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AVANT-PROPOS / FOREWORD

Cette publication est la somme d’articles rédigés par les intervenants du colloque européen 
« Un patrimoine pour l’avenir, une science pour le patrimoine », organisé dans le cadre de la 
Présidence française du Conseil de l’Union européenne les 15 et 16 mars 2022 à Paris. 

Les différentes contributions se veulent le reflet des présentations qui ont été données dans 
le cadre des sessions plénières et des tables rondes durant deux jours. Elles présentent les 
travaux menés par des doctorants et des chercheurs, mais aussi les initiatives portées par 
différents acteurs qui contribuent à la préservation, la valorisation et la transmission du pa-
trimoine culturel. 

Ces actes comprennent également une série d’articles, plus courts, publiés sur le site internet 
du colloque afin d’explorer les quatre grands thèmes proposés. Ces articles, présentés dans 
une section distincte, n’ont cependant pas fait l’objet de présentations lors de l’événement. 

Les articles sont proposés en français ou en anglais, et reflètent la diversité des sujets qui ani-
ment aujourd’hui le domaine des sciences du patrimoine en France et en Europe. L’ensemble 
des présentations du colloque est également disponible sur la chaîne YouTube du Heritage 
Research Hub. 

Cet événement a été financé par l’Union européenne. Les vues et opinions exprimées dans 
le cadre du colloque et dans les actes ne reflètent pas nécessairement celles de l’Union 
européenne et de la Commission européenne. L’Union européenne et la Commission euro-
péenne ne peuvent en être tenues responsables. Par ailleurs, s’il n’a pas été organisé par le 
Gouvernement français, il est cependant autorisé par celui-ci à utiliser l’emblème de la pré-
sidence française du Conseil de l’Union européenne.

This publication is the sum of articles written by the speakers of the European symposium 
‘Heritage for the Future, Science for Heritage’, organised in the framework of the French 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union on 15 and 16 March 2022 in Paris. 

The various contributions reflect the presentations that were given during the plenary ses-
sions and round tables over two days. They present the work carried out by PhD students 
and researchers but also the initiatives undertaken by various actors who contribute to the 
preservation, valorisation, and transmission of cultural heritage. 
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These proceedings also include a series of shorter articles published on the symposium web-
site to explore the four main themes proposed. These articles, presented in a separate sec-
tion, were not, however, the subject of presentations at the event. 

The articles are available in French or English and reflect the diversity of topics currently 
being discussed in the field of heritage science in France and Europe. All the presentations 
of the symposium are also available on the YouTube channel of the Heritage Research Hub.

This event was funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed in the frame-
work of this event and in the following proceedings do not necessarily reflect those of the 
European Union and the European Commission. The European Union nor the European 
Commission can be held responsible for them. Moreover, the symposium was not organised 
by the French Government. It was however authorised by the French Government to use the 
emblem of the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
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1Iuav University, Venice, Italy 

 

RRééssuumméé  

Si la gestion des sites classés au patrimoine mondial de l’Unesco est encadrée par la 

Convention de 1972, de nombreuses tentatives ont été développées pour permettre 

l'intégration des pratiques de gestion. Les réseaux de sites et les expériences de 

coordination territoriale jouent un rôle clé en ce sens, et fournissent des plateformes où 

les problèmes, les opportunités ainsi que les éventuels outils communs sont discutés. Le 

Conseil des sites du patrimoine mondial institué par la Vénétie est l'une de ces 

plateformes. Il rassemble les gestionnaires des neuf sites situés, au moins partiellement, 

sur son territoire. Depuis 2018, grâce à un accord entre l'administration régionale et 

l'Université Iuav de Venise, un groupe de recherche soutient les activités du Conseil. Cet 

article présente ses activités. 

 

MMoottss--ccllééss: sites du patrimoine mondial, région de Vénétie, gestion des sites, Unesco 

KKeeyywwoorrddss: World Heritage sites, Veneto region, sites management, UNESCO 
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While World Heritage sites’ management is framed at the global level by the 1972 

Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage 

and the following Operational Guidelines1, many attempts at mainstreaming 

management practices have been developed2. Site networks and territorial 

coordination experiments play a key role in that sense, by providing platforms where 

shared issues and opportunities, as well as possible common tools, are discussed.3 

The board of World Heritage sites instituted by the Veneto Region is one of those, 

gathering managers from all nine sites situated, at least partially, since they include 

three serial and/or transboundary sites in its territory4. Since 2018, through an 

agreement between the Regional administration and the Iuav University of Venice, a 

research group has been supporting the board’s activities. 
 

First, a survey of every single site’s management, as well as current issues, has been 

completed through the analysis of management plans and relevant documents as well 

as a series of interviews with public officials, experts, and observers from the civil 

society. 

 

In the second phase of this collaboration, currently underway, three key dimensions 

in which regional coordination of sites’ management can play a key role are being 

explored, with a view to promoting shared practices between sites’ management 

authorities and the Veneto Region. Those three dimensions, all related to 

competencies pertaining to the regional authority itself, among which heritage 

enhancement, tourism promotion as well as urban and strategic planning, are 

respectively sites’ monitoring, the articulation between their management plans and 

management systems (or governance), and their territories’ integrated development. 

 

Although monitoring is a key part of the World Heritage Centre’s tasks and is required 

from the sites’ managing authorities, effective monitoring practices are often lacking. 
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In Veneto, where much autonomy has been entrusted to local authorities in terms of 

planning, two recent regional acts have introduced more control over land 

consumption, which provides a significant indicator of spatial change within the sites’ 

environment. We are, therefore, inquiring into potential synergies between such 

requirements. 

 

After two decades of focus on World Heritage management plans, literature and 

experts’ attention is shifting somewhat towards management systems or 

governance5. The recent listing of the Prosecco Hills of Conegliano and 

Valdobbiadene, as well as Padua’s fourteenth-century fresco cycles, offers the 

opportunity to examine World Heritage sites’ governance arrangements in the 

making. 

 

Finally, whilst tourism promotion represents a strong driver for new applications, in 

contrast, tourist flows exert significant pressure on sites themselves and local 

communities. Drawing upon experience from sites belonging to other regional and/or 

national contexts and other UNESCO programmes, such as Man and the Biosphere 

reserves, the third and last focus will deal with the relationship between tourism and 

local development within World Heritage sites. 

 

A synthesis of all three focuses’ outcomes will be provided through a short document 

shared both with the board of sites and the Veneto Region’s officers, with the aim to 

further facilitate common understanding and collaboration between different 

professional practices and cultures. 

 
 

1 Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention, available at: 
https://whc.unesco.org/en/guidelines/ 
2 GALLAND, Pierre, LISITZIN, Katri, OUDAILLE-DIETHARDT, Anatole, YOUNG Christopher, World 
Heritage in Europe Today, Paris: UNESCO, 2016 
3 WACOGNE, Rémi, La gestione dei siti Unesco: stato dell’arte a livello europeo con riferimento alle 
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politiche e pratiche di pianificazione e programmazione, e alle tendenze di innovazione in atto. 
Rapporto di ricerca. Università IUAV di Venezia (unpublished) 
4 See its official web page: https://www.culturaveneto.it/it/patrimonio-mondiale-in-veneto 
5 See LUSIANI, Maria, FERRI, Paolo, ZAN, Luca, Making Sense of Site Management, in Makuvaza (ed.), 
Aspects of Management Planning for Cultural World Heritage Sites. Principles, Approaches and 
Practices, Singapore: Springer, 2018, pp. 227-240, and RIPP, Matthias, RODWELL, Dennis, 
Governance in UNESCO World Heritage Sites: Reframing the Role of Management Plans as a Tool to 
Improve Community Engagement, in ibid., pp. 241-253 
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