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Preface

by SaLan ELpiN MoHAMED AHMED

General Coordinator of
the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project

When my colleague and friend Vincent Rondot called me before
Christmas 2023 to ask if I would write the preface to these proceedings, we had
entered the ninth month of the war in Sudan that began on the morning of
15 April 2023. Along with my colleagues and friends, I found myself in a state of
shock at the destruction of our country’s infrastructure, the looting of property,
and the killing, rape and forced displacement of inhabitants, driven to various
regions in Sudan and abroad. Vincent’s call coincided with the war’s sudden
expansion hundreds of kilometres south of Khartoum. As archacologists we were
doubly grieved: by the loss of a country and its people and by the danger incurred
by the cultural heritage of this region of the Nile Valley — what could happen, or
has happened, to our museums in Khartoum, Nyala, El-Geneina and the city of
Wad Madani in Al Jazirah, and the devastation threatening our archaeological
sites throughout this territory so rich in remains.

In the midst of all of this fear, distress and frustration, our colleague Vincent’s
call provided a glimmer of hope at the end of the tunnel. It made me aware
that there were still friends working for the good of this country where they had
lived, mingling with its inhabitants and appreciating its history; and where they
had spent decades conducting excavations of archacological sites and research in
libraries and laboratories, in an effort to discover and preserve the heritage of this
part of the Nile Valley.

The focus on Sudan of the 14th International Conference for Nubian Studies
held in Paris in September 2018 brought together hundreds of specialists from
around the globe; and Sudan remains ever present in the minds of these friends,
whose love for this country is not swayed by the current bleak situation. This
conference was an extraordinary academic event. Let us note the remarkable pres-
ence of a large number of Sudanese researchers, made possible through generous
financial support from the Qatar Museums Authority, which has funded over
forty archacological missions in Sudan in recent years. The conference centred
on the work of the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project (QSAP), launched in the
winter of 2013-2014.
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Today, I am delighted to be writing the preface to the proceedings of this
conference, the fruit of a successful partnership between the Musée du Louvre
and Sorbonne Université. These proceedings, in two volumes, will be a tremen-
dous addition to the bibliography of Sudanese antiquities and history. We are
even more delighted that our Paris colleagues decided to publish this work in
volume XX of the journal Kush, which, since its first publication seventy years
ago, has been a precious heritage resource for the Sudanese National Corporation
for Antiquities and Museums. These two volumes, including contributions by
more than seventy specialists, represent a major scholarly achievement in the field
of Middle Nile Valley heritage, and will be accessible to hundreds of research-
ers and students. They encompass the results of multi-year efforts by dozens of
researchers, who undertook fieldwork, laboratory and office studies covering all
periods of Sudanese history, from Prehistory to the contemporary period; studies
on museum collections, the management of archaeological and cultural sites and
of heritage sites in general; and other additional specialised studies. This publica-
tion includes a list of references summarising the works of hundreds of researchers
spanning more than a century. We are deeply grateful to the International Society
for Nubian Studies, which, for more than half a century, has brought together
specialists from around the world to present their latest research on the antiquities
of this part of Africa to the global scientific community.

This achievement adds to the list of French contributions in Sudan, from
the travels of Linant de Bellefonds and Frédéric Cailliaud in the first quarter of
the 19th century, to the campaign to safeguard Nubian antiquities in the 1960s;
numerous Sudanese sites at Mirgissa, Batn-el-Haggar, Sai Island, Sedeinga,
Soleb and Kerma (with the Swiss mission), Kadruka and Gism Arba; and the
resettlement sites related to the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project
(2003-2009) at El-Multaqa, Berber, Wadi El-Makabrab, El-Hobagi, El-Hassa,
Muweis, Wad ben Naga, Soba, Al-Jerif East, Ariab in the Red Sea Hills, and
Kordofan. A number of French institutions will live on in the memory of Sudanese
archaeologists for their long-standing contributions to the discovery and preser-
vation of the country’s cultural heritage, and to training generations of Sudanese
archaeologists who have gone on to manage this heritage and teach in Sudanese
universities and institutes. These include the Lille and Sorbonne Universities, the
Louvre Museum, the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS),
the International Centre for Earthen Architecture (CRAterre) at Grenoble
University, the French National Institute for Preventive Archaeological Research
(INRAP), the French Institute for Oriental Archacology (IFAO), and lastly,
the French Section of the Sudan Antiquities Authority (SFDAS, also known
as French Unit). For over fifty five years, the SFDAS has been the only foreign
archacological institute permanently established in Sudan. Despite the war, its
work has not stopped: it continues to carry out its mission from Cairo, along-
side Sudanese antiquities authorities displaced to Egypt. The French Ministry
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of Foreign Affairs and its embassy in Khartoum have been a cornerstone of this
cooperation for decades.

We are confident that the current situation will not last, and that friends
from around the world will come together once more in a safe Sudan, to continue
to preserve the archaeological heritage of the Middle Nile Valley through major
projects such as the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project.
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This publication is the culmination of a commitment made in summer 2014
when, at the concluding session of the 13th International Conference for Nubian
Studies in Neuchatel, it was announced that the conference’s 14th edition would
be held in Paris in four years. A partnership between the Musée du Louvre
and the Sorbonne Université was sought from the outset for its organisation.
Additionally, the bilateral cooperation programme between Sudan and Qatar that
had been launched in 2008 was set to end after a decade, and the Qatar Museums
Authority accepted an agreement in principle to fund travel to France for a num-
ber of Sudanese colleagues. Thus, from 10 to 15 September 2018, researchers
from around the world gathered in central Paris at the Louvre Michel Laclotte
Auditorium, the Grand Amphithéitre of the Sorbonne and the lecture halls of the
Institur National d’Histoire de [’Art, for the first conference of this scale ever held
by our national museum. From the start, the idea of the conference was endorsed
and supported by Jean-Luc Martinez, consistent with the initiative put forth by
Henri Loyrette in 2006 for the Musée du Louvre to play an active role in inter-
national archacological and museum research in Sudan. This commitment has
taken two forms: firstly, the archacological excavations undertaken in the Meroe
region at Muweis (2007-2019) and, since 2020, at El-Hassa, twenty-five kilo-
metres south of the pyramids of Meroe; and secondly, training programmes in
Sudan and France for Sudanese museum personnel in the fields of collections care
and conservation. This scientific collaboration with the National Corporation for
Antiquities and Museums resulted in exceptional loans from the Sudan National
Museum in Khartoum for two exhibitions devoted to Sudan at the Louvre:
Méroé. Un empire sur le Nil, held in 2010 and Pharaon des Deux Terres. Lépopée
africaine des rois de Napara, held in 2022. Today, the Louvre is intent on uphold-
ing this commitment through a cooperation that is all the more important given
the sudden return of instability in recent times. It is vital at this time to support
our colleagues — in heritage departments, museums and universities — in order to
maintain the international quality of research on collections and archaeological
sites, to promote enhanced understanding of the history of the Middle Nile Valley
and in this way, to participate in the preservation of heritage. Featuring fifty-five
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contributions by more than sixty-five authors spanning from Prehistory to the
contemporary period, the proceedings of the 14th International Conference for
Nubian Studies in Paris are an exemplary representation of the Louvre’s mission
of international cooperation, and of the institution’s pride in always striving for
the universalisation of knowledge.

This publication would not have been possible without the support of our
institutions, colleagues, students and volunteers. The teams from the Musée
du Louvre, the Sorbonne and its Centre de recherches égyptologiques, the UMR
Orient et Méditerranée, and the Section frangaise de la Direction de antiquités du
Soudan, were of great help in the organisation of the conference and the prepa-
ration of these proceedings for publication. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all
involved in this undertaking. We are particularly grateful to the staff of Louvre’s
Département des Antiquités égyptiennes, whose involvement in 2018 was invalua-
ble, as was their moral support during the proceedings editorial process, so vital
to finalising this volume.

Salah Eldin Mohamed Ahmed, our interlocutor at the Qatar Museums
Authority, and the author of the preface, was one of the architects of the conference,
and the link enabling Sudanese museum and heritage service professionals to be
present at the Paris conference. Ibrahim Musa, Director-General of the National
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums, was consistently encouraging, despite
the circumstances, during the final stages leading up to the publication of these
proceedings, and throughout their preparation; Violaine Bouvet-Lanselle, Head
of the Publications at the Musée du Louvre, provided the unwavering support so
necessary to the publication of these proceedings. The Institur frangais darchéo-
logie orientale, as well as its printing house, which had produced volume XIX of
the journal Kush, responded very favourably to the proposal for the publication
of this XXth volume.
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RurriN G. R., The Bishop, the Eparch and the King, Old Nubian Texts
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Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology. University of Warsaw
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PorteRr B., Moss R. L. B., Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian
Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs and Paintings, 7 volumes, Oxford, 1927-1995.
PLOS Genetics (San Francisco). Online. Journals.plos.org

PLOS One (San Francisco, Cambridge). Online. Journals.plos.org
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of
America (Washington)

Palacogeography, Palaeoclimatology, Palacoecology (Amsterdam)
Probleme der Agyptologie (Leiden)

Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London B. Biological Sciences
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Quaternary International (Oxford)

Quaternary Science Reviews (Amsterdam)
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Rei Cretariae Romanae Fautorum Acta (Oxford)

Revue d'égyptologie. Société frangaise d’égyptologie (Paris)
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Routes de I'Orient (Paris)
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Lisbon, 2006.
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Egypt, vol. III. Coptic Period, London, 1922.
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. mus. London, 2006 = Sereico M., Past, Present and Future, An Overview of Ancient
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Museum, Wilbour Monographs 9, The Brooklyn Museum, New York, 1984.

mus. Paris, 1990 = ZisGLER C., BArBOTIN C., RUTscHOWscava M.-H., Le Louwvre: les
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Peck W. H., Knudsen S. E., Reich P. (eds.), Toledo, 2011.
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Collection, Stockholm, 2015.
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Sudan, vol. 11, The Catalogue, Wenig S. (ed.), Brooklyn, 1978.
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ex. Ancient Nubia, 1993 = O’CoNNOR D., Ancient Nubia. Egypts Rival in Africa,

Philadelphia, 1993.

. ex. Egypt’s Golden Age, 1982 = FrReeD R., Egypts Golden Age: The Art of Living in the
New Kingdom 1558-1085 BC. Catalogue of the Exhibition, Boston, 1982.

. ex. Egyptian Sculpture, 1960 = BorHMER B. v., DE MEULENAERE H., MuLLER H. W/,
Egyptian Sculpture of the Late Period, 700 B.C. to A.D. 100: The Brooklyn Museum
1960, Brooklyn, New York, 1960.

. ex. Excavating in Egypt, 2006 = Excavating in Egypt for 40 years: Waseda University
Expedition 1966-2006. A Special Exhibition of Japanese archaeological discoveries in
Egypt in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo, Yoshimura S. (ed.), Cairo, 2006.
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York, 1956.

ex. Gold Meroe, 1992 = Priese K.-H., Das Gold von Meroe, Mainz, 1992.

ex. Gold Meroe, 1993 = Priese K.-H., The Gold of Meroe, Mainz, 1993.
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pharaons, Bonnet C. (ed.), Geneva, 1990.

ex. Konigsstadt Naga, 2011 = Konigsstadt Naga: Grabungen in der Wiiste des Sudan/
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Wildung D. (eds.), Berlin, 2011.

ex. Méroé, 2010 = Méroé. Un empire sur le Nil, Baud M. (ed.), Paris, 2010.

ex. Nubie, 1994 = Nubie. Les cultures antiques du Soudan & travers les explorations et
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ex. Pharaonen-Dimmerung, 1990 = Pharaonen-Dimmerung. Wiedergeburt des Alten
Agyptm, Leclant J. (ed.), Strasbourg, 1990.
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ex. Pharaons noirs, 2007 = Pharaons noirs. Sur la piste des quarante jours, Bruwier M.-C. (ed.),
Mariemont, 2007.

ex. Servir les dieux d’Egypte, 2018 = Servir les dieux d’Egypte : Divines adoratrices, chan-
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ex. Soudan, 1997 = Soudan. Royaumes sur le Nil, Wildung D. (ed.), Paris, 1997.
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2021.

ex. Stadt in der Steppe, 1999 = WiLpuNG D., SCHOSKE S., Die Stadt in der Steppe,
Berlin, 1999.

ex. Sudan, 1996 = Sudan. Antike Konigreiche am Nil, Wildung D. (ed.), Munich,
1996.

ex. Sudan, 1997 = Sudan: Ancient Kingdoms of the Nile, Wildung D. (ed.), Paris, New
York, 1997.

ex. Sudan Treasures, 2004 = Sudan Ancient Treasures. An exhibition of recent discoveries
from the Sudan National Museum, Welsby D. A., Anderson J. R. (eds.), London,
2004.
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Natakamani Palace at Jebel Barkal

OIld information and news on B1500*

by EmanueLE M. CrampINt

During the 2016 and 2017 seasons, the focus of the Italian Archaeological
Mission in Sudan at Jebel Barkal, has been the monumental Palace of Natakamani
(B1500), whose structure represents the core of the whole Meroitic district of
Napata. The general plan and the architectural features of the palace are now clear
enough. Year by year our understanding of the complex has been enriched by new
data unearthed during the excavations in a new sector of the building, as well as
in an area already investigated. Thus, during these two seasons, and as a result of
the 2015 excavations, the Italian Mission has focused not only on the structure of
the palace, but also on new data, represented by evidence of a pre-palatial period
widely dispersed across the Meroitic sector of Napata.'

The discovery of architectural remains, most of them characterized by an
impressive monumental nature, forces us to write the history of this part of the
site anew; what we could state in the conclusion of this text represents a prelimi-
nary attempt to reconstruct the use of the area, with its complex stratification of
buildings and their uses.

" The Italian Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal, is supported by several insti-
tutions: the National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums, the Italian Ministero degli
Affari Esteri, the Universita Ca’ Foscari di Venezia and the Qatar—Sudan Archacological Project
(project number: QSAPA.34). The activity of the mission was presented in the Exhibition: 7/
Leone ¢ la Montagna. Scavi Italiani in Sudan (October 2019 — February 2020: Rome, Museo
di Scultura Antica Giovanni Barracco — Venice, University Ca’ Foscari, Ca’ Bottacin) with the
main financial support of the Qatar—Sudan Archaeological Project.

' This new data has already been announced at the Congress of Meroitic Studies, held
in Prague (C1aMPINI, SALVADOR, BAKOWSKA-CZERNER, The Meroitic Royal District ar Napata:
Perspectives in the Digging of the Italian Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal). For a new
update of the palace of Natakamani, and more generally, of the Meroitic royal city, Cat. ex. I/
Leone ¢ la Montagna, 2019.

423



EMANUELE M. CIAMPINI

A COOKING COMPOUND AND OTHER PRE-PALATIAL
EVIDENCE IN B1500

In the 2015 season, the investigations brought to light the first evidence of
pre-palatial structures. We were dealing with massive walls, built with the same
masonry and the same technique recognised in the architecture of the palace.” In
the following season (2016), the investigations moved along the western perime-
ter wall. The aim of the excavations was to reach the inner area of the monumental
western gate, where previous excavations had brought to light, in the debris of
the casemate foundations, several tokens and clay-sealings. Here, the building
structure is ruled by two large N/E-S/W mud brick walls, that enclosed a wide
casemate. This area, already present in the old plan of the palace, was supposed
to have been the foundation level of an open court; nevertheless, deeper digging
offered us some more information about its features and use. Indeed, just under

SEASON 2016/2017

Legend
~—— Limit campaign 2016

NOT EXCAVATED

Scale bar

oben__ B 5 s
i —
Fig. 1. Palace B1500, 2016 season: the kitchen compound, with the massive walls that
outline the casemate (A: south; B: north). © Italian Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel
Barkal-Martino Gottardo.

2 We can also note that the size of the bricks is perfectly coherent with the traditional
ones used in the palace B1500. Technical and architectural features let us suppose a little bit
carlier date of the pre-palatial foundation, maybe less than a couple of centuries, before the
Natakamani royal city.

424



NATAKAMANI PALACE AT JEBEL BARKAL

the ground level, excavations identified an area for cooking, probably connected
with the storage sector of the palace. The small structure, comprising an oven (see
below), is probably dated to a late phase of the palace, as testified by its founda-
tion levels, coherent with the casemate walls of the foundations (Fig. 1).

The empty interior of the room still preserves a layer of ash, which testifies to
the presence of fire. The evidence for cooking is given by a smaller compound,
directly added to the corner of the room. Here, a thin wall encompassed a narrow
space, where multiple hearths were located (Fig. 2). It consisted of three large,
upside down jars, with three other smaller pots in the interior, and some more
pots were added beside the main hearth. In close connection with this hearth
complex, the investigation found massive evidence of charcoal and ash mixed
with sand and furthermore, the surface of the pots show traces of fire. Despite this
clear evidence of use, the total lack of any animal bones or vegetal seeds mixed
with the remains of the fire (i.e. charcoal and ash) is noteworthy, and on the con-
trary, a massive presence of stone fragments probably belonging to millstones or
other similar tools.

The chronology of this cluster, comprising the open room and the three-fire
hearth, seems to be coeval with the palace. More precisely, the arrangement of
the area outlined by the casemate walls probably belonged to a second period

Fig. 2. Palace B1500, 2016 season: the three-fire hearth, view from south. © Italian
Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.
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SEASON 2016/2017
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Fig. 3. Palace B1500, 2016 season: the phase I, with the small walls under the foundations of the
kitchen compound. © Italian Archaeological Mission in Sudan—]Jebel Barkal-Martino Gottardo.

of the palace’s use, as confirmed, for instance, by the masonry of the hearth’s
walls, which were smaller and probably built in the inner area of the already
existing casemate. If this interpretation is correct, we can suppose at least two
main periods in the use of the palace, with a second one that could represent a
new arrangement of specific clusters of the palatial structure, such as the stor-
age of goods and cooking. We may be dealing with a service compound close
to the western entrance, clearly separated from it by means of the wall, built
in correspondence with the massive northern foundation of the casemate. The
same small wall of the aforementioned compound also defined the passage to the
inner part of the main western gate. In the same area, we recognised evidence
of the remains of another smaller structure, whose date is older than the palace
(phase I) (Fig. 3).® Its (very poor) masonry, does not fit with the monumen-
tal pre-palatial walls unearthed in the 2015 season, and may represent another
phase in the use of that area, before the development of the new plan of the
Natakamani architects (see below).

3 It is noteworthy the alignment of the small wall of this structure, marked as A-B in the
Fig. 3, which testifies to the coherence of this high probably smaller building, sealed by the later

foundations.
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Fig. 4. The pre-palatial row of jars, south of the kitchen compound. © Italian Archaeological
Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.

2 A%

The archaeological context of this small room with its three-fire hearth fits
with the interpretation of the palace of Natakamani as a temporary residential
place.* From this perspective, the Napatan—Meroitic palace should represent a
fundamental support in royal propaganda, being at the same time a place for offi-
cial ceremonies, as well as a seat for the presence of the king and his court. The use
of the room as a cooking compound, just south of the western gate, should testify
to a continuity of use in that area. Indeed, during the same season, and besides the
evidence of the cooking room, other interesting structures were brought to light.
Under the ground level of the cooking room, excavations unearthed a double row
of pots (Fig. 4), which seem to be partially coherent with the plan of the service
area. The typology and size of the pots are similar, with a maximum diameter of
about 30 cm. which means that we are probably dealing with a storage sector,
dated to the pre-palatial period. The date of these pots is probably the same as the
small wall of the phase I (see Fig. 3), and the lack of any evidence of fire might

4 'The function of the royal palaces in the main cities of the kingdom, at first Meroe and
Napata, has been stressed by MarLot, BIFAO 115, 2015, partic. 290-291; for a wider pres-
entation of the palaces in the Meroitic kingdom, see MAILLOT, Palais et grandes demeures, 2016.
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confirm their use for storage. However, a careful analysis of the archaeological
data led us to suppose a long history of use and organization of the area and of
the pots rows as well. Indeed, beside them, other similar pots were discovered in
other locations in the same small room and in other areas (see, for instance, the
pot found in the sounding undertaken north of the western gate).’ All these other
pots had a particular position, being left under the foundations of the casemates
of the palace, in correspondence with the northern wall, and under the founda-
tion of the small room as well (Fig. 5).

The use and the date of this storage installation is far from sure: with our
current knowledge, the information seems to connect it with the monumental
pre-palatial foundation, already identified under other parts of the platform foun-
dation. We should also note that the area retained a service function in the second
Natakamani period, when this cluster was reorganized for cooking. Coeval to
this last phase could be the transformation of a mud brick wall, aligned with the
southern wall of the casemate (Fig. 6): it might belong to the first plan of the
palace, later transformed into a new structure. Part of it was destroyed in order to
create a flat surface with an unknown use, perfectly covered with fragments of red
bricks, still clearly recognisable.

In conclusion, the information derived from the 2016 season testifies to at
least two phases of the palace, with the new organisation of a service cluster, rep-
resented by the cooking area. At the same time, this compound is located in an
area that was probably used for storage in the pre-palatial period.® We are dealing
with a particular connection between the use of the area before Natakamani, and
the foundation of the royal city, a connection which is still to be well defined and
studied, but that could represent a kind of architectural continuum.

THE FOUNDATIONS IN THE CENTRE OF THE PALACE

One of the most characteristic and impressive features of the Natakamani
palace in Napata is the monumental system represented by the northern entrance
court, the hypostyle hall and the peristyle court. The three structures have often

> 'This pot discovered during the season 2013 in the south-western area of the palace
platform and supposed at the first sight to have been part of a post-meroitic phase (CrampInI,
in Nubian Archaeology, 2018, 403-404 and fig. 18), might better belong to the same (or to a
similar) storage compound; this should testify to a wider pre-palatial storing area, reused in
the foundation of the building. In a long period programme, the mission should aim to plan a
sounding in some sectors of the platform, in order to outline the profile of other remains of this
older storing compound.

¢ We may wonder whether this coherence in using during the two phases (pre- and pala-
tial period) could depend on the natural feature of the sector, which could ensure the safety of
the storage structure.
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Fig. 5. Some pre-palatial
jars sealed in the kitchen
compound and in the
foundation of the palace
casemate. © Italian
Archacological Mission
in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.

Fig. 6. The double level
of foundations in wall
A of the casemate dug
in the 2017 season.

© Ttalian Archaeological
Mission in Sudan—Jebel
Barkal.

been analysed as example of a Meroitic interpretatio of some specific architectural
patterns, such as the Hellenistic model of the royal palace.” The history of its
study is entirely connected with the activity of the mission: indeed, the central
court was already visible on the ground during the first steps of the investigation.
In recent years, the central part of the palace has become a new focus for research.
The discovery of the pre-palatial structures under the foundation of the western
perimeter wall, and the necessity of investigation just at the south-west of the
peristyle, led us to plan an excavation in the area corresponding to the massive

perimeter wall of the central court.

7 C1aMPIN, in Nubian Archaeology, 2018, 405.
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SEASON 2017/2018 O
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Fig. 7. Palace B1500, 2017 season. © Italian Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal—
Martino Gottardo.

Fig. 8. The double level of the foundations in the casemate wall at north of the field 2017.
© Italian Archacological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.
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The new excavation was begun in the 2017 season, with a trench in the south-
western corner of the platform (Fig. 7). Here, the main feature is a couple of founda-
tion walls (A and B in the plan), connected to each other by a system of other walls,
creating the typical net structure of the casemate; their regular size, about 135 cm
wide, confirms the organic unity of the plan, also evident in the use of the traditional
building technique using vertical mud bricks. This typical Meroitic masonry can
alternate with the oblique foundations in the pre-palatial walls, found in the same
context. The foundations show a particular arrangement in the vertical mud brick
of wall A, which seems to have joined at least two different sections (Fig. 8): a first,
eastern section (Fig. 8, A), where the foundations are in a higher level, and a second,
western section (Fig. 8, B), just after the cut of the pre-palatial wall (see below), where
the foundations are in a deeper level. This architectural arrangement may testify to
the careful plan of the Meroitic architects, who built the foundations not in a flac
area, but rather on sloping ground. The original topographical context was marked
by a small hill, maybe a result of the pre-palatial structures that were removed during
the work for the royal city. This small hill corresponds with the central peristyle court,
whose foundations make us suppose a system of massive walls in order to ensure
stability to the structure. Indeed, as well as the double level in the foundation walls
of the casemate just mentioned, the investigation brought to light other pre-palatial
evidence used in strengthening the basement of the central platform.

The evidence for the pre-palatial foundations at the south-west of the peristyle
represent another result of the 2017 season. Right next to the central court, the
masonry preserves the evidence of a massive older structure, framed in the sys-
tem of the palace walls (Fig. 9, wall C). The foundation levels of the pre-palatial
walls are deeper than those of the palace, with the first layer of bricks in a vertical
or oblique position. The result of this pre-palatial and palatial plan is a unique
net of walls, with the aforementioned double-level foundations. Besides these
architectural features, the investigations revealed the regular cut of the pre-pa-
latial wall during the building of the palace (Fig. 10). This could mean that the
new walls had no direct connection with the old ones: thus, the sections of the
pre-palatial structures may not have been preserved as foundations, but rather as
reinforcement in the sloping side of the mound. If this suggestion is correct, we
are dealing with a refined architectural project for the palace, whose basement was
strengthened by means of the casemate system, as shown by the different levels of
the vertical layers of mud bricks, and with the use of the older structures as well.

According to this reconstruction, the plan of the great palace sealed an archi-
tectural situation, whose main features can also be recognised by means of the
archaeological investigation. The evidence of the walls under the foundation of
the western perimeter enclosure fits with the similar structures encapsulated in
the casemates just described, and which are only a part of a probably more com-
plex history. In the middle of the northern casemate, for instance, excavations
discovered a massive mud brick structure, which does not seem to have been
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Fig. 9. The profile of the pre-palatial wall (yellow lines) framed by the palatial walls. © Italian
Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.

Fig. 10. The cut in the joint of the pre- and palatial foundations. © Italian Archacological
Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.
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Fig. 11. The pre-palatial platform, encased by the casemate foundations. © Italian Archaeological
Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.

part of the pre-palatial wall system: it is an isolated element (something similar
to the small platforms, well known in the Natakamani architecture), built on at
least two small hearths in correspondence with its two corners at the western side
(Fig. 11), that resemble a sort of foundation. Its nature has not been defined, but
if its designation as a platform is correct, it could have played some ceremonial
role in the context of the pre-palatial organization of the area.

THE PALACE OF NATAKAMANI: AN ARCHITECTURAL PALIMPSEST

All the information derived from the previous seasons lead us to suppose
a careful work in planning the whole structure by the Meroitic architects. The
plan of the edifice clearly testifies to at least two different pre-palatial phases (see
above, the small structures in the kitchen compound, season 2016) and several
palatial periods of use. All of these data represent the relative chronology of the
buildings of the Natakamani royal city. This archaeological evidence suggests a
use of the area before, during and after the reign of Natakamani. Indeed, exca-
vation has recovered evidence of a constant presence on the site of scattered
people who irregularly dwelt in the remains of the royal city (hearths, post holes,
etc.), exploiting what survived of the ancient structures after the collapse of the
Meroitic kingdom.

433



EMANUELE M. CIAMPINI

OLD EXCAVATIONS AND NEW INFORMATION

In this part of the paper, I would like to report on some data that emerged
during the 2017 season, that provides an update in our comprehension of the
palace and a confirmation of the necessity of a new approach to the investiga-
tions. During that season, the mission made two surveys (Fig. 12): the first was
undertaken in correspondence with the northern facade of the palace, just east of
the “Lion Gate” (A), while the second investigated the north-western corner of

the peristyle (B).

The small platform joining the northern facade of the palace. On the northern
fagade of the palace, the excavations undertaken by Sergio Donadoni brought
to light a small platform with stairs, lying just west of the “Lion Gate” (Fig. 13).
The structure was supposed to have been a secondary access to the palace, close to
the monumental northern entrance. The new excavations posed several questions
concerning the use and the date of the platform: it consists in a square building,
with a narrower lateral ramp of stairs, open to the east. Absolutely remarkable is
the absence of the typical vertical mud brick foundations, while all the structure
was built with red bricks, in part removed from older buildings, as proved by
some plaster covering on some of them.

The original interpretation of the platform as a secondary entrance, proposed
by Donadoni, is now difficult to accept. The lack of any evidence for an entrance
in the perimeter wall of the northern facade, despite the severe destruction of it,
and also the new platform discovered in front of the western entrance (2012 sea-
son), make us suppose a different use. This platform and its staircase seem to have
been built after the decoration of the fagade, and could belong to a second phase
of the palace, even though all the platforms of the four monumental gates were
added after the complete decoration of the building. Probably, this small structure
was part of the ceremonial arrangement of the northern facade, being the most
representative part of the building open to a kind of dromos. The arrangement of
this wide area is confirmed by the presence of a monumental pavillion (B3200),
just north-east of the “Lion Gate”. If this interpretation is correct, we could sup-
pose that the platform was used as a ceremonial place for the royal appearance,
connected with the decorative programme of the monumental entrance, ruled by
the presence of lions.

The sondage in the north-western corner of the peristyle. A second noteworthy
result of the same season has been a small excavation in the north-western corner
of the central court. This part of the palace represents the core of the edifice,
joining the several clusters that formed the architectural unity of the building.
The new sondage aimed to confirm the setting of the foundations in the area of
the peristyle, but its result was more significant. Indeed, the excavation brought
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Fig. 12. The two soundings in the
palace of Natakamani, 2017 season.
© Italian Archaeological Mission in
Sudan—Jebel Barkal.

Fig. 13. The platform built in relation
to the northern fagade of the palace.
© Italian Archaeological Mission in
Sudan—Jebel Barkal.
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to light a massive foundation wall (Fig. 14), which represents a new element in
the plan of the court. This wall was not seen during the previous investigations,
and its position lets us suppose a foundation joint between the eastern and west-
ern side of the court: the new plan stresses the compact foundation net of the
peristyle court. The reason for this architectural system obviously depends on the
necessity of strengthening the central part of the palace, built at the top of a small
hill. Tt means that we must approach the peristyle’s architectural structure from a
new perspective (Fig. 15). The east-west orientation of the colonnade foundation
(Fig. 15, A, marked in red), is probably the same as that which is found in the
southern part of the court (Fig. 15, B, marked in blue), and denotes a careful
structure of the masonry. This new perspective must also involve other areas of
the palace, namely the hypostyle hall and the open court, just north of the peri-
style. In this sector of the building the mission is planning new surveys in order
to complete the plan of the central part of the palace.

IN QUEST OF DATING

The chronology of the palace and of the pre-palatial structures in the area of
the excavations is a crucial issue for the Italian Mission. The unique epigraphic
information concerning the owner of the palace consists in the stela, now kept
in the museum of Karima, mentioning the queen Amanitore and the prince
Arikankharor, while the royal name Natakamani which was at the top of the
inscription, has now disappeared.® At the end of the 2017 season, some organic
samples were exported and processed by the Poznan Radiocarbon Laboratory.
The results of this analysis confirmed the general dating proposed for the reign
of Natakamani, with the time span 1* century BC-1* century AD, with a higher
probability of the later date (two of the three processed samples). The chrono-
logical data derived by the analysis fits perfectly with the Meroitic cultural trend,
represented by the coeval royal city at Napata. We are dealing with a productive
period, during which the Meroitic mind flourished, creating that “eclectic style”
marking the reign of Natakamani.’

8 First edition of the text: TIRADRITTI, VicOr 8, 1992; for the chronology of Natakamani
and his family, now dated to the 1* century AD, see FHN III, 1998, 896-907; on the royal
couple Natakamani and Amanitore, and the relationship with the other members of the family,
see RiLvry, in Hist. civil. Soudan, 2017, 270-274.

? In a broader perspective, the style of the royal city of Natakamani in Napata fully
corresponds with the concept of “Meroitisation”; the contributions that have sedimented over
time, from the Pharaonic to the Kushite period, are enriched with a strong southern imprint,
a reflection of State decorum with several Mediterranean and Hellenistic contributions: YELLIN,

in 7he Oxford Handbook of Ancient Nubia, 2021.
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Fig. 14. The new wall in the foundations of the colonnade of the peristyle. © Italian
Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal-Silvia Callegher.
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Fig. 15. Hypothetical reconstruction of the foundations of the peristyle colonnade. © Italian
Archaeological Mission in Sudan—Jebel Barkal.
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