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This textbook is an introduction to the phenomena and processes of 
language change and variation in the English language in the past as 
today. The volume describes how English varies in geographical as well 
as in occupational/disciplinary settings; the aim is to provide students, 
who study English as a foreign language in mainstream courses in 
Italian Universities, the basic notions to better understand to what 
extent English differs according to the geographical and/or the domain-
specific context. The textbook is for students with an intermediate/
advanced level of English (b2/c1 level of the cefr). Practice activities, 
already tested during lessons, complete each chapter and can be used 
during classes as well as for individual study. 

Daniela Cesiri holds a PhD in English Language and Linguistics. She is 
currently Senior Lecturer in the Department of Comparative Linguistic 
and Cultural Studies at “Ca’ Foscari” University of Venice (Italy), where 
she teaches Applied English Linguistics, English for Specific Purposes 
(esp) and Varieties of English in undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses. Her research interests focus on applied linguistics, pragmatics, 
the use of corpora for discourse analysis, metaphors in esp and the 
study of esp in different settings, domains and genres.
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