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Mount Chikiani Obsidian Sources (Lesser Caucasus, Georgia)
ISMEO/Ca’ Foscari/lvane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University,
dir. Paolo Biagi, Vakhtang Licheli

Surveys along the slopes of Mount Chikiani and the mountains that surround Lake Para-
vani were conducted during the last week of July and the first week of August 2025. Their
scope was to improve our knowledge of the distribution and circulation of obsidian artefacts
in the region, which were extracted from the Mount Chikiani open quarries. Our interest was
centred in the area of the Paravani Pass, also known as Chikiani (Tiklatashi) Pass. It is located
at 2170 m a.s.l., 200 m North-West of the menhir locally known as Tikma-Dash, which marks
the Northernmost distribution limit of the Bronze Age obsidian quarrying area. Some 200 m
North-East of the aforementioned pass, an important group of kurgans was mapped and pho-
tographed from the air using a non-professional drone. It consists of at least fourteen funerary
structures of various dimensions grouped in an area of c¢. 7000 sq. m, some of which appeared
to be partly excavated. Obsidian artefacts were collected from the surface of several kurgans
and are now being characterised. Apart from the features reported above, an impressive heap
of obsidian blocks and knapped artefacts, measuring c. 2.5 m in diameter, called PPN-1, has
been discovered at 2179 m a.s.l. among the Northernmost kurgans (41°29'58.4"" N-43°5225.0"
E). Obsidian samples were taken from this important feature, on the surface of which a bladelet
fragment with trapezoidal cross-section was retrieved. This discovery is very important, as it
shows how complex to interpret the Mount Chikiani quarries and the manufacture of knapped
tools can be. Most probably, these activities took place in other parts of the plateau, as the pres-
ence of accumulations of obsidian blocks and a manufacturing workshop discovered along the
slope of another volcanic dome clearly indicates. The new discovery reported above contributes
to the interpretation of the Mount Chikiani obsidian exploitation in the Javakheti Plateau and
the surrounding region.

Paravani Pass: group of kurgans lo-
cated North of the road (above); heap
of obsidian small blocks and knap-
ped artefacts (left). Photos by M. Fer-
randi.
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