiceless 
reproduction of the corresponding Italian wh- words. For example, 
when Qartichoke replaces WHY��LW�PLJKW�FR�RFFXU�ZLWK�WKH�PRXWKLQJ�>S@�
(initial consonant included in perchéއ��ZK\ވ��
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3.7.6 Relative pronouns

Although, no relative pronoun in a strict sense can be found in LIS, 
a sign is typically used to mark relative clauses. It is traditionally 
glossed PE. 

PE  � 1

This sign functions as a determiner [LEXICON 3.6.1]. PE can appear in re-
strictive relative clauses [SYNTAX 3.4.2.1] to univocally mark the referent 
that the relative clause predicate something about. In this syntactic 
construction, PE agrees with the head of the relative construction by 
being produced in the locus in space associated with it.

3.7.7 Indefinite pronouns

,QGHQLWH�SURQRXQV�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�XVHG�ZKHQ�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�UHI-
HUHQW�LV�XQNQRZQ�WR�WKH�VLJQHU��)RU�PRUH�GHWDLOV�RQ�LQGHQLWHQHVV��
see [PRAGMATICS 1.3]. 
,Q�/,6��WKUHH�LQGHQLWH�SURQRXQV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��SOMETHING, SOME-

ONE, and the sign PERSON accompanied by particular non-manuals. 
The sign SOMETHING is used for non-human unknown referents. It is 
a balanced two-handed sign that can undergo weak hand drop [PHO-
NOLOGY 3.1.4].

SOMETHING � 1

7KH�LQGHQLWH�SURQRXQ�SOMEONE is compatible with human unknown 
referents. Phonologically, this sign is similar to cardinal ONE since 
LW�LV�DUWLFXODWHG�ZLWK�H[WHQGHG�LQGH[�QJHU��7KLV�KDQGVKDSH�LV�FRP-
bined with an additional circular movement, which is the same ob-
served in the articulation of SOMETHING.

SOMEONE � 1

Another sign that can be used to refer to a human unknown referent 
is PERSON accompanied by special non-manuals conveying low ref-
HUHQWLDOLW\��VXFK�DV�UDLVHG�H\HEURZV��FKLQ�XS��އFXވ���DQG�PRXWK�FRU-
QHUV�GRZQ��އPGވ��

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_6_pe.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_7_something.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_7_7_someone.mp4
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 re
 md
 cu
PERSON

ވ6RPHRQHއ

For more details on the use of this sign, the reader is referred to 
[PRAGMATICS 1.5].

3.8 Adpositions
To be developed.

3.8.1 Manual adpositions
To be developed.

3.8.2 Adpositions and spatial relations
To be developed.

3.9 Conjunctions

Conjunctions are parts of speech that connect two or more elements, 
such as single signs, phrases, and clauses.

This section describes how LIS connects signs within a clause and 
how clauses are conjoined through manual and non-manual markers. 
In the following sections, three types of conjunctions are illustrated: 
coordinating conjunctions [SYNTAX 3.9.1], subordinating conjunctions 
[SYNTAX 3.9.2], and correlative conjunctions [SYNTAX 3.9.3]. For more in-
formation on how clauses are conjoined, the reader is referred to the 
section on coordination and subordination [SYNTAX 3].
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3.9.1 Coordinating conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions paratactically join signs and main claus-
es. LIS has two strategies to conjoin signs and clauses: i) through the 
use of coordinating conjunctions and ii) through non-manual mark-
ings and the use of signing space. In this section, both strategies will 
be described. The equivalent of the English coordinating conjunction 
 .�LQ�/,6�LV�WKH�PDQXDO�LWHP�JORVVHG�PLUSވDQGއ

PLUS

In the example below, the signs PASTA and CAKE are conjoined through 
the manual sign PLUS.

MARIA PASTA PLUS CAKE PREPARE � 1
�ވ�0DULD�SUHSDUHV�SDVWD�DQG�D�FDNHއ

The marker used in (adversative) coordination is the sign BUT. 

BUT

In the following example, the sign BUT conjoins two clauses. 

IX2 DECISION POSS2 IX1 ACCEPT BUT REASON 2EXPLAIN1 MUST�1
�ވ��DFFHSW�\RXU�GHFLVLRQ��EXW�\RX�PXVW�H[SODLQ�PH�WKH�UHDVRQ,އ

The sign glossed OR is commonly used to connect signs and clauses 
in disjunctive coordination.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_mariapastapluscakeprepare.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_ix2decisionposs2ix1acceptbutreasonexplainmust.mp4
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OR

In the examples below, two signs are connected through the sign OR. 
The manual sign OR can be produced between the two conjuncts (a), 
at the end of the two conjuncts (b), or before each conjunct (c).

a. IX2 TOY CL(unspread curved open 5): ‘move_WR\ވ OR VIDEOGAME 
 CHOOSE 1
�ވ�KRRVH�D�WR\�FDU�RU�D�YLGHRJDPH&އ

b. LAURA MATTEO PAOLO OR++ INVITE � 1
�ވ�DXUD�LQYLWHV�0DWWHR�RU�3DROR/އ

c. SON POSS1 OR CAR CL(unspread curved open 5): ‘move_WR\ވ�OR TOY 
 VIDEOGAME CHOOSE MUST 1
�ވ��VRQ�KDV�WR�FKRRVH�D�WR\�FDU�RU�D�YLGHRJDPH\0އ

Alternatively, coordination of constituents and clauses in LIS can 
also be carried out through juxtaposition of coordinated signs and 
clauses without the use of manual conjunctions. Very often, non-man-
ual markings such as a change in body and head posture, rhythmic 
pauses, oral components, eye blink and raised eyebrows are the on-
ly means used in coordination. 

In the following example, the signs SALAD and PASTA are conjoined 
within the clause only through prosodic means: a change in body lean 
(bl-left, bl-right) during the production of the two conjoined signs 
WKDW�DUH�SURGXFHG�LQ�GLೲHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�VLJQLQJ�VSDFH��D�VLJQ-
ing pause and eye blink occurring between the two conjoined signs, 
and a head nod (hn) produced after each conjoined sign is realised.

 bl-right bl-left
 hn  hn
MARIA SALADa PASTAb PREPARE � 1
�ވ�0DULD�SUHSDUHV�VDODG�DQG�SDVWDއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_aix2toyclunspreadcurvedopen5movetoyorvideogamechoose.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_blauramatteopaoloorinvite.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_csonposs1orcarclunspreadcurvedopen5movetoyortoyvideogamechoosemust.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_mariasaladpastaprepare.mp4


Part III • 3 Parts of speech

Lingua dei segni e sordità 1 332
A Grammar of Italian Sign Language (LIS), 263-352

In the example below, two clauses are conjoined without the manual 
marker BUT, solely through the following prosodic means occurring 
between the two clauses: a pause in the signing stream, backward 
head tilt (ht-b), and raised eyebrows (re).

  re
  ht-b
L-U-C-Aa IX3a PARTY GO DANCE LIKE NOT  � 1
�ވ�W�OLNH�WR�GDQFHވXFD�JRHV�WR�WKH�SDUW\��EXW�KH�GRHVQ/އ

The following example shows the possibility of connecting two signs 
without the manual conjunction OR. Coordinating conjunctions are 
produced non-manually: the conjoined signs MATTEO and PAOLO are 
SURGXFHG�LQ�WZR�GLೲHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VLJQLQJ�VSDFH��VLJ-
QDOOHG�LQ�WKH�JORVVHV�E\�GLೲHUHQW�LQGH[HV���IROORZLQJ�WKHLU�SURGXFWLRQ��
a slight backward head tilt (ht-b) and small head shakes (hs) between 
the two referential locations are produced.

  ht-b
 top  hs
LAURA MATTEO PAOLO INVITE MUST � 1
ވ�V�IRU�/DXUD��VKH�PXVW�LQYLWH�0DWWHR�RU�3DROR$އ

Summing up, LIS displays manual signs of conjunction to paratacti-
cally conjoin signs and clauses, but it can also do so only through the 
use of non-manual markings. For more information on coordination 
at the clausal level, see [SYNTAX 3.1].

3.9.2 Subordinating conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions may be employed to link the main clause 
to the embedded clause in a complex sentence. LIS has manual ele-
ments that are used as subordinators, but frequently realises subordi-
nation by means of non-manual markers and prosodic structure only.

Not all embedded clauses are introduced by subordinating con-
junctions. Complement clauses [SYNTAX 3.3.2] are simply juxtaposed to 
the main clause, as illustrated below.

 bl-left 
GIANNI HOPE MARIA LEAVE � 1
ވ�LDQQL�KRSHV�0DULD�ZLOO�OHDYH*އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_lucaixpartygodancelikenot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_1_lauramatteopaolopalmupinvitemust.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_giannihopemarialeave.mp4
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Some adverbial clauses in LIS are introduced by manual markers. 
Below we report some examples.

Temporal clauses [SYNTAX 3.5.2] are introduced by the manual mark-
er WHEN: 

  cd
 re
WHEN IX1 PADUA ARRIVE IX1 1TEXT2ݲ�� 1
�ވ�KHQ�,�DUULYH�LQ�3DGXD��,�ZLOO�VHQG�\RX�D�PHVVDJH:އ

Conditional clauses [SYNTAX 3.5.1] are introduced by the manual marker IF.

 cd
 re
IF RAIN IX1 GO_OUT NOT � 1
�ވ�W�JR�RXWވI�LW�UDLQV��,�GRQ,އ

Manner clauses [SYNTAX 3.5.4] are introduced by the manual marker 
IDENTICAL.

IX2 HOUSE BUILD IDENTICAL TIME PAST � 1
ވ�RX�EXLOW�WKH�KRXVH�DV�WKH\�XVHG�WR�GR�LQ�WKH�SDVW>އ

Concessive clauses [SYNTAX 3.5.7] are introduced by the manual mark-
er SAME.

 sq
 re
MAN BLIND SAME PASTA COOK BE_ABLE � 1
ވ�OWKRXJK�WKH�PDQ�LV�EOLQG��KH�FDQ�FRRN�SDVWD$އ

Reason clauses [SYNTAX 3.5.5] are introduced by the manual marker 
REASON:

TRAM ARRIVE LATE REASON SNOW++ CL(spread 5): 
  ‘snow_DFFXPXODWH1ݲވ
‘The tram arrived late because it continued to snow, and the snow 
DFFXPXODWHGވ�

Purpose clauses [SYNTAX 3.5.6] are introduced by the manual marker GOAL.

MARIA STORE GO GOAL FOOD BUY++ � 1
�ވ�0DULD�JRHV�WR�WKH�VWRUH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EX\�IRRGއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_whenix1paduaarriveix1text.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_ifrainix1gooutnot.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_ix2housebuildidenticaltimepast.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_manblindsamepastacookbeable.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_tramarrivelatereasonsnowclspread5snowaccumulate.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_mariastoregogoalfoodbuy.mp4
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However, some adverbial subordinate clauses in LIS may also be 
marked by non-manual markers only. This is the case of conditional 
clauses (a) temporal clauses (b) and concessive clauses (c).

 re
a. TOMORROW RAIN THEATRE CANCEL � 1
ވ�I�LW�UDLQV�WRPRUURZ��WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZLOO�EH�FDQFHOOHG,އ

 cd
 re

b. IX2 2TEXT1 IX1 DRIVE  � 1
�ވ�KHQ�\RX�VHQW�PH�WKH�WH[W�PHVVDJH��,�ZDV�GULYLQJ:އ

 re 
c. IXa GABRIELE IXa MONTH MARCH IX3a ENGAGED WEDDINGb POSS1 
 aCOMEE1ݲ
�ވ�OWKRXJK�*DEULHOH�LV�EXV\�LQ�0DUFK��KH�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�P\�ZHGGLQJ$އ

For more information on clausal subordination, the reader is referred 
to subordination [SYNTAX 3].

3.9.3 Correlative conjunctions

Correlative conjunctions establish a relation between two equal gram-
matical units, by conjoining similar words or phrases in a sentence.

In LIS, both manual and non-manual markers are employed to re-
alise correlative conjunctions.
,Q�RUGHU�WR�H[FOXGH�WZR�DOWHUQDWLYHV��VLJQHUV�SURGXFH�WKH�UVW�FRQ-

joined phrase at one side of the signing space, the second conjoined 
phrase on the opposite side of the signing space and a negation mark-
er at the end of the sentence, as in (a) and (b).

 neg
a. CARa MOTORBIKEb IX1 BUY NOTHING � 1
�ވ�W�EX\�QHLWKHU�D�FDU�QRU�D�PRWRUELNHވ�ZRQ,އ�

 top neg
b. SUMMER NEXT L-U-C-Aa IXa SEAb MOUNTAINc IX3a GO NOT �1
ވ�W�JR�QHLWKHU�WR�WKH�VHD�QRU�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQވ1H[W�VXPPHU��/XFD�ZRQއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_atomorrowraintheatrecancel.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_bix2textix1drive.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_2_cixgabrieleixmonthmarchix3engagedweddingposs1come.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_acarmotorbikeix1buynothing.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_bsummernextlucaixseamountainix3gonot.mp4
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Alternatively, the two conjoined phrases are negated by two negative 
markers at the end of the sentence, each one referring to each con-
joined phrase and produced in the corresponding area of the sign-
ing space, as shown below.

  bl-left  bl-right  neg    neg
IX1 COURSE SWIMMINGa FRENCHb NEG_Ob NEG_ODݲݲ�� 1
ވ�P�DWWHQGLQJ�QHLWKHU�WKH�)UHQFK�QRU�WKH�VZLPPLQJ�FRXUVHވ,އ

The English equivalent of the correlative conjunctions not only… but 
is produced in LIS by manual markers, as shown below.

 neg
A-N-N-A SWEATER ONLY NOT ALSO TROUSERS BUY DONE �1
�ވ�W�ERXJKW�RQO\�D�VZHDWHU��EXW�DOVR�D�SDLU�RI�WURXVHUVވQQD�KDVQ$އ

When presenting two alternative options, LIS has at least two possi-
ELOLWLHV��7KH�UVW�RSWLRQ�LV�WKH�UHSHWLWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDQXDO�VLJQ�OR before 
each conjoined phrase, together with the non-manual marking of lips 
GRZQ�DW�WKH�FRUQHUV�DQG�RU�WKH�RUDO�SURGXFWLRQ�>R@��FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�WR�
-�LQ�,WDOLDQ��:LWKLQ�WKLV�RSWLRQ��HDFK�FRQMXQFW�LV�SURGXFHG�LQ�D�GLIވRUއ
ferent area of the signing space with the body leaning on each side 
of the signing space, as shown below:

  bl-left   bl-right
EVENING IX1 ORaTHEATREa ORb RESTAURANTb IX1 GO � 1
�ވ�7RQLJKW��,�ZLOO�JR�HLWKHU�WR�WKH�WKHDWUH�RU�WR�WKH�UHVWDXUDQWއ

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�RSWLRQ��HDFK�FRQMXQFW�LV�SURGXFHG�LQ�D�GLೲHUHQW�VLJQLQJ�
space separated by the manual sign OR. The manual sign OR is repeat-
ed twice at the end of the sentence each one referring to each con-
junct, thus produced in the same signing space, with the body lean-
ing down at each side, as shown in the following example.

 bl-right bl-left
IX1 PRINTERa COLOURa IXa OR IXb COMPUTERb IX1 aCHOOSE1  
 OR IX3b            OR IX3a 1
ވ��FKRRVH�HLWKHU�WKH�FRORXU�SULQWHU�RU�WKH�FRPSXWHU,އ

Lastly, to produce the equivalent of the English correlative conjunc-
tions both… and, LIS connects the two conjuncts through the manu-
al marker IX3a+3b accompanying each conjunct with a side body lean 
towards opposite directions, as shown in the following example.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_ix1courseswimmingfrenchnegonego.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_annasweateronlynotalsotrousersbuydone.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_eveningix1ortheaterorrestaurantix1go.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_ix1printercolorixorixcomputerix1chooseorix3orix3.mp4
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 bl-left  bl-rigth
IX1 PHONEa CAMERAb IX3a+3b EXIST � 1
ވ��KDYH�ERWK�WKH�PRELOH�DQG�WKH�FDPHUD,އ

3.10 Numerals and quantifiers

1XPHUDOV�DQG�TXDQWLHUV�DUH�XVHG�WR�H[SUHVV�WKH�QXPEHU�RU�DPRXQW�
of the set denoted by the noun. While numerals indicate the precise 
QXPEHU��TXDQWLHUV�DUH�QRQ�QXPHULF�LWHPV�WKDW�SURYLGH�D�UHODWLYH�RU�
LQGHQLWH�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�TXDQWLW\��

3.10.1 Numerals

1XPHUDOV�FDQ�EH�FODVVLHG�LQWR�WKUHH�FDWHJRULHV��FDUGLQDO��RUGLQDO��
and distributive numerals. LIS exhibits all the three categories.

Cardinals are used to specify the number of entities referred to 
DQG�DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQއ�+RZ�PDQ\"ވ��,Q�WKH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ��WKH�FDU-
dinal numeral THREE is used to specify the exact number of suitcas-
es the signer noticed.

AIRPORT INSIDE SUITCASE THREE IX1 SEE � 1
ވ�W�WKH�DLUSRUW��,�QRWLFHG�WKUHH�VXLWFDVHV$އ

Ordinals combine a numerical quantity with order. They are em-
ployed to rank entities according to a certain order and answer the 
TXHVWLRQއ�:KLFK�LQ�RUGHU"ވ��,Q�WKH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ��WKH�RUGLQDO�QXPHU-
al THIRD is used to identify one particular suitcase in an ordered set.

SUITCASE THIRD IX1 TAKE � 1
ވ��JUDEEHG�WKH�WKLUG�VXLWFDVH,އ

Distributives combine a numerical quantity with distribution. They 
indicate how a certain quantity is distributed over some entities and 
DQVZHU�WKH�TXHVWLRQއ�+RZ�PDQ\�HDFK"ވ��,Q�WKH�H[DPSOH�EHORZ��WKH�GLV-
tributive numeral THREEdistr indicates how many suitcases each per-
son is allowed to bring on the airplane.

SUITCASE THREEdistr MAXIMUM BRING BE_ABLE � 1
ވ�RX�FDQ�EULQJ�XS�WR�WKUHH�VXLWFDVHV�HDFK>އ

For a discussion about the syntactic distribution of numerals within 
the nominal phrase see [SYNTAX 4.3].

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_9_3_ix1phonecameraix3a3bexist.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_airportinsidesuitcasethreeix1see.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_suitcasethirdix1take.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_suitcasethreedistrmaximumbringbeable.mp4
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3.10.1.1 Cardinal numerals

Cardinal numerals in LIS represent a two-handed system. This means 
that both manual articulators can be employed to express cardinals. 
The numerical base of this system is 10, therefore cardinals higher 
than 10 are built combining the handshapes of numerals from 1 to 10 
with special movement patterns. In this section, we provide a gener-
al description of the cardinal system in LIS. It is worth pointing out 
that a certain degree of variation is attested. For the sake of simplic-
ity, we report the most frequent patterns observed.

In cardinals from 1 to 10, LIS signers extend the corresponding 
QXPEHU�RI�QJHUV�ZLWK�RXWZDUG�SDOP��DV�VKRZQ�EHORZ��&RQWUDU\�WR�
cardinals from 11 to 19, these signs are static in that they lack move-
ment. Cardinals from 1 to 5 are articulated with the dominant hand 
IDFLQJ�WKH�VLJQHUވV�ERG\��ZKHUHDV�FDUGLQDOV�IURP���WR����UHTXLUH�WKH�
use of both hands (the non-dominant hand always realises the 5 hand-
shape) and outward palm orientation.

Table 2 Cardinals from 1 to 10

  #(&   %!#   %"'&&   -#.' 

  -)/&   0)1   0&/&(   &)2"% 

  ()(&   %&( 

Variation is attested at some degree. For cardinals from 1 to 5, some 
signers use an outward palm orientation. 
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Table 3 Cardinals from 1 to 5 (variant forms)

          

 !"#  $%!  $&'##  (!)'  (*+# 

Moreover, some signers produce the cardinal ONE extending the 
WKXPE��KDQGVKDSH�6���UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�LQGH[�QJHU��KDQGVKDSH�*���
and articulate the cardinal TWO H[WHQGLQJ�WKXPE�DQG�LQGH[�QJHU�
�KDQGVKDSH�/���UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQGH[�DQG�PLGGOH�QJHU��KDQGVKDSH�9���
&DUGLQDO���LV�XVXDOO\�UHDOLVHG�ZLWK�KDQGVKDSH�)��DV�VKRZQ�EHORZ�

ZERO

&DUGLQDOV�IURP����WR����GLVSOD\�GL೯HUHQW�UHDOLVDWLRQV��ZKLFK�YDU\�DF-
FRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�JHRJUDSKLFDO�DUHD��2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�ZLGHVSUHDG�SDW-
terns consists in the combination of the handshapes from 1 to 9 with 
a particular type of orientation change, pivoting [PHONOLOGY 1.3.2]��6SH-
FLFDOO\��QJHU�RULHQWDWLRQ�UHSHDWHGO\�FKDQJHV�IURP�UDGLDO�WR�XOQDU��
7ZR�H[DPSOHV�DUH�SURYLGHG�EHORZ�

D��THIRTEEN � 1

E��SEVENTEEN � 1

Notice that in cardinals from 11 to 15 the palm has contralateral ori-
entation, as in (a), whereas in cardinals from 16 to 19 the palm is ori-
HQWHG�WRZDUG�WKH�VLJQHUއV�ERG\��DV�LQ��E��

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_athirteen.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_bseventeen.mp4
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Tens (20, 30, etc.) are obtained combining handshapes from 2 to 9 
ZLWK�QJHU�EHQGLQJ��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��WZR�RSWLRQV�DUH�DYDLODEOH��EHQG-
LQJ�DOO�QJHUV��D��RU�EHQGLQJ�WKH�LQGH[�QJHU�RQO\��E���

a. FORTY (DOO�QJHUV�EHQW) � 1

b. FORTY (LQGH[�QJHU�EHQW) � 1

,Q�WHQV�IURP����RQZDUGV��QJHU�EHQGLQJ�LQYROYH�WKH�GRPLQDQW�KDQG�RQO\�

SIXTY � 1

,Q�WKH�VSHFLF�FDVH�RI�����DQRWKHU�SRVVLEOH�UHDOLVDWLRQ�LV�DWWHVWHG��WKH�
dominant hand can articulate the two digits sequentially (i.e. 6 and 
0) with a change in palm orientation.

SIX^ZERO � 1
ވ\6L[Wއ

In cardinals from 21 to 99 (with the exclusion of tens), LIS signers 
articulate the individual digits in a sequential way, as they appear in 
writing. For example, in the cardinal 24 signers produce TWO�UVW��
followed by FOUR with a very short transition. 

TWO^FOUR � 1
ވ7ZHQW\�IRXUއ

The transitional movement from one digit to the other may involve a 
slight ipsilateral shift in the signing space (especially when the two 
digits are identical, as in 33). 

THREE^THREE � 1
ވ7KLUW\�WKUHHއ

Note that in cardinals from 61 to 65, from 71 to 75, from 81 to 85, and 
from 91 to 95, signers usually realise an orientation change between 
the two digits, namely wrist rotation from prone to supine [PHONOL-
OGY 1.3.2]. To illustrate, in cardinal 62 the dominant hand exhibits a 
prone orientation in SIX and a supine orientation in TWO.

SIX^TWO � 1
ވ6L[W\�WZRއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_afortyallfingersbent.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_bfortyindexfingerbent.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_sixty.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_sixzero.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_twofour.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_threethree.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_sixtwo.mp4
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In hundreds (100, 200, etc.), the numeral handshape is combined with an 
LSVLODWHUDO�VKLIW�LQ�WKH�VLJQLQJ�VSDFH�DQG�VLPXOWDQHRXV�QJHU�EHQGLQJ��

THREE^HUNDRED � 1
ވ7KUHH�KXQGUHGއ

In hundreds involving two hands (600, 700, 800, and 900), the ipsi-
ODWHUDO�VKLIW�DೲHFWV�ERWK�KDQGV��ZKHUHDV�QJHU�EHQGLQJ�DೲHFWV�WKH�
dominant hand only.

EIGHT^HUNDRED � 1
ވLJKW�KXQGUHG)އ

In thousands (1000, 2000, etc.), the relevant handshape is combined 
with an orientation change, namely nodding from back to palm [PHO-
NOLOGY 1.3.2]. This secondary movement can be either single or repeated. 

THREE.THOUSAND � 1
ވ7KUHH�WKRXVDQGއ

In thousands articulated with two hands (6000, 7000, 8000, and 
9000), the orientation change applies to both hands.

EIGHT.THOUSAND � 1
ވLJKW�WKRXVDQG)އ

Thousands higher than 10,000 usually require the articulation of a 
sign expressing the thousand amount in the end. The THOUSAND sign 
is realised with a bent 5 handshape moving downward. To illustrate, 
we show 100,000 below.

HUNDRED THOUSAND � 1
ވ2QH�KXQGUHG�WKRXVDQGއ

To express millions, LIS employs the sign MILLION, which is an asym-
metric two-handed sign. To illustrate, we show 1,000,000 below.

ONE MILLION � 1
ވ2QH�PLOOLRQއ

In the end, we illustrate how billions are expressed in LIS. The sign 
BILLION is realised through the 5 handshape displaying downward 
SDOP�RULHQWDWLRQ��DQG�IRUZDUG�OLQHDU�PRYHPHQW��7KH�QJHUV�FDQ�HL-

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_threehundred.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_eighthundred.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_threethousand.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_eightthousand.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_hundredthousand.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_onemillion.mp4
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ther lack secondary movement, as in (a), or display a wiggling move-
ment, as in (b).

a. ONE BILLION �QR�VHFRQGDU\�PRYHPHQW�ݲ�� 1
ވ2QH�ELOOLRQއ

b. ONE BILLION �ZLJJOLQJ�PRYHPHQW�ݲ�� 1
ވ2QH�ELOOLRQއ

The position of numerals vis-à-vis the noun is described in [SYNTAX 4.3.1].
Like other sign languages, LIS allows for numeral incorporation. 

This means that a cardinal handshape (usually from 1 to 5, in some 
cases from 1 to 10) can be incorporated into a sign. This sign can be-
ORQJ�WR�GLೲHUHQW�FDWHJRULHV��L��SURQRXQV��LL��QRXQV�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WLPH�
RU�LLL��FODVVLHUV�

As for pronouns [LEXICON 3.7], numeral incorporation can apply to 
UVW���VHFRQG��DQG�WKLUG�SHUVRQ�SOXUDO�SURQRPLQDO�IRUPV��,Q�WKH�VLJQ�
IX1pl^THREE, the dominant hand moves in a circular fashion and the 
SDWK�PRYHPHQW�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�VLJQHUވV�ERG\��WKLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�
pronoun includes the signer and two addressees.

IX1pl^THREE� ��ݲ 1
ވ7KH�WKUHH�RI�XVއ

In IX2pl^THREE��WKH�KDQG�PRYHV�LQ�D�ORFDWLRQ�IDU�IURP�WKH�VLJQHUވV�
body and is aligned with the direction of the eye-gaze: this indi-
cates that the pronoun includes three addressees and excludes 
the signer.

IX2pl^THREEݲ�� 1
ވ7KH�WKUHH�RI�\RXއ

In IX3pl^THREE, the dominant hand moves in a location far from both 
WKH�VLJQHUވV�ERG\�DQG�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\�RI�WKH�H\H�JD]H��WKLV�LQGLFDWHV�
that the pronoun includes three individuals that are neither the sign-
er nor the addressees.

IX3pl^THREEݲ�� 1
ވ7KH�WKUHH�RI�WKHPއ

The upper limit of numeral incorporation with pronoun signs is 5.
As for nouns referring to time, numerals can be incorporated in-

to the signs HOUR, DAY, MONTH, and YEAR. To illustrate, we show below 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_aonebillionnosecondarymovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_bonebillionwigglingmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_ix1plthree.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_ix2plthree.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_ix3plthree.mp4
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the sign MONTH (a) and the sign MONTH^TWO (b), which incorporates 
the cardinal handshape for 2 into the sign MONTH.

a. MONTH � 1

b. MONTH^TWO � 1
ވ7ZR�PRQWKVއ

Numeral incorporation with the sign MONTH is possible up to 10. Note 
WKDW�XS�WR����LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�DೲHFWV�WKH�GRPLQDQW�KDQG�RQO\��ZKLFK�SHU-
forms an inward arc movement. In these forms, the non-dominant 
hand does not move and is used as in the citation form of MONTH. On 
the contrary, from 6 to 10, both hands are used to articulate the nu-
meral handshape and they both move in an inward arc.

MONTH.EIGHTݲ�� 1
ވLJKW�PRQWKV)އ

In the case of the sign DAY, the upper limit of numeral incorporation 
is 5. We show below the base form of the sign (a) and an example of 
numeral incorporation, DAY^THREE (b). In the incorporated sign, the 
XSZDUG�PRYHPHQW�GRHV�QRW�FKDQJH��ZKLOH�WKH�KDQGVKDSH�UHHFWV�WKH�
relevant numeral.

a. DAY � 1

b. DAY^THREE � 1
ވ7KUHH�GD\Vއ

2QH�RI�WKH�YDULDQW�IRUPV�IRUއ�\HDUވ�LV�UHDOLVHG�ZLWK�6�KDQGVKDSH�GLV-
playing an ipsilateralward arc movement in the neutral space (a). This 
VLJQ�DOORZV�IRU�QXPHUDO�LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�IURP���WR�����DV�H[HPSOLHG�LQ�
(b) and (c). 

a. YEARݲ�� 1

b. YEAR^THREEݲ��� 1
ވ7KUHH�\HDUVއ

c. YEAR^EIGHTݲ��� 1
ވLJKW�\HDUV)އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_amonth.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_bmonthtwo.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_montheight.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_aday.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_bdaythree.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_ayear.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_byearthree.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_cyeareight.mp4
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Another possibility is to incorporate the numeral handshape into a 
FODVVLHU�[MORPHOLOGY 5]. For example, THREE can be incorporated in-
WR�D�ZKROH�HQWLW\�FODVVLHU�IRU�XSULJKW�SHUVRQ�

CL(3): ‘upright_individuals_come’ � 1
‘7KUHH�SHRSOH�FDPH�WR�PHވ�

In this case, the upper limit of numeral incorporation is 5.

3.10.1.2 Ordinal numerals

Ordinal numerals in LIS employ the same handshapes selected by 
cardinal numerals. The two classes are distinguished by absence or 
presence of movement: cardinals from 1 to 10 do not display any par-
ticular movement, whereas ordinals from 1st to 10th require a wrist 
rotation from prone to supine (see the section on secondary move-
ment [PHONOLOGY 1.3.2]). To illustrate, we show a one-hand ordinal, SEC-
OND (a), and a two-hand ordinal, EIGHTH (b).

a. SECONDݲ�� 1

b. EIGHTHݲ�� 1

The phonological form (movement, location, and absolute orientation) 
of ordinals might slightly vary according to the kind of the ranked en-
tity (e.g. sequences, winning positions, railway platforms, etc.). For 
example, if SECOND�LV�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�RRU�RI�D�EXLOGLQJ��
the palm is usually oriented outward and the movement is upward.

SECONDupݲ�� 1
ވ6HFRQG�RRUއ

If SECOND is used to refer to the second row in a theatre, it is usually 
signed with upward palm orientation and inward repeated movement.

SECONDbackݲ�� 1
ވ�LQ�D�WKHDWUH��6HFRQG�URZއ

'LೲHUHQWO\�IURP�WKH�SUHYLRXV�FDVHV��SECOND in competition ranking 
is usually articulated with inward palm orientation and with a down-
ward repeated movement.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_1_cl3uprightindividualscome.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_2_asecond.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_2_beighth.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_2_secondup.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_2_secondback.mp4
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RANKING IX1 SECONDdownݲ�� 1
ވ�Q�WKH�UDQNLQJ��,�DP�LQ�VHFRQG�SRVLWLRQ,އ

Moreover, cardinals constitute a potentially unlimited class of items, 
whereas ordinals constitute a defective class since it is limited to ten 
items, from FIRST to TENTH. Ordinals higher than 10th are expressed 
in LIS with the equivalent cardinals together with the ranked enti-
ty. For example, in a competition, the eleventh position is expressed 
through the cardinal ELEVEN and the sign PLACE. 

RANKING IX1 ELEVEN PLACE � 1
ވ�Q�WKH�UDQNLQJ��,�KROG�WKH�HOHYHQWK�SRVLWLRQ,އ

Another common strategy to keep track of ordinal numbering in 
signed discourse is represented by list buoys (see [LEXICON 1.2.3] and 
[PRAGMATICS 2.2.3]). For example, a signer is talking about his last sum-
mer trip and lists the cities he visited (in order, Paris, Madrid, and 
%DUFHORQD���7KH�RUGLQDO�QXPEHULQJ��UVW��VHFRQG��WKLUG��FDQ�EH�LQGL-
cated by the non-dominant hand, as shown below.

a. dom: IX[thumb]
n-dom: ONE

ވޕ��LUVW(އ

b. dom: IX[index]
n-dom: TWO

ވޕ��6HFRQGއ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_2_rankingix1seconddown.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_2_rankingix1elevenplace.mp4
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c. dom: IX[middle]
n-dom: THREE

ވޕ��7KLUGއ

/LVW�EXR\V�XVXDOO\�UDQJH�IURP�UVW�WR�IWK�

3.10.1.3 Distributive numerals

Like ordinals, distributive numerals in LIS make use of the same hand-
shapes selected by cardinal numerals. These handshapes are associat-
ed with reduplicated movement in the signing space: the numeral is re-
SHDWHG�LQ�GLೲHUHQW�ORFDWLRQV�DQG�HDFK�LQVWDQFH�FRUUHVSRQGV�WR�D�VHW�RI�
entities. In the example below, TWOdistr associated with the noun SAND-
WICH indicates that there are multiple sets of two sandwiches. From an 
articulatory perspective, there are two semantically equivalent pos-
sibilities: each reduplication can either be marked by a slight forward 
movement, as in (a), or be unmarked for movement, as in (b). In both 
cases transition movements are produced between reduplications.

a. SANDWICH TWOdistr EXIST �ZLWK�UHSHDWHG�IRUZDUG�PRYHPHQW�1ݲ
ވ�7KH\��KDYH�WZR�VDQGZLFKHV�HDFK�އ

b. SANDWICH TWOdistr EXIST �ZLWKRXW�UHSHDWHG�IRUZDUG�PRYHPHQW�1ݲ
ވ�7KH\��KDYH�WZR�VDQGZLFKHV�HDFK�އ

3.10.2 Quantifiers

4XDQWLHUV�DUH�OH[LFDO�VLJQV�H[SUHVVLQJ�GLೲHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�QRQ�QX-
merical quantities. In this section, we describe some of the quanti-
HUV�DWWHVWHG�LQ�/,6��

It is important to note that they co-occur with a noun, but some 
of them can also be used pronominally. For example, the sign ALL 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_3_asandwichtwodistrexistwithrepeatedforwardmovement.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_1_3_bsandwichtwodistrexistwithoutrepeatedforwardmovement.mp4
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can modify the plural noun PERSON++, as in (a), or function as pro-
noun, as in (b).

a. PERSON++ ALL ORIGIN SICILYݲ�� 1
ވ�\OO�WKH�SHRSOH�FRPH�IURP�6LFLO$އ

b. ALL ORIGIN SICILYݲ�� 1
ވ�\YHU\RQH�FRPHV�IURP�6LFLO)އ

7KH�XQLYHUVDO�TXDQWLHU�VHOHFWV�DOO�WKH�HQWLWLHV�UHIHUUHG�WR�E\�WKH�
noun. In LIS, there are several signs that can be used with this func-
tion. For the sake of simplicity, we only show two of them: ALL(G) and 
ALL(5). Both are one-handed signs articulated in the neutral space. In 
ALL(G), the G handshape produces a circular movement on the hor-
izontal plane. A variant form of this sign is almost identical except 
for the handshape (curved open 5 rather than G). 

ALL(G) � 1

4XDQWLHU�ALL(G) is not usually spatialised, i.e. the movement com-
SRQHQW�LV�TXLWH�[HG�

In ALL(5)��WKH�DW�RSHQ���KDQGVKDSH�FORVHV�ZKLOH�WKH�KDQG�PRYHV�
on a linear path.

ALL(5) � 1

The sign ALL(5) can modify the direction of the path movement ac-
cording to the position and arrangement of the referents associated 
ZLWK�WKH�TXDQWLHG�QRXQ��DORQJ�YHUWLFDO��KRUL]RQWDO��DQG�GHLFWLF�D[HV���

While the handshape of ALL(5)�FDQQRW�EH�PRGLHG��WKH�TXDQWL-
er ALL(G) is compatible with numeral incorporation. This means that 
the G handshape can be replaced by a cardinal handshape (from 2 
to 5). To illustrate, cardinal TWO incorporated into ALL(G) is shown in 
(a). A very similar meaning is obtained with the pronoun IX3a+3b (b), 
which is produced with the same handshape associated with a re-
peated linear movement on the horizontal plane.

a. ALL(G)^TWOݲ�� 1
ވ7KH�WZR�RI�WKHPއ

b. IX3a+3bݲ�� 1
ވRWK�RI�WKHP%އ

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_apersonalloriginsicily.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_balloriginsicily.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_allg.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_all5.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_aallgtwo.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_bix3a3b.mp4
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Like ALL(G) and ALL(5), EACH applies to all the members of a set, and 
hence it is compatible with count nouns only. The peculiarity of EACH 
is its distributive reading: indeed, it selects the members of the set 
individually, rather than collectively. From an articulatory perspec-
tive, this sign is realised reduplicating cardinal ONE with extended 
thumb in several spatial locations on the horizontal plane (from left 
to right for a right-handed signer), which are associated to the dif-
ferent members of the set. Each reduplication is usually marked by 
a slight downward movement.

EACH � 1

/DUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�LQGLFDWHG�E\�TXDQWLHUV�MANY and NU-
MEROUS, which are usually compatible with count nouns. Both are 
two-handed signs, but occasionally they can be articulated with the 
dominant hand only. MANY involves repeated closing and opening of 
DW�FORVHG���KDQGVKDSH�GLVSOD\HG�RQ�WKH�KRUL]RQWDO�SODQH��

MANY � 1

In NUMEROUS��WKH�QJHUV�RSHQ�RQH�DIWHU�WKH�RWKHU�ZKLOH�WKH�KDQGV�
move outward on the horizontal plane.

NUMEROUS � 1

The sign SOME�VHOHFWV�DQ�XQVSHFLHG�DPRXQW�RI�HQWLWLHV�DQG�LV�FRP-
patible with count nouns. Two variant forms are quite widespread: 
SOME(F), a one-handed sign realised with F handshape and repeat-
ed forward movements (a), and SOME(G), a two-handed sign realised 
with G handshape and alternating movement on the vertical plane (b).

a. SOME(F) � 1

b. SOME(G) � 1

6PDOO�TXDQWLWLHV�DUH�LQGLFDWHG�E\�WKH�TXDQWLHU�FEW. This is a one-
handed sign making the tip of the thumb come into contact with the 
WLS�RI�WKH�H[HG�LQGH[�QJHU��,W� LV�FRPSDWLEOH�ERWK�ZLWK�FRXQW�DQG�
mass nouns.

FEW � 1

6RPH�TXDQWLHUV�GR�QRW�H[SUHVV�DEVROXWH�TXDQWLWLHV��UDWKHU�UHODWLYH�
quantities, namely quantities in relation or in proportion to something 

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_each.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_many.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_numerous.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_asomef.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_bsomeg.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_few.mp4
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HOVH��:H�SUHVHQW�KHUH�WKUHH�TXDQWLHUV�RI�WKLV�W\SH��ENOUGH, TOO_MANY 
(or TOO_MUCH), and MOST. The sign ENOUGH is used when the referents 
are as many as needed, required, or expected. This is a one-handed 
sign articulated with unspread 5 repeatedly moving toward the sign-
HUވV�FKLQ��

ENOUGH � 1

The sign TOO_MANY is used when the referents are exceedingly more 
than needed, required, or expected. This is a two-handed sign: both 
hands have a curved open L handshape and move outward on the 
horizontal plane. 

TOO_MANY � 1

Both ENOUGH and TOO_MANY are compatible with count and mass 
nouns. The sign MOST indicates the majority of a set of entities. It is a 
two-handed sign: both hands have a spread 5 handshape facing one 
another and the dominant hand moves away from the non-dominant 
one with an upward linear movement.

MOST � 1

$�TXDQWLHU�ZLWK�D�IUHH�FKRLFH�PHDQLQJ�LV�ANY��7KLV�TXDQWLHU�LV�XVHG�
to express lack of restriction of amount. ANY is a two-handed sign re-
alised with unspread 5 handshape. Both hands undergo repeated 
nodding (palm/back repeatedly) in mirror fashion.

ANY � 1

,Q�/,6��ZH�DOVR�QG�QHJDWLYH�TXDQWLHUV��VXFK�DV�ZERO, NOBODY, BARE, 
and EMPTY. The sign ZERO is derived from the corresponding cardi-
nal numeral [LEXICON 3.10.1.1]. It is articulated with a F handshape mov-
ing forward in the signing space. This particular handshape is icon-
ically related to the digit 0. ZERO can be produced with either one or 
two hands. It is compatible with both count and mass nouns and with 
both animate and inanimate referents. 

ZERO � 1

The sign NOBODY occurs only with animate referents. It is a symmet-
ric two-handed sign realised with G handshape and diverging line-
ar path movement on the horizontal plane. NOBODY shows a particu-

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_enough.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_toomany.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_most.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_any.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_zero.mp4
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lar distributional pattern, which is addressed in [SYNTAX 1.5.1.2.1] and 
[SYNTAX 4.4.2].

NOBODY � 1

The signs EMPTY and BARE usually indicate absence of something. EMP-
TY�LV�SURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�QHXWUDO�VSDFH�ZLWK�DW�FORVHG�KDQG�DQG�ZULVW�
rotation. It can be produced with either one or both hands. 

EMPTY � 1

The sign BARE, on the other hand, is articulated with 3/5 handshape 
and linear movement.

BARE � 1

While in the sign EMPTY�WKH�PRYHPHQW�FRPSRQHQW�ORRNV�TXLWH�[HG��
the sign BARE can modify the direction of the movement according 
to the location in space in which the referent is absent. For example, 
to convey that there are no books in a wardrobe, the direction of the 
sign BARE can specify whether this lack of books applies to a single 
shelf from left to right, as in (a), or to the whole wardrobe from top 
to bottom, as in (b).

a. WARDROBE INSIDE BOOK BARELSVLݲ� 1
ވ�IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW��WKHUH�DUH�QR�ERRNV��Q�WKH�ZDUGUREH,އ

b. WARDROBE INSIDE BOOK BAREGRZQݲ� 1
ވ�IURP�WRS�WR�ERWWRP��WKHUH�DUH�QR�ERRNV��Q�WKH�ZDUGUREH,އ

7KH�TXDQWLW\�H[SUHVVHG�E\�WKH�TXDQWLHU�FDQ�EH�PRGLHG�WKURXJK�
non-manuals (e.g. wide-open eyes, mouth-corners pulled downward, 
tensed lips, etc.). For more details, see [MORPHOLOGY 2.2]. 
4XDQWLFDWLRQ�FDQ�DOVR�EH�H[SUHVVHG�E\�PHDQV�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�

FODVVLHU�FDWHJRU\��QDPHO\�6L]H�$QG�6KDSH�6SHFLHUV��6$66�� [MOR-
PHOLOGY 5.2]. This strategy is especially used with mass nouns, such 
as FLOUR, HONEY, and SALT.

https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_nobody.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_empty.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_bare.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_awardrobeinsidebookbareipsi.mp4
https://edizionicafoscari.unive.it/grammatica-lis/media/video/gr-lis-3-3_10_2_bwardrobeinsidebookbaredown.mp4
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JAM SASS(5): ‘big_DPRXQWވ
ވ�FRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�MDP$އ

)RU�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�V\QWDFWLF�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�TXDQWLHUV�ZLWKLQ�
the nominal phrase see [SYNTAX 4.4].

3.11. Particles
To be developed.

3.11.1 Negative particles
To be developed.

3.11.2 Question particles 
To be developed.

3.11.3 Discourse particles
To be developed.

3.12. Interjections
To be developed.

Information on Data and Consultants

The descriptions in these sections are based on the references below. For in-
formation on data and consultants see the references. The video clips and im-
ages exemplifying the linguistic data have been produced by LIS native sign-
ers involved in the SIGN-HUB Project. 
In [LEXICON 3.2], we decided to use Carol Padden’s classification (Padden 1988), 
rather than the alternative classification based on Pizzuto (1986).
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