
Problems in Twentieth Century 
French Philosophy

Read through the lens of a single key concept in the twentieth-century French philosophy, 
that of the “problem”, this book relates the concept to specific thinkers and situates it in re-
lation to both the wider history of philosophy and contemporary concerns.

How exactly should the notion of problems be understood? What must a problem be in 
order to play this inaugurating role? Does the word “problem” have a univocal sense? What 
is at stake – theoretically, ethically, politically, and institutionally – when philosophers use 
the word? This book addresses these and other questions, and is devoted to making his-
torical and philosophical sense of the various uses and conceptualisations of notions of 
problems, problematics, and problematisations in the twentieth-century French thought. 
In the process, it augments our understanding of the philosophical programs of a number 
of recent French thinkers, reconfigures our perception of the history and wider stakes of 
the  twentieth-century French philosophy, and reveals the ongoing theoretical richness and 
critical potential of the notion of the problem and its cognates.

Working through the twentieth-century and focussing on specific thinkers including 
Foucault and Deleuze, this book will be of interest to all scholars of French philosophy. 

This book was originally published as a special issue of Angelaki.

Sean Bowden is Senior Lecturer in Philosophy at Deakin University, Australia. He is the 
author of The Priority of Events: Deleuze’s Logic of Sense (2011).

Mark G.E. Kelly is Associate Professor in the School of Humanities and Communication 
Arts at Western Sydney University, Australia. His most recent book is For Foucault: Against 
Normative Political Theory (2017).





Problems in Twentieth Century 
French Philosophy

Edited by  
Sean Bowden and Mark G.E. Kelly



First published 2019
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4RN

and by Routledge
52 Vanderbilt Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business

© 2019 Taylor & Francis

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or utilised in 
any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now known or hereafter 
invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or 
retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered 
trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation without intent to 
infringe.

British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN13: 978-0-367-19377-5

Typeset in Minion Pro 
by codeMantra

Publisher’s Note
The publisher accepts responsibility for any inconsistencies that may have arisen 
during the conversion of this book from journal articles to book chapters, namely the 
possible inclusion of journal terminology.

Disclaimer
Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders for their permission to reprint 
material in this book. The publishers would be grateful to hear from any copyright 
holder who is not here acknowledged and will undertake to rectify any errors or 
omissions in future editions of this book.



v

Citation Information vii
Notes on Contributors ix

  Foreword: Problems in Twentieth-Century French Philosophy 1
Sean Bowden and Mark G.E. Kelly

  Introduction: Problematizing Problems 2
Sean Bowden and Mark G.E. Kelly

 1  The Misadventures of the “Problem” in “Philosophy”: From Kant to Deleuze 8
Giuseppe Bianco

 2  Bergson’s Method of Problematisation and the Pursuit of Metaphysical Precision 31
Craig Lundy

 3  An Anti-Positivist Conception of Problems: Deleuze, Bergson and the 
French Epistemological Tradition 45
Sean Bowden

 4  Cavaillès, Mathematical Problems and Questions 64
Pierre Cassou-Noguès

 5  Lautman on Problems as the Conditions of Existence of Solutions 79
Simon B. Duffy

 6  Simondon on the Notion of the Problem: A Genetic Schema of Individuation 94
Daniela Voss

 7  On the Problem and Mystery of Evil: Marcel’s Existential Dissolution  
of an Antinomy 113
Jill Hernandez

 8  Towards A Phenomenology of Sagesse: Uncovering the Unique 
Philosophical Problematic of Pierre Hadot 125
Matthew Sharpe

Contents



CONTENTS

vi

 9  The Errors of History: Knowledge and Epistemology in Bachelard, 
Canguilhem and Foucault 139
Alison Ross

10  Problematizing the Problematic: Foucault and Althusser 155
Mark G.E. Kelly

11  Foucault, Psychoanalysis, and Critique: Two Aspects of Problematization 170
Amy Allen

12  Problematization in Foucault’s Genealogy and Deleuze’s Symptomatology: 
Or, How to Study Sexuality Without Invoking Oppositions 187
Colin Koopman

Index 205



vii

The chapters in this book were originally published in the Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 
2018). When citing this material, please use the original page numbering for each article, as 
follows:

Foreword
Problems in Twentieth-Century French Philosophy
Sean Bowden and Mark G.E. Kelly
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 1

Introduction
Problematizing Problems
Sean Bowden and Mark G.E. Kelly
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 2–7

Chapter 1
The Misadventures of the “Problem” in “Philosophy”: From Kant to Deleuze
Giuseppe Bianco
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 8–30

Chapter 2
Bergson’s Method of Problematisation and the Pursuit of Metaphysical Precision
Craig Lundy
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 31–44

Chapter 3
An Anti-Positivist Conception of Problems: Deleuze, Bergson and the French  Epistemological 
Tradition
Sean Bowden
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 45–63

Chapter 4
Cavaillès, Mathematical Problems and Questions
Pierre Cassou-Noguès
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 64–78

Citation Information



CITATION INFORMATION

viii

Chapter 5
Lautman on Problems as the Conditions of Existence of Solutions
Simon B. Duffy
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 79–93

Chapter 6
Simondon on the Notion of the Problem: A Genetic Schema of Individuation
Daniela Voss
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 94–112

Chapter 7
On the Problem and Mystery of Evil: Marcel’s Existential Dissolution of an Antinomy
Jill Hernandez
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 113–124

Chapter 8
Towards A Phenomenology of Sagesse: Uncovering the Unique Philosophical Problematic 
of Pierre Hadot
Matthew Sharpe
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 125–138

Chapter 9
The Errors of History: Knowledge and Epistemology in Bachelard, Canguilhem and Foucault
Alison Ross
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 139–154

Chapter 10
Problematizing the Problematic: Foucault and Althusser
Mark G.E. Kelly
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 155–169

Chapter 11
Foucault, Psychoanalysis, and Critique: Two Aspects of Problematization
Amy Allen
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 170–186

Chapter 12
Problematization in Foucault’s Genealogy and Deleuze’s Symptomatology: Or, How to 
Study Sexuality Without Invoking Oppositions
Colin Koopman
Angelaki, volume 23, issue 2 (April 2018) pp. 187–204

For any permission-related enquiries please visit:
http://www.tandfonline.com/page/help/permissions



ix

Amy Allen is Liberal Arts Research Professor of Philosophy and Women’s, Gender, and 
Sexuality Studies, and Head of the Philosophy Department at Penn State. Her most recent 
book is The End of Progress: Decolonizing the Normative Foundations of Critical Theory 
(2016). She is currently working on a book on psychoanalysis and critical social theory.

Giuseppe Bianco is Researcher at the Universidade de São Paulo and the École des Hautes 
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 philosophique: Cavailles ̀ et l’ep ́istemólogie en France (Vrin, 2017). In his other works, 
 Cassou-Nogues̀ emphasizes the role of fiction for a speculative philosophy. He uses fic-
tion as a philosophical tool in order to explore domains that have been repressed by the 
philosophical tradition such as wasted time (La Meĺ odie du tic-tac; Flammarion, 2013) 
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