
HISTORY AND IDEASHISTORY AND IDEAS

 6 
HINP

THE SERIES: HISTORY AND IDEAS.
NEW PERSPECTIVES IN EUROPEAN STUDIES
The series investigates discourses and practices of European interaction in 
the fi elds of politics, law, society, and the economy, but also in the realm of 
ideas, identities, and experiences.

The expression “Mediterranean World” refers to a geographical division 
supposedly distinguished from all others by its unique characteristics. By 
taking a long-term perspective, the book traces the gradual emergence, from 
the late sixteenth century onward, of ideas that imbued the Mediterranean 
Sea with meanings that referred to something other than just a sea. These 
ideas crystallised into a distinct concept of Mediterranean-ness during and 
after the Napoleonic era, when it was harnessed in the service of European 
power politics. The book explores how its subsequent iterations served 
colonial and neo-colonial interests, right up to the Cold War, when Western 
hegemony in the region passed from Europe to the United States. 
Although grounded in the history of ideas and concepts, the text weaves its 
analysis into a comprehensive narrative, making it accessible to non-spe-
cialist readers and suitable for use as a history textbook in International 
Relations and related fi elds. 

Rolf Petri is Full Professor of Modern and Contemporary History at Ca’ Foscari University of 
Venice.
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Rolf Petri
THE ‘MEDITERRANEAN 
WORLD’
EUROPEAN POWER POLITICS AND 
THE GEOGRAPHICAL MIND, 1571–1973


