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ECO-01: Insights on the foraging ecology of the Mediterranean monk seal 
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The Mediterranean monk seal is a critically endangered marine mammal species whose 
habitat and behaviour are in great part still unknown in the Mediterranean. In this study we 
present some insights about the foraging of this predator.  

Scat samples from north Adriatic (Istria-Croatia, n=4) and south Tyrrhenian (Sicily-Italy, 
n=4) seas were collected and analyzed for dietary investigations. In all samples, only fish 
bones and scales were recovered. Most of the prey items (36%) consist on Sparidae fish, 
where saddled seabream and surmullet were the most common identified prey. Other remains 
were only possible to classify as Perciformes due to the digestion degree of the bones. 
Although the study was carried out with limited sample size, we underline the importance of 
this information for an endangered mammal such as the Mediterranean monk seal, and the 
use of scats for the first time for this species. 
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