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THEME AND CONTEXT

Maria Luna Nobile

ABOUT EURAU
European Research in Architecture and Urbanism

EURAU's main concern is to establish these meetings as a forum
for debate and discussion of contemporary discourses in
Architecture and Urbanism.

The French Ministry of Culture initiated EURAU in 2004. Since
then, a series of international editions have taken place with the
participation of hundreds of passionate and enthusiastic
researchers from around the world, today reaching the Nordic
countries. The series organised by different Schools of
Architecture are around the following themes:

EURAU 2004 Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’Architecture de
Marseille "On Doctoral Research”

EURAU 2005 FEcole Nationale Supérieure d’Architecture et
Paysage de Lille "Large Scale"

EURAU 2006 Association des Instituts Supérieurs Brussels-
Liége-Mons (IESA) "Cultural Heritage"

EURAU 2008 Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura de la
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid "Cultural Landscape"

EURAU 2010 Universita degli Studi di Napoli Federico II
"Venustas / Architettura / Mercato / Democrazia"

EURAU 2012 Faculdade de Arquitectura da Universidade do
Porto "Public Space and Contemporary City"

EURAU 2014 Istanbul Technical University "Composite Cities"

EURAU 2016 Ion Mincu University of Architecture and Urban
Planning in Bucharest "In Between Scales"

EURAU 2018 Alicante University “RETROACTIVE



RESEARCH: Architecture’s capacity to challenge and extend the
limits of other disciplines”

EURAU 2020/21 Birmingham University “Multiple identities
reflection on European cities”

EURAU 2024 Politecnico di Milano "In presence / Body and
Space”

EURAU 2026 Umeé School of Architecture, Umeé University
“LATITUDES”

ABOUT UMA Umeé School of Architecture

The EURAU26 LATITUDES symposium will take place at
Umea School of Architecture, (UMA) Umeé University. Our
department hosts researchers and educators from different
latitudes around the world. Shaped by its climate situated only
400km south of the Arctic Circle in Vésterbotten county, Umea
is located in southern Sapmi. In its third cycle of
industrialisation, coined the green transition, Umed is
embedded in a quickly transforming forest landscape, while
being strongly connected to its indigenous culture and
tradition. Umea is a city in continuous transformation, in which
the University plays a pivotal role. The city is known
internationally for being a laboratory for hardcore punk music
and as one of the European Capitals of Culture in 2014.

The research environment at Umeé School of Architecture is
structured in four main thematic areas: Architectural Design;
History, Theory and Critical Studies; Landscape and
Urbanism; and Building Construction, Materiality and
Computational Design. Our research groups address multiple
perspectives in relation to these four thematic areas: Swedish
Housing Standards, Designing the Contemporary City,
Infrastructures of Care, Designing Cycles at 64°, Architecture
and Wood, Making Architecture Politically, Intersectional
Ecologies, and Digital Materials. The education at Umea
School of Architecture is organised in studios conceived as
experimental laboratories of ideas that intersect with the



research groups and define lines of action in relation to
contemporary questions of our discipline.

UMA'’s research groups and studios contribute at different levels
to the international, national and local debate in the field of
architecture through active collaborations, both with other
departments at Umeé University and with external institutions,
organisations, and researchers at local, national and international
levels, with implications for policy, practice, and society at large.
Our PhD Programme in Architecture acts as a third level of
education, adding to the architectural programme and master’s in
architecture and urban design. UMA aims to educate architectural
scholars on specific areas of research at the intersections of
architecture, urbanism, landscape, and technology from both a
theoretical and practical perspective within diverse cultural, social,
and political contexts.

The notion of LATITUDES is the main theme for the 12th edition
of the EURAU 26 Symposium, hosted for the first time in the
Nordics, in continuity with a tradition initiated in 2004 by Farid
Ameziane as a platform for PhD schools in the field of
architecture. The EURAU26 symposium will open a conversation
between researchers across different latitudes on how themes are
addressed in relation to situated contexts and critically reflect on
the possibilities of this exchange.

We are delighted to welcome you to Umed University’s Arts
Campus, which is our laboratory for practice, research and
education. A part of the Faculty of Technology and Sciences,
UMA is located alongside the Umea Academy of Fine Arts, UID
Umed Design Institute and Bildmuseet, the university’s
contemporary art museum. The UMA building, designed by
Henning Larsen with White Architects, is conceived as an open
space where students, academic staff, administration and
technicians constantly collaborate. Enabling and supporting
collaborations across disciplines, departments and faculties,
UmArts is Umed University’s research centre for Architecture,
Design and the Arts. The centre creates an exciting
interdisciplinary research environment in the visual arts,
architecture, design, and creative educational studies.
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LATITUDES

Maria Luna Nobile

ABOUT THE THEME

Lines of latitude, also called parallels, are imaginary lines that
measure and divide the Earth. They are an invention, an
instrumental tool to define our location in relation to space and
time. Therefore, the notion of LATITUDE/S relates to the
awareness of our relationship — as architects - with a specific
context in a specific situated moment.

"Using instruments already made famous by ancient
astronomers, one measures the height of a celestial
body above the horizon, calculates the distance from
the zenith, and—knowing its declination—because
zenith distance plus or minus declination yields
latitude, one can instantly determine which parallel
one is on, that is, how far north or south one is from
a known point."”

"Seems straightforward."

"Within a child’s grasp..."

In The Island of the Day Before (1994), Umberto Eco examines
the method of determining latitude through the reflections and
dialogues of the novel’s protagonist, using astronomical
instruments. This discussion, attributed to Colbert, highlights
the relative simplicity of measuring latitude, as a relatively
simple procedure, whereas longitude - that determines the
notion of the day-before - remained “a mystery,” notoriously
difficult to resolve. Eco employs this contrast to explore deeper
questions about knowledge, perception, and the authority of
science - a conceptual framework that is one of the starting
points for the thematic line of the EURAU26 LATITUDES
symposium.



This conceptual framework is a human construct, designed to
establish precise measurements and relationships among
places, contexts, and peoples, and to situate the Earth in
relation to other celestial bodies, foremost among them the
Sun. It is on the basis of this construction, through cartography
and other relational frameworks, that architectural research has
historically grounded its methods and inquiries. The notion of
parallel as a line that determines multiple latitudes is a concept
that reflects the peculiar conditions of the place where the
EURAU26 symposium will take place.

“For those who inhabit it, the North is home. It is
neither remote, isolated, nor distant; it stands as the
center of one’s own world, the primary point of
observation. To me, the arbitrariness of the 60th
parallel is precisely its strength, making it an ideal
[framework for exploring the North. The parallel is
neither a line of strict measurement nor a rigid
boundary between places. It does not seek to define;
instead, it enables the coexistence of multiple Norths,
acknowledging the diversity of experiences,
landscapes, and perspectives that shape this
region.”

It is the clear image given by Malachy Tallack in its book Sixty
Degrees North: Around the World in Search of Home (2016).
In specific the zone between the 60° N and the north pole has
something specific in relation to the way territories could be
considered as part of the same region, in relation to climatic
conditions and to some specific relations among its human and
non-human inhabitants, for example in relation to migration
and movement of indigenous populations (Tallack, 2016). The
Sapmi territories are an example, close to our specific
condition and location. These conditions are changing
gradually, getting closer to the Equator, where the distances
have also had an impact on how cultures have evolved due to
movements of people and cultures. It is also relevant to
underline how the 60° S latitude encircles the Earth entirely



over ocean, not encountering any land, marking the northern
boundary of the Southern Ocean and the Antarctic System. In
this sense, architects are asked to relate to the context, learning
and experimenting, facing specific climatic circumstances and
situations of the environment, and this is even more important
nowadays in relation to the current challenges due to climate
change. This also entangles the concept of the nomadic as a
subject, we — as architects, researchers, educators — navigate
between cultures, traditions and environmental conditions,
understanding the notion of context as relational rather than
fixed and flat (Bradotti, 2013).

Our relation — as architects - to the concept of latitude consists in
considering the observer as their own instrument of observation,
in analogy with the ethnographic notion of exploring the “other-
than-self” as the foundation for self-knowledge, and therefore as
the starting point of any possible exploration (Coccia, 2021).
Clearly, it is necessary to learn to know oneself. It is only by
engaging with other cultures that one discovers something about
oneself (Lévi-Strauss, 1973). Thus, the concept explored by
EURAU26 LATITUDES, secks to connect research in
architecture with our own positioning as researchers in relation to
other disciplinary traditions, contexts, places, and practices. In this
sense, what becomes crucial is not only the relation to the point of
view - for example, in Europe, the Mediterranean Basin and the
Nordic-Baltic countries rely on entirely different references, as
well as recurring themes of investigation - but also the encounter
between networks of researchers, educators, and schools of
architecture involved. This is even more relevant when looking at
Northern and Southern latitudes crossing different situations.

Considering the current condition of urgency of the world we are
living in, this call also underlines the need to go beyond the
European border and open a dialogue between Norther and
Southern latitudes. EURAU26 sets itself the goal of providing a
necessary moment for broadening the outlook on architectural
research in relation to its context.

Research in Architecture can be conceived as a situated practice,
linking to the tradition of studies, cultures, climatic and contextual



conditions. EURAU26 LATITUDES aims at investigating the
field of architecture as a research discipline across cultures,
territories and places. The concepts of knowledge, movements and
descriptions — embedded in the architectural discipline — relates to
the notion of understanding latitudes in term of openness and
movement (Ingold, 2011). The notion of latitude is artificial, it is
an invention of one specific cultural perspective, as well as the
notion of global often compared to the concept of local. In
contemporary philosophy, the concept of the “planetary” has been
introduced as an alternative to “the global”, considered as static,
flat and Eurocentric. There is an astronomical “planetarity” and a
political-philosophical “planetarity”, and while they are different,
they should both inspire correspondence and mutual
reinforcement. The conclusion is that planets can think through the
life they evolve, not that thinking landed on our planet. (Bratton,
2024). From a “new materialist perspective”, cities are living
assemblages, composed of humans, materials, non-human life,
and infrastructures interacting dynamically, which requires
architecture to account for these active relationships embracing
agency as an act of responsibility (Braidotti, 2013). Therefore, we
would like with this Symposium to offer the possibility to change
the perspective by turning the globe upside-down, to break the
lines, redraw new cartographies and embrace diversity.

When thinking about ourselves as researchers situated in a specific
location and bridging in many cases traditions of studies and
previous experiences related to a specific context, it is evident that
there is a gap in the way we could learn from other latitudes,
context/s and situations.

Concepts should not arise from the perspective of a single
individual, but from the many viewpoints that emerge from
multiple people, cultures, and even nations. What truly matters is
that knowledge is born from plurality. Only then will we know
how far we wish to go. This idea, defined by the notion of “cosmic
diplomacy” (Latour, 2012), seeks to understand the ways in which
we are part of an emerging world, in order to outline a shared path
for acting within the cosmos—through an ecological vision
capable of holding together all living beings and the natural
environment to which they belong (Kohn, 2013).



The concept of situation is no longer tied simply to the idea of
ground. It is not to be understood as in the traditional definition of
“regional” in relation to local practices (Frampton, 1965), but as
in the metaphor of ground or forest, also mentioned by Kohn: a
living environment composed of bio-species, yet at the same time
polluted, modified, occupied, shaped by climate change and
political and regulated logics. Ground thus emerges as a highly
dynamic condition—both real and virtual—continuously
transformed by drifting cultures and by a sense of openness and
freedom (Otero Verzier, 2019).

This reflection also applies to cities - artificial environments par
excellence. A city is not just architecture plus dwellers; it is
perhaps the longest continuous process that humans have created.
What future would make the past worth it? Taking this new
existential condition seriously demands a radically different sort
of philosophy (Bratton, 24). It is in these distinctions among
cultures, political frameworks, current emergent conditions, and in
the ability of understanding the many layers cities are composed
of, that we invite the authors to participate to the debate.

The Symposium wants to challenge the notion of architecture as a
situated practice, looking beyond the traditional understanding of
context as territory and embracing an open vision towards the
future possibilities where the notion of context is not static
anymore but dynamic, open, real and virtual, but still enrooted in
the specificity of a precise, measured intervention. It is in relation
to this intercultural and interdisciplinary plurality that
EURAU26 LATITUDES positions itself as a platform for
exchange, understanding, dialogue, and the advancement of
knowledge within the field. What tools, methods, instruments,
frameworks, can other realities, including close disciplines and
knowledges offer to architecture?

Emphasizing the importance of understanding architectural
research as a practice situated across multiple contexts, disciplines,
and cultural viewpoints and by acknowledging these relational
frameworks, EURAU26 LATITUDES encourage a research
approach that is rigorous in measurement yet attentive to the
diversity of perspectives that shape the world we inhabit.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND LANDSCAPE PRACTICES

COMPLEX GEOGRAPHIES
Representations, Imaginaries and Definitions.

Visualizing contested geographies. The Polar Silk Road in
contemporary art practices. Elena Mazzi

Mapping the Water’s Territory. The Hydro-Geological Matrix as a
Support of Territorialization in the Iberian Northwest. Hugo
Costa, Carla Garrido de Oliveira, Filipa Guerreiro

Climatic Languages and an Ontological Scale Shift. From Territory to
the Critical Zone. Pablo Matias Michatek

Imaginary Constructions, Precautionary Tales: Latitude and the
Production of Climatic Knowledge in Architectural Representation.
Dogu Tuba

Constructing the Landscape through Environmental Humanities. An
overview. Corinna Guerra

FACING THE CLIMATE CHANGE AND OTHER
CHALLENGES

Propositions

The Fragile Condition. Facing climate crisis by co-designing futures.
Alessandro Casolare, Marica Castigliano

Toward a Non-Extractive Approach. Architecture, Climate, and
Practices of Coexistence. Maria Pone

The affordances of vacancy. Urban voids, environmental legislation and
land-based commons in post-crisis Greece. Sophia Vyzoviti, Fabiano
Micocci, Aspassia Kouzoupi

Porosity as Territorial Justice Across Latitudes of Migration and
Ecological Risk

Reimagining the Aspres settlement through socio-ecological
infrastructures and spatial justice frameworks. Thanos Stergiou

Adaptive reuse as situated architectural research across
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Mercati Generali, Turin . Nooshin Rezaei, Amir Abbas Mansoori Mehr
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Architecture Beyond the Human
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Imaginaries of the Family House. Berivan Giizel, Bihter Almag

702



The Un-situated Home. Angela Kyriacou Petrou

Proximate Extremes. A critical cartography of displacement and climate
resilience in transboundary regions. Patricia, Reis, Bruna Kiihn, Hugo,
Costa, Marta, Ferreira

Caring, Carrying, Culturing. Otherworlds. Leena Samin Nagqvi,
Sangram Shirke

LANDSCAPES IN TRANSITION
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Climate, and Modem Intervention. Oya Yesim
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Latitude beyond borders. Teresa Clara Martinez Lopez.
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Landscape through Brera Botanical Garden. frem Siitcii, Buket Samanct

Trellis. Reversible Architectures for Museum Exhibitions. Laura Sireci

Engendering practices in productive landscapes. Situated design
experiments in the mussel farming extractive ecology of Phlegracan
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Fields. Francesco Casalbordino, Marianna Ascolese
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Kapicioglu, Fatma Kolsal
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Climate Culture: Multisensory climate-active urban installations as
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Francesco, Casalbordino, Sabrina Sacco

Situated Urban Histories and Environmental Wellbeing across Five
Neighborhoods in Milan. Pilar Maria Guerrieri

ATLAS OF AFTERMATHS
Living Infrastructures and Regenerative Landscapes

Slag and smoke. Transforming materialities as architectural legacies in
an extraction landscape. Anna Lundvall
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regeneration. Alejandro Haiek Coll, Rebecca Rudolph
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Fig.1 Coloured aquatint, The Costume of Y orkshire 'Alum works' / George Walker,
1814. Engr. By R. Havell after G. Walker, pub. April 1, 1814 by Robinson & Son,
Leeds, Pl. 32 Science Museum Group Collection CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 Licence
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Constructing the Landscape through
Environmental Humanities. An overview

Corinna, Guerra, Universita Telematica Pegaso,
Naples, Italy and Laboratoire EST, Paris-
Saclay University, France.
corinna.guerra@unipegaso.it,

40°85°18°" N, 14°26°81"" E

The landscape has been studied by composing the gaze of the
scientists, who are attentive to the naturalistic environment, and
that of the humanists, who have dealt with the study from its
aesthetic fruition. One wonders whether, on a planet where human
beings are only 0.01% of the biomass, but they could modify the
climate, we should not rather speak of a landscape constructed by
a co-evolution of human beings and the biogeophysical
environment: one of the themes to be brought back to the
interdisciplinary framework of the Environmental Humanities.

When we think about how to represent the landscape, we tend to
erase from it the signs of the passage of human beings: in fact, the
representation of the landscape is configured as a cultural and
artistic construction. In the contemporary debate, the concepts of
"landscape" and "natural environment" tend to overlap and in the
humanities and social sciences, the landscape is often addressed
through aesthetic philosophy, which considers it mostly as an
object of aesthetic fruition. However, since the 2000s, a new field
of research known as Environmental Humanities has emerged. It
is a set of disciplines that have in common the characteristic of
applying a humanistic approach to environmental issues. This new
grouping stems from the observation that the traditional
humanities are too anthropocentric to face the challenges of
environmental management and conservation. This includes, for
example, literary ecocriticism and the philosophy of the
environment, which have contributed to the development of a new
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sensibility, which recognizes the interdependence between human
societies and the biogeophysical environment. The landscape and
its modification are among the most evident effects of this
relationship.  Environmental Humanities, moreover, are
characterized by a strong interdisciplinarity: the landscape is seen
as a complex system of elements, relationships and meanings,
without a clear distinction between objects of study of the human
sciences and the natural sciences. In fact, the paper aims to outline
an overview of how the concept of landscape can be constructed
with an environmental humanities approach, i.e. through a post-
anthropocentric approach.

To fully understand where environmental humanities are located,
just think that geography studies the relationship between human
beings and physical traits of the territory; Geohistory adds the
analysis of the historical evolution of this relationship. When non-
human beings are also taken into account, we enter the domain of
environmental human sciences, which certify the interdependence
of all components of the environment.

A practical example of this interdependence are the so-called
"Interrupted landscapes": after catastrophic natural events, such as
earthquakes, the reconstruction of the environment also implies
the social and cultural reconstruction of the space, otherwise the
inhabited space loses its function as a social space. Italian regions
and cities are then the product of the historical interaction between
geophysical forces and social and economic resources. The book
"A Rugged Nation: Mountains and the Making of Modern Italy"
by Marco Armiero highlights how the Alps have played a
fundamental role in defining the Italian nation, showing how
natural elements have a weight in human and social history.

The landscape is thus defined as a phenomenology of the
relationship between human civilization and nature: it is not a
static scenography, but something changeable and singular. Post-
natural disaster reconstructions, such as in volcanic landscapes,
are emblematic case studies to reflect on the interaction,
dependence and manipulation of the environment by humans. The
landscape, as pointed out by Augustin Berque, is a cultural
construction and the most obvious example is the countryside
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landscape. It is often used to represent the emblem of the natural
landscape, while it is actually the result of millennia of highly
impactful human agricultural activity.

And then what is really a natural environment?

To try to answer this, take the case of the Venetian lagoon, a
symbol of the need to preserve the environment threatened by
rising average sea levels. However, Venice, an "artificial" city par
excellence, has always depended on water, a natural element that
has favored its development but also represents a threat. The
history of the lagoon shows a close alliance between humans and
non-humans, also evidenced by administrative practices such as
questionnaires to fishermen to monitor the effects of
environmental alterations that the government of the Republic of
Venice used as early as the 17th century.

Lagoons like volcanic landscapes show the total interdependence
between the components of the environment: natural elements can
be a resource and a threat at the same time, and the coexistence
between man and nature is made up of continuous modification
and mutual adaptation.

The concept of the Anthropocene, proposed by Crutzen and
Stoermer, has become central to reinterpreting the landscape as a
result of human action on Earth. The Anthropocene indicates the
era in which man has irreversibly modified the bio-geo-chemical
cycles of the planet, but its definition is the subject of debate, while
the underlying idea was already in circulation in the 19th century
when Antonio Stoppani spoke of the "Anthropozoic Era". The
debate in Environmental Humanities focuses on who is really
responsible for the Anthropocene: is it correct to speak of
humanity as an undifferentiated subject, or should we distinguish
between different communities and human activities? For this
reason, alternatives to the term Anthropocene have been proposed.

The landscape can be read as irrefutable proof of human action on
the planet. It is not only necessary to look for traces of the use of
fossil fuels: the Yorkshire promontory, for example, was shaped
by alum extraction technologies, an activity that began in the 17th
century. The alum, produced with processes that imitated nature,
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shows how the landscape is the result of a reciprocal modification
between nature and human activity. The different temporalities —
that of human production, that of nature and that of intermediate
effects — are intertwined and visible in the changes of the
landscape.

The landscape is the object of study indifferently of natural
sciences, physics, history, etc., because it involves us both
internally and materially, so it is peculiar to architects’ job. Hence
the proposal of the philosopher and historian of science Bensaude-
Vincent to use the expression "temps-paysage", useful for the
recognition of the plurality of temporalities that converge to shape
the landscape in its material and immaterial complexity.
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