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 Mapmaking and Cartography 
as Philosophical Matters: 
An Introduction
 Francesco Ragazzi
Università Ca’ Foscari Venezia, Italia; Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, France

 This issue of the Journal for the Philosophy of Language, Mind and the 
Arts perhaps stems from what might be an excess of  presentism. It 
originates, that is, from the consideration of several unrelated events 
or processes, all of which occurred after the beginning of this cen-
tury, that have to do with a renewed relevance of cartography and 
its expressive forms.

By the end of the twentieth century, we seemed to have grown ac-
customed to a world whose mappable surface was, on the whole, sta-
ble and perhaps even exhausted, but at this moment the horizon we 
are moving towards appears more uncertain. The active war fronts 
in Ukraine and Russia, and between Israel and Palestine, as well as 
WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�FRQೱLFW�RQ�(XURSHDQ�VRLO��RU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�86$�DQG�
&KLQD��DQG�WKH�VLJQLFDQW�&KLQHVH�LQೱXHQFH�RQ�WKH�$IULFDQ�FRQWL-
nent, all foreshadow a disruption of global borders unprecedented 
since the end of the Cold War. 
,I�ZH�LQGXOJH�LQ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�OHVV�VFLHQFH�FWLRQ�IDQWDVLHV��ZH�FDQ�

imagine that the new race for interplanetary missions, also promot-
HG�E\�SULYDWH�FRPSDQLHV�OLNH�6SDFH;��9LUJLQ�*DODFWLF��RU�%OXH�2UL-
gin, will not only expand the realm of mappability but also its styles 
and techniques.1 The same can be said about metaverses and virtu-
al worlds, which promise to become new realms for human life and 
interactions.

1 6HH�IRU�LQVWDQFH�1DVV�HW�DO��������'XQQHWW�HW�DO��������DERXW�WKH�SODFHPDNLQJ�SUR-
FHVV�UHJDUGLQJ�SODQHWV�RWKHU�WKDQ�(DUWK��0HVVHUL�������IRU�D�VWHOODU�PDSV�KLVWRU\��VHH�
.DQDV�����. 
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