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Mapmaking and Cartography
as Philosophical Matters:

An Introduction

Francesco Ragazzi
Universita Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Italia; Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

This issue of the Journal for the Philosophy of Language, Mind and the
Arts perhaps stems from what might be an excess of presentism. It
originates, that is, from the consideration of several unrelated events
or processes, all of which occurred after the beginning of this cen-
tury, that have to do with a renewed relevance of cartography and
its expressive forms.

By the end of the twentieth century, we seemed to have grown ac-
customed to a world whose mappable surface was, on the whole, sta-
ble and perhaps even exhausted, but at this moment the horizon we
are moving towards appears more uncertain. The active war fronts
in Ukraine and Russia, and between Israel and Palestine, as well as
the potential for conflict on European soil, or between the USA and
China, and the significant Chinese influence on the African conti-
nent, all foreshadow a disruption of global borders unprecedented
since the end of the Cold War.

If we indulge in increasingly less science-fiction fantasies, we can
imagine that the new race for interplanetary missions, also promot-
ed by private companies like SpaceX, Virgin Galactic, or Blue Ori-
gin, will not only expand the realm of mappability but also its styles
and techniques.* The same can be said about metaverses and virtu-
al worlds, which promise to become new realms for human life and
interactions.

1 See for instance Nass et al. 2011, Dunnett et al. 2017; about the placemaking pro-
cess regarding planets other than Earth, Messeri 2016; for a stellar maps history, see
Kanas 2012.




Semestral journal
Department of Philosophy and Cultural Heritage

§*““‘”V”% Universita
“Ss " Ca'Foscari
3

“ongo L Venezia




	The Art of Mapping 
Between Land and Mind
	7Mapmaking and Cartography as Philosophical Matters:
An Introduction
	Francesco Ragazzi

	19Semiotics After Geontopower
	Some Preliminary Thoughts
	Elizabeth Povinelli


	39Maps and the Epistemic Risks of Visual Representation
	Quill Kukla

	61How Much Geography 
in Kant’s Critical Project?
	Marco Costantini

	77Ryle’s Conceptual Cartography
	A Brief Introduction
	Julia Tanney


	93Mappers, Mapmakers, 
and Cartographers and Where to Find Them in Contemporary Art (a Modest Proposal)
	Marcello Tanca

	117Dáiddakárta
	Cartography in Contemporary Art Practices
	Elin Haugdal


	145Mapping a Blank Spot 
and Making Empty Spaces
	Geographic and Cartographic Ontology in Italian Topographic Mapping of the Southern Libyan Desert in the 1930s
	Zsolt G. Török


	173Territorial Images of Yorùbáland
	Cartographic Styles 
and Symbolic Representation 
in the Mid‑Nineteenth Century
	Babatunde Ogundiwin


	191The Strait and the Sea
	Unsettling Scores
	Tarek Elhaik


	213The World as Allegory 
in Cartography
	Symbolic and Allegorical Reference Systems in the Aesthetics of Digital Cartography
	Philipp Tschochohei


	231A View From Above
	Vertical Perspective in the Age 
of Total Images
	Domenico Quaranta


	255Mural and Landscape 
Painting Revisited
	The Art of Mapping 
the Digital Technosphere
	Christian Keller


	273The Evergrowing Map
	A Fluid Account on Cartography
	Paolo Bosca


	291Biston Betularia Carbonaria
	Repopulating Maps 
with Climate Monsters
	Antonio Ianniello


	1	Introduction
	2	Animals Are Talking
	3	Affects of Mental Attribution
	4	Aspirations of Biosemiotics
	5	Semiotics Against Geontopower
	1	Introduction: Value-Laden Maps
	2	Maps and Epistemic Risk
	3	Three Types of Representational Risk
	4	There Are No Safe Maps
	1	Introduction 
	2	Was Kant Really a Geographer of Human Reason?
	3	Mapping the Idea Through the Schema
	4	Seeing So As Not To schwärmen
	1	Conceptual Cartography
	2	The Problem With Traditional Conceptual Analysis
	3	Systematic Ambiguity
	4	Category Mistakes
	5	Conceptual Analysis vs Conceptual Cartography
	6	Some Examples
	7	Conclusion
	1	Introduction
	2	Mappers, Mapmakers, Cartographers in Art
	3	The Artist-Mapmaker and the Map as Medium
	4	The Artist-Mapper and the Map as Image
	5	The Artist-Cartographer and the Map as Abstraction
	6	Conclusion
	1	Sápmi
	2	Mapping as Worlding
	3	The Sámi Atlas – Ourselves in the World
	4	The Drum’s Time
	5	Meahcci, Mapping and Memory Work
	6	Kiss from the Border – Decolonial Interventions
	7	Slow Cartography – Healing Land
	8	Guided by Dáiddakárta 
	1	Introduction: Cartographic and Geographic Ontology
	2	Expanding Borders: “Libia Italiana”
	3	Modern Cartography: A Myth of Accurate Representation
	4	Geographic and Cartographic Ontology
	5	International Borders in the Sand
	6	Desert: Object or Field
	7	Navigating the Seas of Sand 
	8	Early Explorers of the Libyan Desert
	9	Camels and Automobiles 
	10	Italian Military Sketches from Kufra
	11	Topographic Maps with White Spaces
	12	“Cartography as Science and Art”
	13	Conclusions and Outlook
	1	Introduction
	2	Territorial Space: Cartographic Styles and Symbolic Representation
	3	The Maps of Yorùbáland
	4	Maps: Territorial Politics and Representational Practices
	5	Conclusion
	1	Prelude: Map-Territory Resonances
	2	Hetero-Ethologics
	3	Stretto Fuga
	1	Introduction
	2	The Presence of the World
	3	The Appearance and the Essential
	4	Representation as a System
	5	Cognition and Truth
	6	Reproduction and Distraction
	7	Cartography and the digital world
	1	Introduction
	2	Vertical Perspective as a New Scopic Regime
	3	Between Photography and Mapping: Total Images
	4	Conclusions
	1	When is a Cloud a Cloud?
	2	Digital Clouds Everywhere
	3	Cloudy Thinking, or: Staying with the Trouble of Unrepresentability
	4	Romantic Landscape Painting Revisited
	5	Renaissance Mural Painting Revisited
	6	Reconnaissance
	1	Art, Cartography, and Climate Change
	2	Monsters and Borders
	3	Monstrous Education of Attention
	4	Globes, Maps, and Zombies
	5	Biston Betularia Carbonaria: Experimenting with an Unorthodox Philosophy to ‘Summon’ Climate Monsters
	6	Globalgothic: All Roads are the Same
	Pagina vuota

