Fondazione 1563 per | Arte e la Cultura is an operating founda-
tion, which, as an instrumental entity of the Fondazione Com-
pagnia di San Paolo, carries out research and higher education
activities in the humanities sphere and creates cultural prod-
ucts. It preserves and enhances the Historical Archives of the
Compagnia di San Paolo.

The Turin Humanities Programme (THP) is a research and ad-
vanced training programme of Fondazione 1563. It promotes
the value of the Humanities and the study of the history of
ideas, culture, and society. THP is an interdisciplinary laborato-
ry that explores the legacies of the past and the value of histori-
cal studies for thinking critically about the present.

Recent historiography often portrays the Enlightenment as the intellectual source
of modern evils and projects contemporary biases on Enlightenment thinkers. Dis-
cussions on the legacy of the Enlightenment have ended up being subsumed within
the study and exploration of Western imperialism, colonial domination, capital-
ism, inequalities, and racism. For its part, this volume aims to offer an alternative
perspective on the legacy of the Enlightenment. It does so by shedding light on
the new language of rights, constitutionalism, and equality shaped by the Enlight-
enment and by exploring its legacies, transformations, and reinterpretations in the
nineteenth century. The Enlightenment promoted a cultural revolution and a new
humanism associated with the invention of the language of the rights of man and
the idea of the equality of humanity. The essays collected in this volume retrace
some aspects of the intellectual legacy of this revolution by looking at how En-
lightenment authors and texts inf luenced debates on the safeguarding of individual
rights, written constitutionalism, inequalities and the remnants of feudalism, ideas
of development, the equality of men and women, European colonialism, and the
oppression of indigenous people. The volume also explores the impact of the ideas
of rights and humanity brought on by the Enlightenment by looking at the new
ethical and social role acquired by art and music.
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