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{ABSTRACT>

Japanese Enforcement of Shinto Shrine Worship
in Colonial Korea and the U. S. State
Department Response, 1931 ~1937

Jong Chol An

Since Japanese encroachment upon Manchuria in 1931, Japan
gradually tried to enforce shintoism upon Korea. It is widely known
that the Japanese project conflicted with American missionaries and
Korean christian’s religious conscience, the tension resulting in some
human costs in late colonial period. But American diplomats were
reluctant in sacrificing the amicable relations between the U. S. and
Japan. This article deals with the dialogue between the State
Department officials and Japanese ones, the area that has been
neglected so far.

In opposition to an assumption that Japanese invasion of
Manchuria in 1931 was a crucial point in the U. S. and Japanese
relations, there were many dialogue between two countries about the
Shinto enforcement upon mission schools. At this time Japanese
colonial government did not enforce Shintoism upon the schools in
order to make positive images of Japan in the U. S. Joseph C. Grew,
then US Ambassador to Japan, also evaluated Shintoism and
concluded that Shinto worship is only patriotic ceremony.

Actually, there came different situation with the coming of the
Sino-Japanese war in 1937. Before the war, Japan gradually steeped

into militarism so that the government began to enforce the worship
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upon mission schools. William R. Langdon, consul in Seoul, wrote an
interesting memorandum saying that the U. S. had only two
options: whether SD follow Japanese order or involve into other
countries” religious affairs. The implication is that U. S. did not
have sufficient reason to intervene into Shinto affairs in colonial
Korea except mission property rights. Other U. S. officials also agree
to Langdon’s approach. The U.S. ‘neutrality’ had a different message
to each party, Koreans, American missionaries and Japanese. The
post-World War 1T cooperation between Japan and the U. S. dates
back to the antebellum period as this paper shows.

key words : Shinto Shrine Worship, Northern Presbyterian (PCUSA), Mission
School, George S. McCune, William R. Langdon, woseph C.
Grew
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