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IIPOAOTIKO THMEIQOMA

To Apxatodoyiko Epyo Kprjtng eivatl mAéov Beopiog. 'Evag Beopiog, o ortoiog
otig onuepiveg eSalpetikd duokodeg Kkat avti§oeg ouvOrkeg €xel ) duvapn
va dnpoupyel eAnideg kat poodokieg. H eviunwotlakr) avdnon tou apidpou
TRV CUPHETEXOVIOV OtV Tpitn ouvavinon to 2013 1o arodeikvuel nEépa anod
KaOe apeifolia.

O peydAog apibpog 1@V avakovmoe®V (rieptocotepeg arnd 120) mpoxkaleoe
Vvéeg avaykeg, aAdd Kal MPokAnoelg, Kuping enedr) n dnpooievuon twv duo
AoV TOp®V Tou AEK 3 €ytve e TIoAU Atydtepa owkovopikda péoa. Ot ouy-
ypagpeig £de1§av ouvénela Katl uropovr), 6Aot 6ocot ouveéPalav otnv £¢kdoon
agooinon, ermpovn Kat avtanapvnor). Toug euxaptotoupe 6Aoug Beppd.

IMa v ermtuxr) oAoKAT)pwon g £€kdoong Kaboplotikr) urr)pde 1 cUPBOoAT)
g ouvadeédgou NikoAettag ITuppou, 1 oroia eixe petaly dAAev enopiobet
T0 XpPOVoBOpo £pyo TG EIMKOWVOVIAG PE TOUG OUYYPAQEIG KAl TOV OUVIOVL-
opo og O0Ad ta otdadla Tou OTNOoipatog TG EVIUTG HOPPIG T®V ITPAKTIKAV.
Xapig v moAUTIUn gPIelpia g KAl TOV XPOVO IOU a@lep®oe tirota dev Oa
eixe oAorAnpwOel eykaipwg. I'ia 6Aa autd v guxaplotoupe anod Kapdag.
Beppég euxapiotieg opeidoupe kat otn ouvadedgo [etpouda BapbaAitou yua
Vv aong euoeng urnootr)pidn Kat ) for|bsia rmou pag rnapeixe, Kabwg Kat
otov Kwotr) Wuxoyuld, untietbuvo yia 1) @A0AOYIKT) ermipéAdeta Kat ) oeAdido-
oinon, Kuping yla v avioxn kat eueAifia, aAdd KAt yia ) OUVEIEld IToU
eneder§e otn Hrapkr) paxn pe 1g npobeopieg.

Katd myv ermpédeta tov mpakukev kKatafAndnke mpoondbeia va urtdapset
EKTOG TOV AAA@V KAl OXETIKI] opolopop@ia oty opoAoyia, Kabmg Kat otn
Xp1101 @LA0AOYIKGV KAl 0pBoypapikeOVv KAvOVeV, 0TOX0og 0 ortoiog Sev erte-
1eUx0n tedeiwg. Ilpokepevou wotooo va dnpootoroinBouv eykalpa ta arto-
TeAéopata TRV IPOOEATOV APXAL0AOYIK®OV EPEUVAV, adia otny oroia dAAwote
otpiletat o Beopog tou Apxatodoyikou Epyou Kpring, erudéape va nipoxe-
priooupe X@Pig AAAn KaBUOTEPNOT) OtV EKTUTIOOT], ATTOOEXONEVEG TIG EKPPA-
Opéveg 61a@QOPOITOOEIS TOV OUYYPAPEDV O {NTHPAtd EMOTNHOAOYIKA (A.X.
ovopaoia reptdd®Vv) 1) Kat PA0AOYIKA.

Texvikol katl rpaktikoi Adyotl odrjynoav otnv arno@aocr) ol AVAKOIWROOELS
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ITPoAOTIKO ZHMEIOMA

To k60TOG yla T PA0AOYIKI] EMMPEAEIT KAl TOV TUIOYPAPIKO 0Xedlaopod
TV §U0 TOPOV, KaO®G KAl yida v eKTUN®on tou A’ topou, avédafe to Yrioup-
yeio IToAttiopou, eve To KOOTOG yla TNV eKTUN®OOT) tou B' topou n ®1docogikr)
Zx0Ar) tou [Taveruotpiou Kpring pe xpnuatodotnon amno to KAnpodotnpa
Iodvvag Zeakilavdakn, Xapn ot Otk €101yNnon) g KOOUTopog, Kadnyn-
tplag Aoukiag ABavaodkn, kat g Emitponrg Exdoocewv tng PAoco@ikig
XxoAng. Exppaloupe kat and auvtr) ) B¢on 11g Oeppég euxaptotieg pag, 10t
X®PIG TNV 01KOVOLIKT) UItootr)pisn tov dUo @opemv dev Ba eixe otabet duvatn
1 €k8001 TOV MPAKTIKOV.

KAeivoupe pe v euxr) n té€taptn ouvavinon ya 1o Apxatodoyiko Epyo
otnv Kprnn va yivel kato and euvoikotepeg OUVONKeG, KUPI®G yla TOUG VEOUG
apxaloAdyoug, apXITEKTOVEG KAl OUVINPITEG, Ol OIT0i0l, OUXVA TTAE0V Ot Kabe-
OT®OG UIoaraoXoAnong Kat avepyiag, ugiotavial Imo £viova Ti§ OUVETIELEG TG
Kplong, aAAd Kat yla Toug o OP1oug, 01 0IToiot Hev €XoUV ArtoAEoet v Opedn
yla épeuva Kat dnpioupyia Kat, mave art’ 6Ad, TV adydar) yid TG apXatot)Teg.

Ot eTUPEANTPIES TOV MTPAKTIKMOV

ITavAiva Kapavaotaon Avaoctaocia TQykouvakn Xptotiva Totyeovakn

P£Oupvo, NogufBpog 2015
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The years 2011-2013 have marked a turning point in the archaeological
activities of the Universities of Catania and Venice. In 2012 the program of
investigations and soundings in Ayia Triada, started in 1977 under the direc-
tion of Vincenzo La Rosa, has been completed. In fact, after a series of excava-
tion campaigns lasting from 1977 to 1999, minor soundings have been carried
on in the years 2006-2012, together with the complete survey of the area and
the digitization of the whole plan of the site, with the aim of a complete publi-
cation of the site.

Since 2013 a new project has started in Phaistos, lead by Filippo Carinci
(University of Venice) and Pietro Militello (University of Catania). The project
“Around the Palace: central authority and outlying areas”, aims at understand-
ing the relation between central building and outlying areas in Phaistos in the
Palatial periods. In this way, it fills a gap in the existing studies, concentrating
either on the palace (e.g. Carinci 2006; Carinci 2011; Militello 2012) or on the
houses (e.g. Caloi 2013), with little attention paid to the reconstruction of the
role of areas (courts, roads, ritual areas) and “houses” in the neighbourhood
of the court centred building. In 2013, while the University of Venice concen-
trated on the southern areas, the University of Catania (international course in
archaeology) focused on the North-Eastern Complex (Vani 101-104, XLI-XLIV).

1. The conclusion of the works in Ayia Triada: 2011-2012

The goal of a publication including all the excavations in Ayia Triada has
suggested to carry on only minor soundings in the last year. The 2011 cam-
paign has concerned the area to the South of the so called “Casa a Nord-Ovest
del c.d. Bastione” (Houses to the NW of the Bastion), in order to complete an
investigation started in 2006 (La Rosa 2006). The 2012 campaign, instead, has
re-examined the “Casa del Lebete” (House of the Cauldron), in order to com-
plete the project started in 2009 in the nearby “Casa delle sfere fittili” (House
of the Loomweights) (La Rosa 2009).

The most interesting result of 2011 is represented by the identification, to
the West of the so-called “Bastione”, of a new MM II large dwelling group, whose
existence was until now suggested only by the Trivani (three-rooms house) to
the North of the Villa. The MM II urban structure was organized according to,
at least, three terraces. The occupation phases do not stop with the seismic
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Fig. 1: Ayia Triada 2011. Area to the North West Fig. 2: Ayia Triada 2012. Room 9 and Shrine E,
of the Villa, from the North. from the West.

event of 1700 b.C., but present an immediate response to it, corresponding to
the Phase of the shrines in Phaistos (final MM IIB).

The campaign has also allowed a better phasing of the “Casa a Nord-Ovest
del c.d. Bastione” (fig. 1). A working hypothesis has been put forward, to date
them to MM IIIA, due to their immediate overlying final MM IIB layers, and
their alignment with other MM IIIA building of the site. The houses could have
been abandoned after the earthquake of the end of MM IIIA.

The 2012 campaign in the “Casa del Lebete” has given new data especially
for the trapezoidal room number 9 of the house, at the western end of the
building (fig. 2). The main results can be summarized as follows:

* The construction of the house can be fixed thanks to its been linked
with the great urban refurbishing of the site with the construction of
the “Muraglione a denti” (indented wall), and of huge foundations of
loose stones for the building of new houses. The material from that
fillings gives a terminus ad quem at the beginning of LM IB.

* The house, burnt down by a fire in LM IB final, knew many phases.
Rooms 7 and 8 were added in a second moment, and room 9 was added
later.

*  The facing of the southern wall of corridor 1 and a refurbishing of the
same corridor should attest a partial reoccupation of the house after
the destruction of the Villa (post-Villam).

* As far as Room 9 is concerned, it knew two phases. The earliest struc-
ture belongs to the “Casa del Lebete” and dates to LM IB. It has a
strange plan trapezoidal plan, and a three level plastered floor. Its func-
tion remains still unknown. Halbherr suggested it was a storeroom for
foodstuff.

e In its final phase, dating to LM IIIA1, the room was refurbished with
a facing of small blocks. The correspondence between its plan and
the nearby (but chronologically subsequent) Shrine E, which partially
destroyed its south west corner, is surprising. In this period Room 9
could be more an open air precinct, than a roofed space.
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¢ Not much later the new trapezoidal structure E was built. Its dimen-
sions were twice Room 9, and its walls were thicker. Its east wall lays
over the western wall of Room 7. The structure has been interpreted as

a shrine, built in LM IIIA1 and abandoned at the beginning of LM IIIA2.

e The similarity in plan and the proximity of Room 8 and Shrine E, and
its overlapping with Room 9 and Room 7, have lead us to suppose
that Shrine E was functionally the follower of the last phase of use of
Room 9. This should be, as a consequence, considered as an Ur-Shrine.
(tVincenzo La Rosa)

2. Phaistos. University of Catania excavations 2012-2013. The North
Eastern Complex

The North-Eastern Complex (fig. 3), already excavated by Pernier at the
beginning of the 20th century (Pernier 1935, 353-375, with preceding biblio-
graphy), was made by four groups of rooms, called “vani”, considered to be
dated to both the Protopalatial and Neopalatial periods, and therefore labelled
with both Roman numbers (used for Protopalatial rooms) and Arabic num-
bers (used for Neopalatial rooms). In Vano XL-101, and precisely in its room 8,
the famous Phaistos Disk was found together with tablet PH 1 (Militello 2002,
71). The “Vano” was therefore identified as an archive. The whole complex has
recently been re-examined by Carinci & La Rosa (2009) and Girella (2010), who
precised respectively the relative and absolute dating, and proposed a sequence
of construction starting from the West to the East, from mature MM IIIA to
LM IB. They did not tackle, however, with a functional analysis of the whole
quarter, which has been carried on, instead, by Baldi (2012a; 2012b). Baldi
proposed a slightly different phasing. In the first phase only rooms 101 and 102
(first phase) existed, the first being an industrial installation for the processing
of liquids, finding its comparisons with Zakros, Room XX of the Palace and
Room 5 of House I. In the second phase Room 101 was abandoned, Room 102
received its final shape, and Rooms 103 and 104 were added. Room 102 was
now a pillar crypt for ritual performances, Room 103 was a hypostyle building
as in Malia (Room IX, 1-20) and Zakros (Room XXVIII), with a Banquet hall in
the first floor and kitchen in the ground floor; finally, Room 103 was the pantry
serving the Hall. In the first phase, a lustral basin was perhaps built in Room
102, while only some minor modifications were added in Rooms 102 and 103.

Baldi’s hypotheses, however, were based on a survey of the today visible
ruines, and many details were not clear due to contemporary layers of earth.
Therefore, the University of Catania undertook in summer 2013 a cleaning of
the area. Work focused mainly on Vano XL-101 (Building of the Disk), made by
11 small rooms. Rooms 101-10/11 to the south resulted to be part of the later
(Greek) house, while Room 101-9, resulted to be a working unroofed area, with
a plastered basin. Being already excavated, its chronology could not be deter-
mined, but it was built after a preceding MM IB working area, to the North of
a MM IB Protopalatial facing wall made partly by huge blocks partly by a cut
in the slope, and reaching the area of the later Northern Quarter of the Palace.
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Festos 2013

Fig. 3 : Phaistos 2013. North-Eastern Complex. Plan with phasing
(yellow: MM [IB/IIIA; blue: MM 1lIA; red: Greek period).

The true Vano 101 was, therefore, constituted only by an eastern and
northern wing, with a central “court” obtained through the cutting of the slope.
The cleaning of Room 101-1, only excavated in its western part, and of the
neighbouring area in the layers already excavated by Pernier allowed a more
precise survey of the so-called Kaselles and revealed that they were provided
with a fine white plaster on the floor, and with a system of drainage confirming
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Fig. 4 : Phaistos 2013. North-Eastern Complex. Fig. 5: Phaistos 2013. North-Eastern Complex.
Linear A Tablet. Fallen blocks from the MM I1B/IIIA building

(from the North).

Baldi’s hypothesis of them being used for the processing of liquids. The Per-
nier’s filling of Room 101-1 included almost exclusively MM III pottery, clearly
coming from the same area (according to the way of acting of Pernier). Among
this material a linear A tablet was found (fig. 4), which is the second adminis-
trative document from Vano 101 (with PH 1) and the third from MM III palace
(with PH 3, Militello 2002). These data could confirm our former hypothesis
that the processing of liquids was linked with textile production (Militello 2014)
and put under the control of the palace.

Moreover, the remains of a preceding building have been detected, charac-
terized by a different alignment and by the use of large, undressed stones. It
was reused by the Vano 101, and it caused many of the irregularities in the
plan of Vano 101. This previous building was destroyed by an earthquake
which caused the displacing of some walls and the collapse of some blocks,
still in situ (fig. 5). Its foundations went inside layers of pottery debris and
animal bones, dated to EM III/MM IA.

The sequence of the area seems to be as follows (fig. 6).

1) In EM III/MM IA the area was used as a dump for (feasting?) activities
performed on the top of the hill (see Todaro 2012).

2) In MM IB the slope is reshaped through the cutting of the upper part of
it and the partial facing by large blocks, probably delimitating the “palatial”
area from the outside area. Immediately to the North of the wall an artisanal
installation was built in Vano 101-9 (I phase).

3) Between MM II and early MM III a large building was built, perhaps as
an enlarged version of the industrial workshop. It extended also in the area of
Room 102, and was destroyed by an earthquake.

4) In mature MM IIIA the Vano 101 was built, whose life was very short. In
the same period, the retaining wall for the still to be built Quartiere Nord was
constructed.
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Fig. 6 : Phaistos 2013. Area of the Grotto M. Plan with phasing.

Minor work carried on in Rooms 101-3 and 4 revealed that the northern wall
is in fact a long drainage system for the clearing of the “kitchen” of Room 103.

3. Phaistos — Area South of Court LXX: Between Protopalatial and
Early Iron Age, University of Venice Activity in 2013

In order to clarify some issues and create the conditions for closer and more
systematic exploration of the area to the South and South West of the Palace
of Phaistos, it was decided to carry out a thorough cleaning (fig. 7) in the area
that includes, among other things, the south western sector of the so-called
Geometric Village, including several rooms and even outdoors, retrieved by
Levi during the excavation campaigns of 1956, 1957 and 1958 (Levi 1957-58,
255-283; Levi 1961-62, 377-378; Levi 1976, 421-447, 449-456, tav. AA).

Other important investigations in areas immediately adjacent have been
carried out more recently by V. La Rosa (La Rosa 2005).

A noticeable fact in the whole area is the absence of traces related to the
Neopalatial period and also to the later phases of the Bronze Age. This part of
the hill was occupied again only at the beginning of the Iron Age. The bound-
ary of the so-called “Cave M” was just profiled and the area south east of it,
referred to as “area N” or “Conca N”, was cleaned very carefully.

The latter should match the original entrance for access to the Cave M,
obstructed by a collapse, of which some parts are made visible. The west-
ern side, corresponding to the area of the collapse, and probably the original
entrance, was blocked with a drywall, the upper part of which is still visible.
The “Cave M” to be placed in MM IIB period, was restored, after the collapse of
the natural rock ceiling, with a drywall construction, and maybe a built roof.
It probably went out of use until the end of the period, perhaps coinciding
with the partial destruction of the South East wing of the Palace. Not being
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F13
8147

Fig. 7 : Phaistos 2013. Area of the Grotto M. Fig. 8 : Phaistos 2013. Area of the Grotto M.
From the North-East. MMII carinated cup.

able to proceed with the removal of the filling done by Levi at the end of his
excavations, we tried to clarify the relationship of this cavity with adjacent
Protopalatial structures, partly compromised by the construction of several
buildings and, maybe, a paved ramp, all dating to the Early Iron Age.

In fact, “Cave M” is located along the southern limit of Court LXX, the lowest
of the three outer Courts on the west side of the Palatial building. The cleaning
in the area L, northeast of “Cave M”, brought to light the remains of a drainage
channel, which has been cleaned up and contained MM IIB sherds (fig. 8).
The channel was in connection with a thick wall, later concealed by a coating
masonry, probably of the Geometric period.

A cleaning of the upper part of the inner structure that emerged just to the
north of the coating in relation to the surviving slabs of the pavement of Court
LXX, appeared as part of a terrace wall, probably built to support the paved
platform of Court LXX, and sharply cut off to the west by the excavation done
in the Geometric period for the construction, at a lower level, of Room R3. The
few fragments recovered can be dated between EM III and MM IA periods, and
since they are associated with some MM IB fragments, the ceramic facies well
suited to the laying of the paving, which coincides with the foundation of the
Palatial building.

On the basis of data collected by Doro Levi “Cave M”, placed on the outside
of the terrace wall of Court LXX, and at a lower level, would probably be a
modest cult place. It was located on the access path to Court LXX, a meeting
point for those who attained the area of the Palace from the South (cf. Militello
2012, 255-256) and in close proximity to a major house, also dated to the
Protopalatial period, built immediately to the South of the Palace (Militello
2012, 245).

A general survey of the area shows interesting elements, possibly connected
to a large paved ramp of the Geometric period. The Ramp, of which a ter-
race wall on the south side is preserved, had obliterated “Cave M” and the
surrounding area to join the space in front of the Geometric Room R3 and
Room G, a building for craft activities, including a potter’s kiln, installed close
to the south side of the ruins of the Minoan palace.
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A review of the levels will confirm this hypothesis, which finds some sup-
port in old photographs of the Levi’s excavations, where several slabs appear,
that can be appropriate to a paved area, which appears to have been removed
during Levi’s excavations. A more precise measurement of the structures was
started, to make up for the gaps in the plans published by Levi, highlighting
many elements, neglected by the former digger. In particular, the remains of
the paved ramp and several collapses recorded as wall structures.

The field work has allowed us to date more precisely some walls (fig. 6) and
to re-examine some problems regarding the two main periods of occupation of
the area.
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