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Over the past decades, mitigation strategies have been adopted both by federal and state agencies in the United
States (US) to improve air quality. Between 2007 and 2009, the US faced a ﬁnancial/economic crisis that
lowered activity and reduced emissions. At the same time, changes in the prices of coal and natural gas drove a
shift in fuels used for electricity generation. Seasonal patterns, diel cycles, spatial gradients, and trends in PM2.5
and gaseous pollutants concentrations (NOx, SO2, CO and O3) monitored in New York State (NYS) from 2005 to
2016 were examined. Relationships between ambient concentrations, changes in NYS emissions retrieved from
the US EPA trends inventory, and economic indicators were studied. PM2.5 and primary gaseous pollutants
concentrations decreased across NYS. By 2016, PM2.5 and SO2 attained relatively homogeneous concentrations
across the state. PM2.5 concentrations decreased signiﬁcantly at all sites. Similarly, SO2 concentrations declined
at all sites within this period, with the highest slopes observed at the urban sites. Reductions in NOx emissions
likely contributed to summertime average ozone reductions. NOx and VOCs controls reduced O3 peak concentrations as seen in signiﬁcant relationships between the annual O3 4th-highest daily maximum 8-h concentrations and estimated NOx emissions at rural and suburban sites (r2 ∼ 0.7). Spring maxima were not reduced
with most sites showing insigniﬁcant slopes or signiﬁcant positive slopes (e.g., +2.6% y−1 and +2% y−1, at
CCNY and PFI, respectively). Increases in autumn and winter ozone concentrations were found (e,g.,
6.6 ± 0.4% y−1 on average in New York City). Signiﬁcant relationships were observed between PM2.5, primary
pollutants, and economic indicators. Overall, a decrease in electricity generation with coal, and the simultaneous
increase in natural gas consumption for power generation, led to a decrease in PM2.5 and gaseous pollutants
concentrations.

1. Introduction
It is now recognized that adverse health eﬀects, particularly mortality and morbidity due to cardiovascular and respiratory disease, are
associated with increased concentrations of ambient air pollutants
(WHO, 2013). Long-term exposure to PM2.5 was associated with a 6%
and 11% increase in the risk of all-cause and cardiovascular mortality
associated with each 10 μg m−3 increase in PM2.5 concentration, respectively, while each 5.3-ppb increase in NO2 concentration was associated with a 5% increase in the risk of all-cause of mortality (Hoek
et al., 2013). Also, each 10-ppb increase in ambient ozone concentration was associated with an approximate 4% increase in the risk of
respiratory mortality (Jerrett et al., 2009). For short-term exposures, Di
et al. (2017) determined that an increase of 10 μg m−3 in PM2.5 and
10 ppb in warm-season ozone were statistically signiﬁcantly associated
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with a relative increase of 1.05% and 0.51% in daily mortality rate,
respectively.
During the past forty years, mitigation strategies have been adopted
to improve air quality at both the federal and state levels in the United
States (US). Since 2000, these strategies were aimed primarily at reducing emissions from light- and heavy-duty vehicles and electric
power generation. Between 2004 and 2010, the Tier II Tailpipe NOx
Emissions Standard for light-duty vehicles was implemented (USEPA,
2017a). Major changes included computerized engine control and addition of after treatment technologies. Similarly, the Clean Heavy-Duty
Bus and Truck Rule imposed for new heavy-duty diesel vehicles
(HDDVs) sold after July 1, 2007, to have particle control traps and after
January 1, 2010, to have NOx controls (USEPA, 2016a). To protect the
catalysts in the particle regenerative traps, on-road diesel fuel sold after
October 1, 2006, was required to have ultralow sulfur concentrations
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SO2, CO and O3) monitored by the New York State Department of
Conservation (DEC) from 2005 to 2016 were analyzed to determine the
seasonality, diel cycles, spatial gradients, and trends across NYS.
Changes in emission rates for NYS retrieved from the US EPA trends
inventory database were related to the ambient pollutants concentrations, and the eﬀect of economic changes on these trends were also
assessed using a variety of economic indicators.

(< 15 ppm) instead of low sulfur content (< 500 ppm) (USEPA,
2016b).
The NOx SIP (State Implementation Plan) Call ﬁnalized in 2004 and
the NOx Budget Trading Program (2003) strongly reduced summertime
NOx emissions from power plants and other large stationary sources
(USEPA, 2017b). It was estimated that the NOx SIP call led to a 57%
reduction in NOx emissions from 2000 to 2005 (Simon et al., 2015). In
2003, a new regulation on electricity generated emissions of SO2 and
NOx started in New York State (NYS) (NYSERDA, 2006). The regulation
required New York electricity generators to reduce SO2 emissions by
50% below levels allowed under the Clean Air Act. It also extends the
NOx emissions limits currently required for the ozone season
throughout the year. In 2004, the Renewable Portfolio Standard, approved by the NYS Public Service Commission, aimed to include a
higher proportion of renewable energy sources in the state electricity
generation mix, such as wind power and other “green” alternatives to
fossil fuels from 19% to more than 25% by 2013. A potential reduction
in ozone precursors (NOx and CO) and PM can be also associated with
the introduction of the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) in
2009 (NYSERDA, 2006). This multi-state eﬀort aimed to cap carbon
dioxide emissions associated with the generation of electricity in the
Northeast and mid-Atlantic US. RGGI includes investments in energy
eﬃciency, clean and renewable energy, and greenhouse gas abatement
mostly addressed to the residential and business recipient. This program led to a reduction in power sector carbon pollution of more than
45 percent (RGGI, 2017). In New York City in 2011, new permits for
No. 6 oil used for space heating were disallowed so that by 2015, only
No. 4 or cleaner oil could be used. However, No. 4 oil could still contain
1500 ppm S (Kheirbek et al.,2014). NYC Cleanheat (2018) claims a 65%
reduction in PM2.5 emissions from building heating because of
switching to cleaner fuels.
Beginning on July 1, 2012, NYS required that all distillate oils including No. 2 oil sold within the state for any purpose be ultralow
sulfur. This requirement has been adopted by most northeastern states
in 2014 (NEFI, 2014). In addition, there have also been reductions in
emissions from upwind sources that provide the precursor gases for
particulate sulfate and nitrate (SO2 and NO2) including electricity
policy changes in Ontario, Canada (CA) that phased out all fossil fuel
combustion for electricity generation (Ontario, 2017).
Previous air pollution long-term trend analyses in Rochester, NY
(Emami et al., 2018) showed signiﬁcant declines in concentrations for
most air pollutants at single locations. Duncan et al. (2016) reported
notable drops in urban NOx over the northeastern US from 2005 to
2014. However, the eastern US is still aﬀected by the highest mass
concentrations of airborne ﬁne particulate matter (PM2.5) in the US
(Fine et al., 2008; Hand et al., 2012a, 2012b; Tai et al., 2010) and SO2
emissions are higher than the western US leading to a larger contribution of ammonium sulfate on PM mass (Parrish et al., 2011).
Recently, Rattigan et al. (2016) examined trends in concentrations
of PM2.5 and its major constituents at 8 sites in NYS. They reported
reductions of 4–7 μg m−3 at urban sites comparted with 3–4 μg m−3 for
rural locations between 2000 and 2015. They attributed much of these
reductions to lower sulfate and nitrate concentrations. Civerolo et al.
(2017) analyzed the 1980–2014 trends of the annual averages of gasphase pollutants as well as seasonal and diurnal variations at 5 urban
and one rural sites to evaluate the impacts of the emissions control
programs. However, there has not been an analysis of the spatial distribution and pollutant concentration variations across NYS. The relationships between pollutant concentration trends, national emission
estimates, and whether any pollutant concentration changes driven by
changing economic conditions (e.g., the 2008 recession) have not yet
been explored. Moreover, although most of NYS's population lives in
urban areas, the state is also characterized by small villages across the
state. Hence, a complete analysis of trends in pollutant concentrations
acquired at all of the urban, suburban, and rural sites is needed.
In this study, PM2.5 and gaseous pollutants concentrations (NOx,

2. Study area and emissions scenario
2.1. Study area
NYS extends over 141,000 km2 (max extension ∼500 km along its
N-S axis and ∼520 km along its W-E axis). Its territory includes several
major metropolitan areas (≥1 million inhabitants: New York City,
Buﬀalo, Rochester, and Albany) and many smaller urban areas, to give
a total population of ∼19.7 million inhabitants (Census, 2017a). According to the 2011 National Land Cover Database, ∼8.3% of the NYS
territory is developed areas (Homer et al., 2015). However, most of the
land area (58.5%) hosts natural and semirural environments (barren
land, forest, shrub, grassland and wetland), pasture/hay, and cultivated
crop (19.2%) and water bodies (13.7%). In addition to local emissions,
air quality in NYS is aﬀected by transported air masses from other
source areas, such as the Ohio River Valley (Dutkiewicz et al., 2011;
Masiol et al., 2017a; Emami et al., 2018).
Seven metropolitan combined statistical areas were classiﬁed in
NYS in 2013 (Census, 2017b): (i) Albany-Schenectady (population 1.2
million); (ii) Buﬀalo-Cheektowaga (1.2 million); (iii) Elmira-Corning
(183,000); (iv) Ithaca-Cortland (153,000); (v) Rochester-Batavia-Seneca Falls (1.2 million); (vi) Syracuse-Auburn (743,000) and (vii) New
York City (NY-NJ-PA Metro Area, 23.7 million).
2.2. Changing in emissions
Air pollutants emission inventory trends data for NYS are available
from the US EPA trends inventory for the 1990–2016 period (USEPA,
2017c). Some technical speciﬁcations about the US EPA trends inventory are reported in supplemental section S1. The trends for the total
emissions of primary PM2.5 and the main gaseous precursors for secondary PM (SO2, NOx, NH3, and VOCs), at state-level, for the period
2005–2016 are provided in the supplementary material (Section S1 and
Figs. S1 to S6).
PM2.5 is emitted mainly by three sectors: “fuel combustion other”,
which includes diﬀerent combustion processes (boilers, engines) and
diﬀerent fuels (coal, kerosene, distillate oil, residual oil, wood); “miscellaneous sources” including emissions from aircraft, paved road, unpaved road, construction and agriculture; and “other industrial processes” including commercial cooking, grain mills, feed mills, stone
quarrying/processing, mining, etc. Total PM2.5 emissions showed an
increase since 2012, mostly attributable to the increase in the estimated
emissions from the “other industrial process” sector due to changes in
emission estimates for commercial cooking.
NOx and SO2 emissions have decreased by 52% and 85%, respectively, mostly associated with the decrease in the emissions from
highway and oﬀ-highway vehicles and fuel combustion for electric
power generation. Similarly, VOC and CO emissions decreased sharply
(−60% and −45%, respectively). Highway and oﬀ-highway vehicles
are the main sectors emitting both VOCs and CO. VOC emissions are
also attributed to changes in solvent utilization.
While most emissions reductions can be ascribed to regulations and
associated technological improvements, economic drivers can also affect emissions and resulting ambient concentrations of air pollutants as
well as the composition of particulate matter (Arruti et al., 2011). To
better understand the economic variations occurring in the 2005 to
2016 period, the net generation of electricity by energy source, the
energy sales by sector, and the residential oil and gasoline prices were
210
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monthly-averaged data between 2005 and 2016, with only those
months having at least 75% of possible measured concentrations included in the analysis.
Inverse distance weighting (IDW) was applied for spatial interpolation of the pollutants distributions using the seasonal averages as
input data. This technique has been previously applied in exposure
assessment studies (e.g., Hystad et al., 2011; Wu et al., 2006; Masiol
et al., 2016) to generate pollutant concentration surfaces. IDW assumes
that each measured point has a local inﬂuence that diminishes with
distance giving greater weights to points closest to the prediction location. Using IDW, the inﬂuence of neighboring points is lowered as a
function of the increasing distance d (d2 in this case). This implies that
the spatial interpolation can reﬂect a localized or a more extended
condition based on the spatial scales of representativeness of the measured points. Tables S2 to S4 report the measurement scale for each
sampling sites following the US EPA classiﬁcation. Ozone monitoring
sites are mostly classiﬁed as representative of urban and regional conditions (4 km–50 km and 50 km to hundreds km of spatial representativeness, respectively). For PM2.5 and SO2, sampling sites are mostly
representative of a neighborhood scale (100 m–4 km) increasing the
uncertainty associated to the spatial interpolation in areas with lowpoints density (e.g., the northern part of the NYS).
To better cover the entire state, particularly along its borders, pollutant concentration data from the adjacent sites in Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Vermont, and Ontario (Canada) were also included (Table S5).
Data for the Ontario sites were retrieved from the National Air Pollution
Surveillance Program website (NAPS, 2017).

reviewed. Net electricity generation by energy sources in the US and
NYS is presented in Figs. S7 and S8. At the national level, there was a
rising trend in net electricity generation until 2009, followed by level
production. In NYS, electricity generation decreased between 2007 and
2009 and then remained constant.
In 2008 and 2009, coal used for power generation started to decline
and natural gas increased both at the state and national level because of
changes in the operating costs driven by the relative costs of these fuels
(Fig. S9). The eﬀects of the 2008 ﬁnancial crisis (started in October
2007) are reﬂected in energy sales for the industrial sector (Fig. S10)
and the transportation sector (Fig. S11), with decreased energy sales at
the end of 2007 until 2012. Furthermore, by 2010, escalating and
highly variable prices for electricity, natural gas, and residential oil
(Fig. S12) led to an increase in the NYS market share for wood. Wood
was used to supplement oil, gas, propane, and electricity particularly in
low-income households when temperatures were low or fuel prices
were high (Loughlin and Dodder, 2014) and in areas without a ready
access to natural gas (NYSERDA, 2016).
3. Material and methods
3.1. Air pollution data
PM2.5 and gaseous pollutants concentrations (SO2, O3, CO and NOx)
were retrieved from US EPA (https://aqs.epa.gov/api). Measurements
were made using the current and past FEMs (federal equivalent
methods) and FRMs (federal reference methods) (DEC, 2017; Civerolo
et al., 2017). Only the sites collecting PM2.5 by the federal reference
method (FRM) (i.e., gravimetric determination) were considered. In
2015, the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)
managed 74 sites and additional sites were managed by the US EPA Clean Air Markets Division and by tribal agencies. The sites having at
least 6 years of data for at least one pollutant during the period
2005–2016 were included in this study. The ﬁnal dataset included data
from 54 sites (26 for PM2.5, 37 for O3, 26 for SO2, 8 for NOx, 2 for NOy
11 for CO) categorized as urban and center city (URB = 17), suburban
(SUB = 15), and rural (RUR = 22). The speciﬁc sites, their locations,
owners, site abbreviation, category, and species measured are listed in
Table S1. Five main spatial categorizations were identiﬁed on the basis
of US EPA core based statistical areas (CBSA): (i) Buﬀalo, also including
the Cheektowaga and Niagara Falls area; (ii) Rochester-Syracuse-Utica
including the Rome, Ithaca, Syracuse and Corning areas; (iii) Upstate
NY including rural sites located in the Northern part of the state; (iv)
Albany, including the Kingston and Albany-Schenectady-Troy areas;
and (v) New York City (NYC), which groups the sites of the New YorkNewark-Jersey City area. A map of the sites is provided in Fig. 1.
Preliminary data handling and clean-up were performed to check
the datasets for robustness, outliers, and anomalous records. Data
below the detection limit (DL) were replaced with DL/2. Data were
adjusted to account for the shift in anthropogenic emissions due to the
changes between local time and daylight savings time (DST) as needed.
This latter correction helps in investigating diel patterns of anthropogenic emissions.

4. Results and discussion
4.1. Average concentrations, seasonal variation and diel patterns
Fig. S13 shows a summary of the data distributions for the whole
study period (all available data). Concentrations are expressed as indicated by the NAAQS: ppb for NOx and SO2, ppm for O3 and CO, μg
m−3 for PM2.5. Month of the year and diel patterns (except for PM2.5)
are shown in Figs. 2–4, while day of week patterns are shown in the
supplementary material (Figs. S14 to S16).
4.1.1. Ozone
During the whole period, the highest average ozone concentrations
were observed at CON, WES, RIV and WHF (0.035 ppm), DUN
(0.033 ppm), and AMH (0.030 ppm). Diﬀerent monthly patterns were
observed as a function of the state region and sampling site categorization:

• Buﬀalo area sites (AMH and DUN) showed the high, stable con•
•

3.2. Data analyses
Data were analyzed using R (R Core Team, 2017) and a series of
supplementary packages, including ‘openair’ (Carslaw and Ropkins,
2012; Carslaw, 2017), ‘corrplot’ (Wei et al., 2017) and ‘gstat’ (Pebesma
and Graeler, 2017). Theil-Sen slope estimation coupled with the nonparametric Mann-Kendall analysis was used to analyze trends in those
sites having at least 9 years of data (Sen, 1968; Theil, 1992). This
technique assumes monotonic linear trends and is therefore useful to
estimate the interannual trends. The slopes were also deseasonalized by
using the seasonal trend decomposition using loess (STL) to exclude the
eﬀect of seasonal cycles. Long-term trends were analyzed using the

centrations during April through July. The lowest average concentrations were reached in December and January, but were still
higher compared to the other sites in the same months
(O3 > 0.020 ppm).
NYC area sites (CCNY, IS52, QUE, PFI, BAB, HOL, WHP, SUS and
RIV) showed two distinct peaks: one in April (O3 ∼ 0.030 ppm) and
one in July (O3 ∼ 0.035 ppm)
Similar to the rural sites, ROC, SYR, VAL, and LOU exhibited the
highest concentrations in April and May (O3 ∼ 0.035 ppm) and a
minimum during the coldest months with O3 average concentrations
(O3 ∼ 0.020 ppm) comparable to the rural sites (MID, MIL, MTN,
NIC, PIN, WHF, WIL, ROCK, PIS, PER).

The seasonal ozone cycle shows distinct maxima during spring at
some rural locations that are less aﬀected by anthropogenic emissions
and the magnitudes of the maxima have increased (Monks, 2000; Chan
and Vet, 2010; Austin et al., 2015). Spring maxima could be related
both to the stratosphere-troposphere exchange (STE) of O3-rich stratospheric air into the troposphere and to decomposition of NOx reservoirs
211
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Fig. 1. Sampling sites.

anthropogenic ozone-precursors and the higher availability of the biogenic VOCs.
A total of 1681 exceedances of the 8 h national ambient air quality
standard (NAAQS) implemented in 2015 (0.070 ppm) were recorded
across the state, mostly during the period 2007–2012. At some sites, a
strong decrease in the number of exceedances was recorded (i.e., HOL,
n = 41 in 2007, n = 6 in 2011; DUN, n = 29 in 2007, n = 1 in 2013).
Despite this decline, the 8 h-standard was exceeded 101 times in 2016,
mostly in the NYC and surrounding areas (USEPA, 2017d).

such as PAN accumulated during the winter (Bloomer et al., 2010;
Clifton et al., 2014; Gao et al., 2013; Parrish et al., 2013; Strode et al.,
2015; Vingarzan, 2004). However, there is no concensus as to the origin
of the spring maximum (Vingarzan, 2004). Both of these eﬀects will
occur, but the relative role of each at any given location and time is not
known.
Across the state, ozone presented a diel pattern with the highest
concentrations during the afternoon, i.e. the hours characterized by the
higher solar radiation, and minimum concentrations at 6–7 a.m. During
the week, the highest concentrations were reached during weekend
days (Saturday and Sunday) at urban and suburban sites (Cleveland
et al., 1974; Lebron, 1975; Cleveland and McRae, 1978) when the
lowest concentrations of NO and NO2 are also recorded. Rural sites
exhibited a ﬂattened weekly pattern that can be related to the lack of

4.1.2. Nitrogen oxides
NOx is generally used as a marker for combustion emissions, particularly from road traﬃc. The highest annual average NOx, NO, and NO2
concentrations were observed at the NYC sites, with NOx ranging from
212
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Fig. 2. Seasonal and diel variations of the monitored pollutants at urban sites. Each plot reports the monthly average and the hourly average concentrations as a ﬁlled
line and the associated 75th and 99th conﬁdence intervals calculated by bootstrapping the data (n = 200).
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Fig. 3. Seasonal and diel variations of the monitored pollutants at suburban sites. Each plot reports the monthly average and the hourly average concentrations as a
ﬁlled line and the associated 75th and 99th conﬁdence intervals calculated by bootstrapping the data (n = 200).
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Fig. 4. Seasonal and diel variations of the monitored pollutants at rural sites. Each plot reports the monthly average and the hourly average concentrations as a ﬁlled
line and the associated 75th and 99th conﬁdence intervals calculated by bootstrapping the data (n = 200).
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During daytime, the rising mixing layer allows the intrusion of polluted
air masses aloft from farther areas to downmix, resulting in increased
concentrations. A similar daytime increase was also reported by Masiol
et al. (2017c) and Bigi and Harrison (2010). These increases were also
attributed to downward mixing of plumes from elevated point sources
as the boundary layer deepens during daylight hours.

35 ppb at IS52 to 28 ppb at PFI. Among the other urban sites, ROC had
the lowest average concentration (11 ppb) while the rural minima were
observed at Y001 (4 ppb) and PIN (2 ppb). At urban and suburban sites,
nitrogen oxides showed the highest concentrations during the cold
months and the lowest during the warm ones. This pattern can be attributed to the increase in combustion for space heating, lower mixing
layer heights, lower wind speeds, and the reduced availability of oxidant species (hydroxyl radical and ozone).
Two diel NO2 peaks were found at urban and suburban sites, one in
the morning between 7 and 8 and one in the evening. NO showed a
morning peak similar to NO2 but with a smaller increase during the
evening because of the higher afternoon ozone concentrations as noted
above. Diurnal variation in road traﬃc emission and mixing layer
height can explain this pattern with the midday minimum associated
with lower traﬃc emissions, higher ozone concentrations, and a deeper
mixed layer with higher wind speeds enhancing atmospheric mixing.
Weekly mean values were quite similar from Mondays to Friday followed by a drop in average concentrations during the weekend
(Saturday-Sunday). The decrease in concentrations at the end of the
week can be attributed to lower traﬃc volumes compared to the other
days. Traﬃc data was retrieved by the New York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT, 2017); the closest traﬃc count site was
chosen for each site. Examples of weekly traﬃc volume patterns for
IS52, PFI, QUE, HOL, BUF, AMH, PIN, Y001 and ROC is presented in
Fig. S17.

4.1.5. Particulate matter PM2.5
Statewide, New York City had the highest average PM2.5 concentration. For the whole period, MOR, PS19, and IS52 showed annual
average concentrations of 13.3, 12.2, and 11.4 μg m−3, respectively.
Lower concentrations were observed at all rural and suburban sites.
WHI showed the lowest annual average PM2.5 concentration
(5.2 μg m−3) whereas PIN and WES had average concentrations comparable to suburban sites (PIN 7.6 μg m−3, WES 8.3 μg m−3, AMH
7.2 μg m−3, DUN 7.2 μg m−3, SYR 7.5 μg m−3).
Common seasonal patterns were detected across the state showing
the highest average concentrations during summer months with RUR
sites (PIN and WHI) reaching similar PM2.5 concentrations to suburban
and urban areas. Urban and suburban areas also showed an increase in
concentration during cold months, with similar concentrations to the
summer period at some sites (i.e., BUF, ALB, DIV, IS52, and JHS126).
During winter, the lower mixing layer height including thermal inversions, and the higher pollutant emissions due to space heating produced
increased PM concentrations. During summer, enhanced photochemical
activity increased the formation of ammonium sulfate and secondary
organic aerosol (SOA) that are the major PM2.5 constituents in the
northeastern US (Malm et al., 2004; Fine et al., 2008; Tai et al., 2010;
Masiol et al., 2017b).

4.1.3. Carbon monoxide CO
Similar to other pollutants, the highest average concentrations of
CO were recorded at the NYC sites (CCNY and PFI, 0.39 and 0.36 ppm,
respectively) whereas the minimum was reached at PIN (0.14 ppm).
Monthly, weekly and diel concentration patterns are like those observed for NOx. Cold months had the highest average concentrations
and decreased concentrations on the weekends. Two diel peaks were
observed: one in the morning (7–8) and one in the evening at all sites
except PIN, thereby relating CO concentrations to traﬃc emissions.

4.2. Intersite correlations
The coeﬃcients of determinations (r2) were calculated to evaluate
the site-to-site correlations. The correlation plots for PM2.5 and O3 for
the entire period and each season are shown in Figs. S18 to S22. The
highest correlations for PM2.5 concentrations were observed within the
NYC, Albany, Buﬀalo, and Rochester areas. ALB, LOU (located in the
central part of the state) and NEW (north of New York City) provided
diﬀerent results, showing high r2 values with the New York City sites
and with the Buﬀalo and Rochester sites suggesting the inﬂuence of
regional PM.
The PM2.5 intra-group correlation (r2 > 0.7) as well as the intergroup correlations between the northern and the central sites and the
central and NYC sites were generally high (r2 > 0.5) (Fig. S18). PM2.5
variations can be attributed both to local and regional processes. The
inﬂuence of regional processes on sulfate was described by Dutkiewicz
et al. (2004). They reported that sulfate showed similar concentrations
and trends across the state, and PM2.5 concentrations were well correlated even for sites separated by 350–390 km and representing highly
varying local environments (QUE, PIN and WHF).
Compared to PM2.5, ozone showed a more heterogeneous spatial
pattern, with lower inter-site correlations (Fig. S19). The highest correlations can be observed within the NYC sites, and generally between
neighboring sites (i.e., ROC and AMH, MTN and VAL, STI and LOU)
without any distinction based on site categorization (urban, suburban
and rural). Summer period (June-July-August) exhibited an increase in
similarity and slightly higher r2 (Fig. S20).
SO2 concentrations were highly correlated among the NYC sites
(EIS, IS52, PFI, and QUE) (r2 > 0.6) (Fig. S21). The other sites generally exhibited lower r2 values, suggesting the presence of speciﬁc SO2
sources driving local SO2 temporal variation.
Like SO2, nitrogen oxides, total reactive nitrogen and carbon monoxide did not show regional or area-speciﬁc characteristics (Fig. S22).
For NOx and NOy the highest r2 can be observed between the NYC sites
(QUE, IS52, PFI, HOL, and EIS) and between AMH and BUF (r2 = 0.5).
However, these pollutants were only monitored at a few sites that not

4.1.4. Sulfur dioxide
The highest average SO2 concentrations were recorded in the urban
and suburban sites. NYC area had the highest concentrations (IS52,
5.0 ppb; PFI, 3.7 ppb; SCH, 3.2 ppb; HOL, 3.0 ppb; QUE, 2.9) compared
to Buﬀalo (WES, 2.3 ppb; TON, DUN 2.2 ppb; BUF, 2.0 ppb), RochesterSyracuse-Utica (ROC, 2.1 ppb; ELM, 2.2 ppb; SYR, 1.4 ppb) and the
rural sites (∼1 ppb) except for Y001 (2.4 ppb). At the NYC sites, LOU,
and rural PIN and MTN, SO2 monthly average concentrations exhibited
a typical pattern with the highest concentration during the colder
month and the lowest concentrations during the summer. This NYC
pattern can be ascribed to the use of residual oil for space heating.
Masiol et al. (2017a) reported increased probabilities of high SO2
concentrations when winds blew from Manhattan toward Queens.
Lower mixing layer heights, lower wind speeds, and possible thermal
inversions limit dispersion and trap the local emitted pollutants close to
the ground. At BUF, DUN, ROC, SYR and the rural sites other than PIN
and MTN, the SO2 concentrations were slightly higher in the coldest
month, but the diﬀerences between summer and winter were less.
Summer increases in SO2 might be related to the use of peaking diesel
generators to satisfy the higher power demand for air conditioning. The
diesel generators would use nonroad fuels that would be higher in S
content prior to 2014 resulting in higher SO2 emissions.
No speciﬁc weekly pattern can be identiﬁed, but there is a marked
diel pattern. In NYC, the diel pattern is characterized by two peaks in
concentrations, one in the early morning (∼6–7) and one in the evening (∼21–22), compatible with the emissions related to space heating
and traﬃc. Other sites (SYR, LOU, ROC and RUR sites) showed an increase during late morning (∼10–11). TON, DUN and BUF exhibited an
unusual pattern, with the SO2 maxima during the afternoon (∼12–16).
This pattern was related to industrial emissions (Emami et al., 2018).
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Fig. 5. Spatial interpolation of PM2.5 concentrations.

for each pollutant for each season are available as separate supplementary material ﬁles.
PM2.5 showed the highest concentrations in the metropolitan areas
during summer months (Fig. 5). Average concentrations increased from
north to south reaching the maxima in NYC. In winter, PM2.5 concentrations reached a virtually identical spatial distribution between
NYC, Albany, Rochester and Buﬀalo. A gradual reduction in PM2.5
concentrations occurred across the state that was most evident in
summer. The result of this decrease is a homogeneous PM2.5 distribution across the state.
Ozone exhibited diﬀerent patterns (Fig. 6). Summer months showed
a decrease in ozone concentrations, mostly in the central and north part
of the state what ozone increased during winter and spring leading to a
less spatial variability. During spring 2016, the Pinnacle-Connecticut
Hill area and Whiteface still represented ozone hotspots, but the concentrations across the state were similar with the lowest average concentrations in New York City. During winter, the increasing time trend
is evident with most of the urban and suburban sites reaching similar
concentrations as some of the rural sites, mostly associated with the
increase of ozone average concentration in the metropolitan areas than
decreases at the rural sites. The increases in winter ozone are attributed

allow for good spatial characterization.
4.3. Spatial distribution
Spatial diﬀerences in anthropogenic sources as well as the topographic features, can inﬂuence the pollutants distribution across the
state. To better highlight the most polluted areas and the changes in
pollutants concentration over the 2005–2016 period, seasonal average
concentrations of PM2.5, O3 and SO2 were interpolated by using an
inverse distance weighted (IDW) power 2 technique to generate maps
for each season along the investigated period.
Three seasonal periods were considered for PM2.5 and SO2, based on
the seasonal patterns: winter (Dec-Jan-Feb), summer (Jun-Jul-Aug) and
transition (Mar-Apr-May-Sep-Oct-Nov). Ozone concentrations were investigated over the four seasons because of the spring maxima observed
and the diﬀerent patterns exhibited at the rural, suburban and urban
sites: spring (Mar-Apr-May), summer (Jun-Jul-Aug), autumn (Sep-OctNov) and winter (Dec-Jan-Feb). Carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides
were not considered because of the limited number of sites (11 sites and
10 sites, respectively). Seasonal maps for 2005, 2010 and 2016 are
presented in Figs. 5–7. Animated ﬁgures showing the variation of years
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Fig. 6. Spatial interpolation of SO2 concentrations.

emissions of SO2, NOx, CO and VOCs. Examples of these results are
presented in Fig. 8 with complete results presented in Table S10.
PM2.5 concentrations decreased signiﬁcantly (p-value < 0.05) at all
sites with slopes ranging from −8.6% y−1 at POR and JHS45 and
–2.2% y−1 at PFI. Seasonally, the highest statistically signiﬁcant slopes
were observed during summer at almost all sites with an average decrease of −5 ± 0.6% y−1. During the winter and transition seasons, the
estimated slopes showed smaller decrements except at SYR, BUF and
ALB showing concentrations decreases similar to the summer period
(−4.2% y−1 and -4.4% y−1 in winter and summer, respectively). The
larger decrease during the summer months is consistent with the decrease in sulfate concentrations observed in New York State (Rattigan
et al., 2016) and in the Eastern US (Malm et al., 2002). This decrease
reﬂects both the regional origins of the sulfate particles and the overall
eﬀect of the reduction of SO2 emission from electric generating utilities
(EGUs) in high emitting areas such as the Ohio River Valley and the
Great Lakes Basin (Dutkiewicz et al., 2004).
Signiﬁcant negative trends in NOx were observed, ranging from
−0.4% y−1 at BUF to −4.2% y−1 at QUE. However, no signiﬁcant
trend was found at PIN. The observed trends are consistent with the
decreases in NOx emissions in NYS resulting in statistically signiﬁcant

to the declines in NOx emissions (Clifton et al., 2014).
SO2 concentrations exhibited a strong decrease across the state
(Fig. 7). While the decrease is rather homogeneous across the state,
highlighting the presence of commons sources of SO2 at all sites, IS52
and PFI located in the Bronx area (NYC) showed a diﬀerent time pattern. During 2005–2011, the drop in SO2 concentrations at IS52 and PFI
were smaller than at the other sites. In 2012, these sites remained
hotspots. From 2013 onwards, the decrease in concentration was more
evident and very low concentration were observed in 2016 also at IS52
and PFI. This behavior was likely due to the eﬀect of the introduction of
ultralow-sulfur residential oil regulation for space heating in New York
State.
4.4. Trends analysis
Table 1 provides the Theil-Sen linear slopes as percentage y−1
during the period. Trend analysis was also applied to monthly averages
for each pollutant by season to better characterize the eﬀect of the
control strategies. These results are reported in Tables S6 to S9. Hidy
et al. (2014) suggested regressing the annual average ambient concentrations for each pollutant on the annual total state-level estimated
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Fig. 7. Spatial interpolation of O3 concentrations.

relationships between ambient concentration and estimated emissions
(r2 > 0.8). The highest decrease in CO concentrations was estimated at
PFI, QUE and ROC (−5.1% y−1, -4.4% y−1 and -4.3% y−1, respectively). LOU and BUF exhibited lower slopes (−0.9% y-1). Good
agreement between CO annual average concentrations and estimated
emissions were obtained at PIN, LOU, PFI, QUE, and ROC. Unlike
PM2.5, NOx and CO decrements did not show seasonal diﬀerences. NOx

and CO emissions are mostly associated with highway vehicles and oﬀhighway emissions (Figs. S3 and S4). During summer months, vehicular
traﬃc increases (Fig. S23), but the higher mixing layer enhances dispersion. Conversely, winter months are characterized by lower vehicular traﬃc, but the lower mixing layer heights trap pollutants. Hence,
the lack of marked seasonal diﬀerences in the slope reﬂects both the
eﬀects of diﬀerences in the mixing layer height and emissions among
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Table 1
The statistics of the linear trends. Trends expressed in percentage (%) y‒1 along with the upper and lower 95th conﬁdence intervals in the trends and the p-values,
which indicate the statistical signiﬁcance of the slope estimation. Statistically signiﬁcant trends are marked in bold (p-value < 0.05).
Site ID

Cat.

AMH

SUB

TON

SUB

BUF

URB

DUN

URB

NIC

RUR

PIN

RUR

SYR

SUB

ROC

URB

PAU

RUR

PIS

RUR

WHF

RUR

Y001

RUR

STI

RUR

LOU

SUB

ALB

URB

MIL

RUR

MTN

RUR

BAB

SUB

EIS

SUB

HOL

SUB

JHS126

SUB

WHP

SUB

CCNY

URB

DIV

URB

IS52

URB

JHS45

URB

NEW

URB

PFI

URB

POR

URB

PS19

URB

QUE

URB

CO

NOx

PM2.5

SO2

O3

slope (l.ci, u.ci; pvalue)%
[start date - end date]

slope (l.ci, u.ci; pvalue)%
[start date - end date]

slope (l.ci, u.ci; p-value)%
[start date - end date]

slope (l.ci, u.ci; p-value)%
[start date - end date]

slope (l.ci, u.ci; p-value)%
[start date - end date]

0.9 (0.4, 1.5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-0.9 (-1.3, -0.5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

-5.4 (-5.8, -5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

1.8 (-1, 6.1; 0.237)
[6/1/2007 - 12/1/
2016]

-4.3 (-4.8, -4.1; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

-3.7 (-4.1, -3.1; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-6.2 (-6.8, -5.7; 0)
[7/1/2007 - 12/1/2016]
-5.7 (-6.2, -4.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-3.4 (-4.1, -2.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-7.4 (-8.1, -6.7; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-2.1 (-2.8, -1.6; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-10.8 (-12, -9.7; 0)
[1/1/2007 - 12/1/2016]

0.2 (-0.3, 0.6; 0.427)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-0.4 (-0.8, 0; 0.033)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-0.4 (-1, 0.1; 0.13)
[1/1/2006 - 11/1/2016]

-3.4 (-4.1, -2.7; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-3.4 (-3.9, -2.7; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-4.4 (-5.1, -3.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-8.6 (-9.2, -8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

0.7 (0.2, 1.3; 0.01)
[4/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
1.4 (0.7, 2.1; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-1.1 (-1.5, -0.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-1.8 (-2.4, -1.4; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-1.6 (-2, -1.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-2.9 (-4.6, -0.2; 0.043) [1/1/2005 12/1/2016]

-0.6 (-1, -0.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
0.1 (-0.2, 0.4; 0.391)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-3.3 (-4.1, -2.2; 0) [1/1/2005 12/1/2016]

-2.9 (-4, -1.7; 0)
[1/1/2008 - 12/1/2016]

-0.9 (-1.3, -0.6; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

-8.1 (-8.5, -7.4; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-0.5 (-0.9, -0.2; 0.007)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
0.8 (0.4, 1.3; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-3.8 (-4.4, -3.1; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-5.6 (-6.6, -4.7; 0) [1/1/2005 - 12/
1/2016]
-3.5 (-4.1, -2.9; 0)
[1/1/2006 - 12/1/2016]
-7.2 (-8, -6.5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-8 (-8.6, -7.5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

1.5 (0.9, 2.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-0.1 (-0.5, 0.4; 0.825) [4/1/2005 12/1/2016]
1.2 (0.6, 1.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-0.2 (-0.7, 0.1; 0.18)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-4 (-4.5, -3.5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
0.6 (0.2, 1; 0.01)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
3.2 (2.4, 4.1; 0)
[7/1/2007 - 12/1/2016]

-4.3 (-4.8, -3.9; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

-5.1 (-5.8, -4.5; 0)
[1/1/2007 - 12/1/
2016]

-4.4 (-4.8, -3.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

-5 (-5.5, -4.6; 0)
[1/1/2007 - 12/1/
2016]

-4.2 (-4.4, -3.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/
2016]

-3.7 (-4.5, -2.8; 0)
[3/1/2007 - 12/1/2016]
-3.3 (-3.7, -2.5; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-8.8 (-9.5, -8.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

3.5 (2.9, 4.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-4.2 (-4.6, -3.6; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-3.9 (-4.4, -3.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-2.2 (-3.2, -1.1; 0)
[1/1/2008 - 12/1/2016]

-8.1 (-9.1, -7.4; 0)
[2/1/2007 - 12/1/2016]

3.3 (2.5, 4; 0)
[1/1/2007 - 12/1/2016]

-4.2 (-4.7, -3.6; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-3.4 (-3.9, -2.8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
-3.9 (-4.3, -3.3; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

-8.5 (-9, -8; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]

2.7 (2.2, 3.2; 0)
[1/1/2005 - 12/1/2016]
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Fig. 8. Estimated emissions for NOx, SO2 and VOC (left axis), annual average ambient concentrations for NOx, SO2, O3 and the O3 annual 4th-highest daily maximum
8-h concentration (right axis), the reported equations are the linear regression model relating annual average ambient concentrations to the annual emissions.

intensive fracking activities across the nearby border with Pennsylvania
(State Impact PA, 2018) TON, BUF, and DUN can be aﬀected by
emissions from the Buﬀalo industrial area and from Hamilton and
Burlington (CA). NYC sites (IS52, PFI and QUE) are aﬀected by the
emissions of the industrial, marine, and power plant facilities located in
the Jersey City-Newark-Elisabeth area (Qin et al., 2006).

the seasons.
Similar to NOx, SO2 concentrations dropped signiﬁcantly at all sites
in the 2005 to 2016 period, with the highest slopes observed at the
urban sites (i.e., ROC -8.6% y−1, IS52–8.8% y−1, QUE -8.5% y−1). The
smallest, but still signiﬁcant slopes, were recorded at rural sites (NIC,
−2.1%; PAU, −1.1% y−1; WHF, −1.6% y−1 and PIS, −1.8% y−1).
Signiﬁcant direct relationships between ambient SO2 and emissions
were observed at all sites except TON, with R2 > 0.8 at MTN, PAU,
PIN, WHF, SYR, HOL, DUN, IS52, QUE, and ROC.
Seasonally, the rural sites showed the highest decreases during
winter with values ranging from −3.8% y−1 at NIC to −7.9% y−1 at
MTN. At these sites, it is likely that the main source of SO2 is the
combustion of oil for space heating rather than industrial or EGU
emissions. Therefore, the reduction of SO2 emissions can be related to
transition to ultralow-sulfur No.2 oil imposed by New York State.
PIN, and the suburban and urban sites exhibited a diﬀerent pattern
with decreases for all seasons. At these sites, industrial and EGUs
emissions might exceed space heating. The PIN site may be aﬀected by

4.4.1. Ozone trends and relationship with NOx and VOC
Despite the general decrease in NOx concentrations and emissions
across the state, decreases in O3 concentrations at all sites were not
observed. Throughout the period, ozone concentrations showed no
signiﬁcant trend at rural sites (MTN, PIN, and WHF), DUN and HOL
(suburban). A statistically signiﬁcant increase was estimated for urban
and suburban sites with the highest slopes at the NYC sites (CCNY,
+3.2% y−1; IS52, +3.5% y−1; PFI, +3.3% y−1 and QUE, +2.7%
y−1). Only NIC, PIS, and STI (rural sites) exhibited a statistically signiﬁcant decrease in ozone concentrations of −0.4% y−1, -0.6% y−1,
and -0.5% y−1, respectively. Seasonally, statistically signiﬁcant
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decreases in ozone concentrations were observed during summer at all
rural sites except WIL, WHF, and MIL. SYR and DUN exhibited similar
summer slopes (−1.2% y−1 and -1.5% y−1, respectively).
The reduction of NOx emissions (−52%) likely contributed to the
reduction of ozone formation during summer mostly at rural sites
(−1.9 ± 0.4% y−1 on average). Similarly, NOx and VOCs control
plans successfully acted on the reduction of O3 highest concentrations
at rural and suburban sites. This conclusion is supported by the signiﬁcant direct relationships between the O3 annual 4th-highest daily
maximum 8-h concentrations, i.e. the metric used by US EPA for the
NAAQS O3 standard, NOx and VOCs emissions (r2 ∼ 0.7) (Fig. 8 and
Table S10).
Conversely, the mitigation strategies did not contribute to the reduction of spring maxima and led to increased concentrations in autumn and winter months. During spring, most of the sites showed no
statistically signiﬁcant trends or signiﬁcant positive slopes (e.g., +2.6%
y−1 and +2% y−1, at CCNY and PFI, respectively). Increased ozone
concentrations were observed during autumn and winter, mostly at
urban and suburban sites, but also at WIL and MIL (rural). Unlike other
sites, the NYC sites (IS52, PFI and QUE) exhibited statistically signiﬁcant positive slopes in all seasons, with the highest increases during
winter (6.6 ± 0.4% y−1 on average).
Similar behavior was reported by Austin et al. (2015) in the metropolitan Boston area. In the present study, increased background
concentrations of ozone were observed mostly during the transition
period (spring and falls) in agreement with increased spring maximal
O3 concentrations (Monks, 2000). Bloomer et al. (2010) and Simon
et al. (2015) observed an increase in ozone concentrations at the lower
end of the ozone distribution during winter and early spring months in
more urbanized areas, probably because of decreased NO titration
(Clifton et al., 2014).
The inverse relation between average measured O3 and estimated
NOx can help explain the behavior of ozone in the urban sites (Fig. 8).
Under VOC limited conditions (Seinfeld and Pandis, 2016), the reaction
of ·OH with NO2 predominates over the reaction of ·OH with VOCs, i.e.,
the eﬀects of NOx on ozone are dominated by ozone destruction. Thus,
in areas characterized by elevated ambient NOx concentrations (e.g.,
urban centers with signiﬁcant traﬃc), ozone concentrations are controlled by VOC-limited conditions leading to ozone suppression. In
these cases, NOx reductions may lead to increased ozone concentrations
and frequently violations of the NAAQS ozone standard at downwind
suburban sites outside of core urban areas (Simon et al., 2015).
The failure of NOx emissions reduction to reduce ozone concentrations can also be due in part to the addition of exhaust after-treatment
systems in diesel vehicles leading to increases in the fraction of NO2 in
the NOx emissions from traﬃc. The increased NO2 can result in shifting
in the photostationary state in favor of NO2 without an equivalent decrease in O3 concentrations (Guerreiro et al., 2014). At IS52, PFI, and
QUE, the decrease in NOx concentrations is larger than the decrease in
NO2 concentrations, resulting in a statistically signiﬁcant increase in
the NO2/NOx ratio (IS52 + 1.2% y−1; PFI +1.0% y−1; QUE +0.5%
y−1) (Fig. S24).

computed between the monthly average pollutant concentration and
the monthly averages of the economic indicators for NYS. Energy sales
for transportation and industry were used to characterize the associated
variation in pollution concentrations from the transportation and industrial sector, respectively. The residential heating oil price was used
to account for the changes in residential space heating fuels during the
period. Gasoline prices might aﬀect the overall traﬃc and the net
electricity generation by coal and by natural gas characterizes the
changes in electricity production fuels. Results of the multilinear regression are reported as supplementary materials (Tables S11 to S18).
The decrease in net electricity generation by coal aﬀected PM2.5
concentrations across the state (Tables S11 and S12) with statistically
signiﬁcant positive coeﬃcients obtained at almost all sites (p-value <
0.05), i.e., the decrease of coal use led to an overall decrease of PM2.5.
Lower but statistically signiﬁcant positive coeﬃcients were obtained for
the electricity generation by natural gas at most sites. Thus, the energy
sector was a major driver for PM2.5 concentrations. The industrial sector
is positively related to PM2.5 concentrations at WES, NIA, and BUF. The
Buﬀalo area is one of the more industrialized areas of the state with
several manufacturer industries (Buﬀalo Niagara, 2017). Statistically
signiﬁcant negative coeﬃcients for residual oil were obtained only at
WES, PIN, WHF, and NIA, while, LOU and PFI had positive coeﬃcients.
SO2 concentrations across the state were related to the trends in
residual oil prices, electricity generation by coal, and electricity generation by natural gas (Tables S13 and S14). The decrease in coal
combustion for electricity generation led to decreases in SO2 concentration whereas natural gas generation had a negative coeﬃcient,
i.e. the shift from coal to natural gas produced negative SO2 trends.
Positive and statistically signiﬁcant coeﬃcients were obtained for industrial energy sales and for residual oil prices. An increase in industrial
production led to increased SO2 concentrations. The positive relationship between SO2 and residual oil prices was unexpected. This pattern
may be related to a seasonal eﬀect, SO2 average concentrations are
higher during winter months and residual oil prices tend to increase
during cold months which are also when there is more demand of oil for
space heating and higher emissions.
The decrease in electricity generation by coal led to decreased NOx
concentrations similar to PM and SO2, (Tables S15 and S16). Changes in
residual oil and gasoline prices aﬀected NOx concentration at all sites.
Like the SO2 results, positive coeﬃcients for residual oil price in the
NOx models can be the result of season related to the increasing demand
for residual oil for space heating and the subsequent emissions of NOx.
Gasoline price had a negative coeﬃcient indicating a decrease in traﬃc
volume and a subsequent decrease in NOx concentrations.
CO concentrations were primarily related to the variations in generation by coal and by natural gas (Tables S17 and S18). Decreased
generation by coal led to decreased CO concentrations. Additionally,
increased energy generation with natural gas also reduced CO concentrations because of lower carbon monoxide emissions from natural
gas combustion (EIA, 1999).

4.5. Economy and air pollution

Over the past decade, mitigation strategies were implemented at
both the federal and state levels in the United States (US) to reduce SO2
and NOx emissions from light- and heavy-duty vehicles and electric
power generation. During this period, the US experienced one of the
worst ﬁnancial/economic crisis of the last century followed by a recession period. The combined eﬀects of the mitigation strategies and
the recession led to an overall decrease in PM2.5 and primary gaseous
pollutants concentrations across New York State ultimately resulting in
relatively homogeneous spatial distributions for PM2.5 and SO2. Ozone
presented diﬀerent seasonal patterns. Summer months showed decreases in ozone concentrations, mostly in the central and north part of
the state while ozone increased during winter and spring leading to a
less spatial variability. The reduction of NOx emissions contributed to

5. Conclusions

The ambient pollutant concentrations respond to emission changes,
which in turn are driven by economic activity and emissions control
regulations. Emission inventories represent a useful tool to understand
the main changes in air pollutants emissions, but emissions are usually
estimated on annual average basis. Conversely, some economic indicators are available at monthly scale potentially providing better insights on the economic impacts on air pollutants trends. Thus, the effects of economic changes on air pollution was evaluated by using some
economic indicators as proxies for speciﬁc economic sectors. Ozone was
not included in this analysis because it is a secondary pollutant. For
each pollutant at each site, a multilinear regression model was
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the reduction of ozone formation during summer, but it did not reduce
the spring maxima. NOx reductions likely led to increases in autumn
and winter ozone concentrations. The shift from coal to natural gas in
electricity generation was the major driver of changes in pollutants
concentrations across New York State. In the Buﬀalo area, one of the
most industrialized areas of the state, changes in industrial production
also aﬀected PM2.5 and SO2 concentrations. NOx concentrations were
also related to variations in gasoline prices. Thus, both mitigation
strategies and economic factors can signiﬁcantly aﬀect air pollutant
concentrations and trends in concentrations and emissions over time.
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