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SUGAWARA NO MICHIZANE’S POEMS AS HYPOTEXT: THE CASE
OF WAKANROEISHU AND GENJI MONOGATARI

TRTAVR V=) —=
ES S EVSN-:
Edoardo Gerlini

Ca’ Foscari University of Venice

Abstract

Objective of this paper is to demonstrate and analyze the transtextual relations
that lay between Sugawara no Michizane’s poems collections Kanke bunso
and Kanke koshii, and two important Heian period works, namely Fujiwara no
Kintd’s Wakanroeishii and Murasaki Shikibu’s Genji Monogatari. 1 apply the
theory of hypertextuality proposed by Gérard Genette to these works, focusing
on the problem of hypertextuality, and demonstrating that the terminology cre-
ated by Genette about European literature can be adopted to effectively analyze
ancient Japanese works. This results in a deeper understanding of the works
themselves and the authors’ peculiarities and abilities.

Keywords
Transtextuality, Sugawara no Michizane, Wakanroeisht, Genji monogatari,
Gérard Genette
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