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Abstract Among the newly published bamboo manuscripts from the Shanghai Museum cache,
Heng xian 184G represents one of the most interesting and precious texts. Li Ling Z=%, author of
the first critical edition of the Heng xian, refers to a set of 13 strips as the text entitled Heng xian
according to the characters written on the back of strip no. 3. Like many of the recently excavated
texts from the Warring States period (453-221 B.C.), there is no record of the Heng xian in early
Chinese literary sources. One of the text's most astonishing peculiarity is that it provides a cos-
mogonical theory about the spontaneous generation of all things unknown before. The aim of the
present paper is to provide a paleographical investigation on %, a key word within the cosmologi-
cal narrative of the Heng xian.
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