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This article provides theoretical and contextual background to Received 21 July 2024
The Academic Question of Palestine. Building on the work of  Accepted 21 July 2024
Edward Said, we maintain that Palestine constitutes a unique
question with special status in international academic spaces, par-
ticularly in the West, because of its entanglement with other
imperial and settler colonial forms of dispossession. We argue
that the special place that Zionism and its defence has occupied
for decades in academia has rendered Palestine one of the thorn-
iest and most divisive issues of our time. In the new millennium,
the birth of the BDS movement; the emergence of new solidar-
ities with global anti-racist movements; the scholarly and human
rights consensus that Israel constitutes a regime settler colonial
apartheid; the acceleration of Zionist violence, until the Gaza geno-
cide, have generated new forms of repression and resistance in the
academic space. This Special Issue offers the tools for understanding
these recent transformations of the question of Palestine.
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“We call upon our colleagues in the homeland and internationally to support our
steadfast attempts to defend and preserve our universities for the sake of the future of
our people, and our ability to remain on our Palestinian land in Gaza. We built these
universities from tents. And from tents, with the support of our friends, we will rebuild
them once again.”

(Gaza Academics and Administrators 2024)

The Zionist and Western-backed genocidal onslaught against Palestinians in Gaza
revealed one of the worst (Griffiths 2024) levels of human catastrophe in recent memory. The
2.3 million Palestinians—entrapped in the besieged Gaza strip for the past 17 years—face
unspeakable horrors inflicted on them in the form of displacing (over 1.7 million) (see
UNOCHA 2024), as well as systematic denying of food, water, fuel (News 2023).

The unabated bombardment campaign has not spared any civilian structures,
including hospitals, mosques, churches, UN buildings, as well as the tents where civil-
ians have been seeking refuge (News 2024). In its aim to destroy all forms of life and
hope for the Palestinians in Gaza, Israel’s campaign of annihilation has taken a par-
ticular interest in the targeting of schools and universities, 80% of which reduced to

CONTACT Walaa Algaisiya @ walaa.alqaisiya@unive.it @ University of Venice, Venice, Italy.
This article has been corrected with minor changes. These changes do not impact the academic content of the
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rubble in what also UN experts identify as ‘scholasticide’ (UN Press Release 2024).
The systematic destruction of schools, universities, heritage and archival sites,' and
the targeting of affiliate staff members, educators, and students is nothing but a clear
demonstration of what the late Gaza professor and poet, Refaat Alareer, described as
the imperative of death wrought upon beings and tales:

If I must die,

you must live

to tell my story

to sell my things

to buy a piece of cloth

and some strings,

(make it white with a long tail)

so that a child, somewhere in Gaza
while looking heaven in the eye

awaiting his dad who left in a blaze—
and bid no one farewell

not even to his flesh

not even to himself—

sees the kite, my kite you made, flying up
above

and thinks for a moment an angel is there
bringing back love

If I must die

let it bring hope

let it be a tale (Al Areer 2023).

By the tenth month of scholasticide, 10,216 students, 402 teachers and 107 uni-
versity professors have been killed, amongst them Alareer (Palestine Academy for
Science and Technology 2024). Alareer’s words, in the above final poem of his,
not only indicate the sudden brute elimination of physical life that Gaza’s children
must witness. It also alludes to the fact that the systematic destruction of schools
and universities by Israel constitutes an attempt to erase ideas, tales, and the
promise of love and hope they bear for the future of a free Palestine. In fact, the
most dangerous aspect of the Gaza scholasticide is the enduring impact it aims to
inflict on the hundreds of thousands of Palestinians school and university goers
(over 600,000 school-less children® and over 90,000 stranded university students),

1195 heritage sites have been reduced to rubble. The Central Archives of Gaza, containing 150 years of history, has
also been wiped out (see UN Press release, 2024).

%See: Gallery. 2024. “Gaza’s Children Face Long Road to Healing” Aljazeera, April 5: https://www.aljazeera.com/
gallery/2024/4/5/gazas-children-face-long-road-to-healing


https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2024/4/5/gazas-children-face-long-road-to-healing
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2024/4/5/gazas-children-face-long-road-to-healing

MIDDLE EAST CRITIQUE (&) 301

who have been left to face what UN experts describe as “a devastating long-term
impact on the fundamental rights of people to learn and freely express themselves,
depriving yet another generation of Palestinians of their future” (UN Press
Release 2024).

This latest onslaught against the Palestinians is the epitome of the violence exer-
cised upon them through Nakba. Throughout the month of May 2024, Palestinians in
Occupied Palestine and across the world observed the 76™ anniversary of what they
identify as Nakba—the establishment of Israel through the colonial theft of
Palestinian lands in 1948 and the displacement of hundreds of thousands of people.
While Nakba is the Arabic word for catastrophe, there is no linguistic term that can
really capture what it fully signifies for the Arab Palestinians. To this date, they con-
tinue to bear the historical, psychological, political and material scars of their experi-
ence of dispossession. Palestinians perfectly know that the ongoing genocide on Gaza
is a perpetuation of the “invisibilised cruelties” of a long century of settler colonialism
and imperial capture (Jabary Salamanca, Khosla, and Aruri 2024).

On May 28, 2024, two weeks after the commemoration, Palestinian academics
from Gaza initiated a call to the world describing the ongoing campaign of scholasti-
cide as a deliberate continuation of Nakba whose aim is “to render Gaza uninhabit-
able and erode the intellectual and cultural fabric of our society” (Gaza Academics
and Administrators 2024). For Palestinians, therefore, this latest round of unabated
carnage is not something that is at odds with the essence of Zionism. That is, such
mass killings do not suddenly happen because of the irresponsible actions of a rogue
fascist government situated at the extreme right of the Zionist political spectrum, as
the Western liberal discourse would like us to believe. Rather, Palestinians have
always known and said that Nakba is at the essence of a process of settler colonial
erasure across the political spectrum and the core defining aspect of what Zionism
stands for. In fact, it is worth reminding that over 70%> (1.4 million)* of the Gazan
populace are refugees who have been displaced from their original homes in 1948.
The Nakba is a continuum.

In The Question of Palestine, the late Palestinian intellectual, Edward Said, histori-
cizes the Palestinian Nakba from the standpoint of those who were subjected to
Zionist destruction and displacement, in a process that enabled their replacement
with Jewish settlers claiming “unique historical privilege” to reconstitute the land into
a Jewish homeland (1992, 51). For Said, the The Question of Palestine is also the
question of how the production and circulation of discourses of erasure—including
within the academic sphere—become imaginative tools supporting and legitimizing
material processes of settler colonization, and their reiteration in history. Throughout
the book, Said dissects how the negation of Palestinian presence comes at the hand of
an ideological political apparatus of hegemonic Western discourse coalescing with

3Gaza hosts 26% of the totality of Palestinian refugees. See: Citino, Nathan, Ana Martin Gil, and Kelesy P. Norman.
2023. “Generations of Palestinian Refugees Face Protracted Displacement and Dispossession.” Migration Policy
Institute, May 3. https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/palestinian-refugees-dispossession

“OCHA documents that the 1.4 million Palestine refugees in Gaza, who are largely dependent on UNRWA services,
live in deep poverty and experience ‘a deep socio-economic crisis, in a situation of de-development caused by both
economic as well as political events.” See: Gaza_thematic_6_0_pdf, 2018. Refugee Needs in the Gaza Strip” OCHA,
October: https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/gaza_thematic_6_0.pdf


https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/palestinian-refugees-dispossession
https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/gaza_thematic_6_0.pdf
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Zionist ‘interpretation’ of the land that eradicates Indigenous presence.” He explains
that, during the British mandate regime over Palestine, the Zionist colonialists occupied
a central role in cementing a system of representation that was no less dangerous than
the labor regime (Avoda Ivrit)® instilled to enable Nakba in full force by 1948:

Between 1922 and 1947 the great issue witnessed by the world in Palestine was not, as a
Palestinian would like to imagine, the struggle between natives and new colonists, but a
struggle presented as being between Britain and the Zionists. The full irony of this
remarkable epistemological achievement—and I use the philosophical term because there
is no other one adequate to expressing the sheer blotting out from knowledge of almost
a million natives—is enhanced when we remember that in 1948, at the moment that
Israel declared itself a state, it legally owned a little more than 6 percent of the land of
Palestine and its population of Jews consisted of a fraction of the total Palestinian
population. The consistency of this attitude and Avoda Ivrit is almost total: Address the
world as the aggrieved, with Britain (a colonial power) as your enemy; ignore the
natives, and have nothing said about them, so long, objectively, as you cannot be seen
directly to be exploiting them (Said 1992,51).

Said’s words illuminate how the historic-material processes underscoring the ‘objective’
conditions for the institutionalization of a Jewish supremacist regime in Palestine embed
the very epistemic conditions of sustained native erasure. What Said describes as the “sheer
blotting out from knowledge of almost a million natives” perfectly captures Zionist colon-
isation of Palestine as a protracted structure of erasure and elimination. Since the Nakba,
these discursive erasures carried out by the Zionist movement have been accompanied by
the physical looting and destruction of Palestinian archives, libraries, and cultural institu-
tions (Moaswes 2024, Mermestein, 2011). The discursive denial of the existence of the
Palestinian people; their physical erasure and displacement; and the destruction of know-
ledge production and the institutions that sustain it are co-substantial processes in a settler
colonial situation. The ongoing Gaza genocide further attests to the fact that to wipe out
knowledge of the Palestinians is also to wipe out knowledge from the Palestinians.
Genocide and epistemicide go hand in hand, including when the stakes entail the recon-
struction of what has been destroyed by settler colonial forces. For these reasons, academics
from Gaza warn international academics about a new layer of scholasticide and erasure of
the natives that Israel’s key allies—the United States and the United Kingdom—are open-
ing through “alleged reconstruction schemes” (Gaza Academics and Administrators 2024).
These schemes’ are promoted without coordinating with Palestinian academic institutions
and colleagues in Gaza, and with the aim to serve Israeli settler re-colonisation of Gaza®
whilst eliminating the possibility of an independent Palestinian educational life.

®In the context of explaining Zionist infamous slogan “a land without a people for a people without a land” Said
explains that: “we must understand the struggle between Palestinians and Zionism as a struggle between a
presence and an interpretation, the former constantly appearing to be overpowered and eradicated by the latter”
(Said 1992, 40).

Meaning: Hebrew Labor. A Zionist instilled labour regime in the 1920s, which entailed exclusive work for Jewish
settlers (conquest of labour), negating Palestinian participation in the economy.

’For a demonstrative example of these schemes, we need to look no further than the US Israel Education
Association’s scheme entitled “Gaza After UNRWA: Reforming Education for Peaceful Coexistence,” whose primary
aim is to launch an “alternate Gazan Education System” that would be managed in coordination with Israeli security
forces [who] will likely remain in Gaza for many years.” See: https://www.usieducation.org/gaza-after-unrwa

8See: Middle East Eye. 2024. “Israeli Settlers Discuss lllegal Settlements Plan to Move 500 Families into Gaza Strip.”
YouTube, March 23, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bif7kLSJYuo


https://www.usieducation.org/gaza-after-unrwa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bif7kLSJYuo

MIDDLE EAST CRITIQUE (&) 303

Inspired by the work of Said, we have decided to entitle this special issue “The
Academic Question of Palestine.” For Said, the question of Palestine emerges as a
question, while reading and extensively teaching, throughout the late 70s, the work of
the Italian Marxist Antonio Gramsci on the “Southern Question” (in Brennan 2021,
196). In this period of his life, Said thinks with Gramsci in the midst of anti-
Palestinian McCarthyism, only a few years after the FBI had started to surveil and
create a dossier on him and other intellectuals in the aftermath of the Munich attack.
Said understands that academia is one of the key spaces of intellectual production of
“acquiescence” in which the Zionist erasures of Palestine morphs into and is legiti-
mized through liberalism (Said 1992, 62). Zionism-as-liberalism finds within the bor-
ders of academic institutions a fertile terrain for normalizing even the most brutal
forms of settler colonial violence.

Like in the case of Menachem Begin, the former leader of the Zionist fascist para-
military militia of the Irgun. While writing The Question of Palestine, Said reckons
how in spite of Begin being “known as a terrorist,” every university library had a
copy of Begin’s The Revolt as part of their Middle East collection. In this book, the
former leader of the Irgun “describes his terrorism—including the wholesale massacre
of innocent women and children—in righteous (and chilling) profusion.” After he
received the Nobel Prize in 1978 for the peace agreement with Egypt, and while he
was starting to implement the construction of Jewish colonies in the West Bank and
Gaza, the butcher of Deir Yassin was rewarded by US academia with an honorary
Doctor of Laws Degree (LLD) at Northwestern University. Said scorches the double
standards of liberal academia and its complicity with the normalisation of the per-
manent Nakba: “precisely those liberals who discover causes and outrages everywhere
simply have nothing to say about Begin, about torture in Israel, or about the literally
unstoppable annexationist policies of the Israeli state” (Said 1992, 45).

Following Said’s footprints, in this Special Issue we conceive the academic question
of Palestine as a specific articulation of the broader quandary of Palestinian disposses-
sion. Said defines the question of as the combination of multiple meanings of the
phrase. First, for him calling something a “question” means to situate it in a specific
position with a special status, as a unique problématique. Second, a question is a
“long-standing, particularly intractable and insistent problem: the question of rights,
the Eastern question, the question of free speech” (Said 1992, 36). Rights, the East,
and freedom of speech are interconnected elements of a semantic constellation of
issues which Said reconnects to the insistent problem of Palestinian dispossession.
And ultimately, a question has to do with an “uncertain, questionable, and unstable”
problem (Ibid.). Paraphrasing Said, we could say that the academic question of
Palestine incarnates all these three meanings. First, Palestine posits a unique question
with special status in international academic spaces, particularly in the Western aca-
deme (Pappé, Dana, and Naser-Najjab 2024), because of its entanglement with
imperial and settler colonial forms of dispossession on local and global scales
(Alqaisiya 2024). Second, the special place that Zionism and its defence has occupied
for decades in the Western academic structures has rendered Palestine and its ques-
tion one of the ‘thorniest’ and ‘divisive’ issues of our time. In a nutshell, the academic
question of Palestine captures an epistemic clash between, on the one hand, the
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assertion of Palestine and Palestinians’ right to exist and resist the violence imposed
on them. On the other hand, it captures the push to normalise and enable the con-
tinuity of Palestine’s disavowal through the historical development of different techni-
ques of repression, epistemic injustice and “colonial unknowing” (Vimalassery, Hu
Pegues, and Goldstein 2016).

A sense of intellectual and political emergency has triggered our need for this spe-
cial issue—the emergency produced by thousands of instances of repression against
scholarship, scholars, and students working on the question of Palestine across differ-
ent continents. Many of these instances have been documented by scholars, students
and activists. Others are instances of interiorized repression, of colleagues and stu-
dents who, given the climate of witch-hunt, have decided to stop even speaking of
Palestine or mentioning it in the classroom, because it is a “too controversial ques-
tion.” This reactionary intensification of censorship is the result of historical processes
which have transformed the academic and scholarly landscape in the new millen-
nium: the consolidation of critical scholarship aimed at revealing the settler colonial
nature of the Zionist occupation and the comparability with other settler colonial and
imperial enterprises of the last centuries; the re-invigoration of anti-imperialist and
decolonial scholarly and political discourses and praxes challenging the colonial capit-
alist regime of knowledge production; the development of academic solidarities with
Palestinian scholars often happening through prominent scholarly faculty, students
and/or affiliated organisations’ endorsement of resolutions pertaining to the academic
call for boycott brought forth by Palestinian academia, namely the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement in 2005; Palestinian ongoing and growing
resistance against Israeli settler colonialism catalysed with the 2021 Unity Intifada
where youth and women played a huge role in mobilising the uprising and combat-
ting Israeli hasbara in both digital and battlefield spheres; the emergence of new polit-
ical solidarities between scholars and advocates for the right of the Palestinian people
to self-determination and liberation, and prominent anti-racist and Indigenous rights
movements, like Black Lives Matter and #NODAPL, combating new forms of colonial
and capitalist dispossession from the US imperial core to the rest of the world; the
recent publication of a series of reports by the most prominent Palestinian, Israeli,
and international human rights NGOs accusing the Zionist regime of the crime
against humanity and apartheid; the ongoing Zionist and Western backed genocide in
Gaza.

But let us try to dissect some of the key historical transformations in the structures
of domination and resistance which have led to the contemporary moment. The
United States, where Edward Said wrote The Question of Palestine and became the
most prominent Palestinian intellectual between the end of the 1960s and the 1980s,
was the epicentre of the academic institutionalization of Zionism. This was part of a
broader process of political crystallization of Israel and Zionism as an “unquestioned
good” in the US political landscape, with the support of an incomparable conjuncture
of institutions and interests: “the press, the liberal intelligentsia, the military-industrial
complex, the academic community, labor unions” (Said 1992, 77). In their profuse
analysis of the historical patterns of anti-Palestinian repression and resistance in US
academia, Lara Deeb and Jessica Winegar trace how the Vietnam war and the
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resistance to it on campus dovetails with anti-apartheid activism and the mobilisation
for Palestinian liberation. In this context, “Black, Brown, and Middle Eastern students
and their allies form solidaristic ties and networks of support against US imperialism,
colonialism, and Black and brown racism” (Deeb and Winegar in this Special Issue).
They examine the emergence of intersectional modes of solidarity, dating back to the
1982 massacres in Lebanon and the first Intifada in 1987, and their solidification into
the current moment of the Gaza genocide.

After the Oslo “peace process” and its failure in the 1990s, the question of
Palestine re-acquires its position of “international intractability” with the explosion of
the Second Intifada and the attempts to subsume Palestine under the rubric of the
war on terror at the outset of the third millennium. In his contribution to the special
issue, Somdeep Sen analyses his personal experience of discrimination and intimida-
tion waged against him, weaponizing antisemitism, in the context of post-9/11 anti-
Arab and Muslim racism—“who embodied all things evil tyrannical, cowardly”—to
defame and delegitimise his decolonial scholarship on Palestine (Sen in this Special
Issue). Whilst Sen’s essay tackles US academic and social context of post-9/11 terror
accusations and racism, the rest of the Western political hemisphere, including coun-
tries with a tradition of political solidarity with Palestinian liberation, like Italy and
France, also followed suit with the utilisation of counter-terrorism laws and narratives
to suppress scholarship and scholars who critically engage with Zionist dispossession.
Liberals and non-liberals aligned on this point. The scholarly theories of the clash of
civilization proliferated on an international scale in the attempt to liquidate and erase
the question of Palestine and the value of international solidarity it embodies. It is
also in the face of this threat that in 2003 Palestinian academics and intellectuals
issued a call for the boycott of Israeli academic institutions in order to counter the
framing of Palestinian armed resistance as a manifestation of 9/11terrorism. The
Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) was
officially launched a year later, with the aim of advancing the role of intellectuals and
academics towards justice for Palestine. PACBI highlights in its statement that:

“The Palestinian campaign is inspired by the historic role played by people of
conscience in the international community of scholars and intellectuals who have
shouldered the moral responsibility to fight injustice, as exemplified in their struggle to
abolish apartheid in South Africa through diverse forms of boycott” (PACBI 2008).

The solidification of an international call for boycott was simultaneously met with
Zionist-led global efforts to suppress and police democratic mobilisations against
Israel’s policies of colonial dispossession. In 2004-2005, pro-Israel groups in the US
start to counter the internationalisation strategies of the Palestine solidarity move-
ment through the development of new working definition of antisemitism. Zionist
lobbyists and their allies worked hard to push governments and civil societies world-
wide to take a particular interest in framing antisemitism in relation to ‘anti-Israel
animus’ (AJC 2019). The seeds were planted for the development of the 2016
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism.
Containing eleven examples (seven of which are focused on Israel), IHRA was
adopted in a series of academic contexts by many universities, in particular in
Germany, the US, and UK. The IHRA definition has become a powerful tool for
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institutions, academic and otherwise, to use to suppress free speech and scholarship
on the question of Palestine. A recent report of the British Middle Eastern Studies
Association (BRISMES) that was issued in collaboration with the European Legal
Support Centre (ELSC) highlights how the IHRA definition:

“Erases the experiences of the Palestinian people, hides from public view documented
evidence of the crimes committed against them and thereby prevents universities, staff
and students from contributing to informed public debate on the matter” (BRISMES
and ELSC 2023).

As Neve Gordon shows in his contribution to this Special Issue, the IHRA defin-
ition constitutes a new technique of repression that operates by conflating Jewishness
with Israeliness. In doing so, it shields the Jewish Zionist supremacist regime in
Palestine from any form of criticism. This is especially true when IHRA becomes the
base to spin as “democratic” (Gordon in this Special Issue) the same Israeli apartheid
regime with its undoubted comparable characteristics to apartheid in South Africa—
the cause célebre which was taken by the Palestine liberation movement as model for
the 2004 boycott campaign. The ITHRA definition of antisemitism epitomises the
attempt to produce a quasi-normative disciplining framework that transforms the
question of Palestine into an exceptional question to be dealt with exceptional means
of repression. Expectedly, some of IHRA’s most vicious impact unveiled in those
spaces that are most celebrated in the ‘democratic’ liberal West as the ultimate hub
for freedom of expression: academic institutions.

It is worth noting that during the time that the IHRA definition was in its final
development stages, Gaza was being pummelled, once again, by Zionist bombard-
ment, where more than 2,000 Palestinians were killed in the so called ‘Operation pro-
tective Edge’ of 2014. It was also during that time that one of our contributors,
Steven Salaita, was atrociously dismissed by the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, US shortly after his appointment as associate professor in the American
Indian Studies Program. Like many of us, Salaita happened to use social media as a
space of both scholarly and political expression. A series of tweets he published in
reaction of the massacres taking place in Gaza costed him his academic career. In his
contribution to the Special Issue, he reflects on the “exception of Palestine to free
speech,” namely how free speech in academia (and other intellectual spaces) has
become a “rhetorical instrument” used to mobilize “reactionary agitation” and the
defamation campaigns which have targeted academics and other figures in the last
decades. As he effectively puts it when he analyses the new manifestations of anti-
anti-Zionism, “a few anonymous Twitter accounts have enough power to destroy
careers in a variety of professions,” infiltrating both corporate and academic cultures
(Salaita in this Special Issue).

New techniques of surveillance and defamation continued to unfold unabated. In
May 2022, one of us, Walaa, was disinvited from the Spring Curatorial Program: Arts
Geographies, organised by the Mumok Museum, the Academy of Fine Arts of Vienna
and the cultural organisation Verein K. Walaa was supposed to discuss her book
Decolonial Queering in Palestine (2022) and present on gender, sexuality, and settler
colonialism. However, a few days before travelling to Vienna, she was informed that
her presentation was cancelled as a result of the pressure exerted by the Austrian
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Union of Jewish Students and KESHET Austria. In their complaints to the organizing
institutions—which completely surrendered to Zionist pressure—these groups wrote
that:

“The Lecturer openly supports the antisemitic organisation BDS and explains its
agitation as an important global struggle against ‘the international ties of Israeli settler-
colonialism’ ... she is an obvious proponent of Israel-related antisemitism.” (ELSC 2023).

The attacks on Walaa were supported also on social media by Zionist groups like
“Mena Watch” and other pro-Israel organisations and individual lobbyists in Austria.
They reflected the emergence of new configurations of Zionist activism, where stu-
dent and advocacy groups join forces to attack and cancel academic speakers who are
critical of Israel’s colonial dispossession. The resistance mobilised on an international
scale against Walaa’s cancellation, was also what brought the two of us together in
this Special Issue. Walaa was defended by the European Legal Support Centre
(ELSC), which has emerged in 2019 to report against repression and criminalisation
of Palestine related incidents, as well as provide the needed legal support for such
cases. Through its hard work, ELSC mobilised its academic advisors and networks to
denounce the cancellation and attacks against Walaa.” Since its inception, ELSC have
documented countless cases that include overwhelming majority of academics tar-
geted according to a recurrent pattern: internal complaints by student organisations
and/or members of staff, leaks to the press, defamation campaigns launched on social
media and/or by Zionist related advocacy groups. In many of these cases, the surveil-
lance of the social media accounts of the students and academic members of staff is
key to the manufacturing of accusations that become the base for a targeted campaign
via some or all the strategies explained above. The metamorphosis of organisations
offering legal support within the frame of the Palestine solidarity movement, the likes
of ELSC in Europe and Palestine Legal in the US,' is reflective of more honed mech-
anisms of resistance within the academic question of Palestine. The synergy developed
across students, scholars, activists, and legal advisers actuate novel politico-cultural
skills, and compelling forms of solidarity and relationality that will certainly continue
mushrooming in the coming years.

Walaa’s cancellation took place in the context of the growth of anti-Palestinian racism in
Austria and German speaking contexts. The author-collective who directly witnessed the can-
cellation and organised a solidarity network to counter it, analyse in their contribution the
context of the witch-hunt against Palestinian and pro-Palestinian scholars and artists in the
Germanophone context (see Author Collective scapa splz, Alina Achenbacha, Ruben
Hordijkb, Masawa Kawaumic, Masab Roodd and Alexandra Tatar in this Special Issue). In
their passionately written piece, the authors share the story, also conveyed in artistic expres-
sions, and process of their powerful mobilization. To explain what they call the architecture
of cancellation, the author-collective wield together two elements: the discursive violence and

®Various academic organizations issued solidarity statements, including BRISMES (see: letter regarding the
cancellation of a talk by Dr Alqaisiya, 2022. BRISMES, May 27: https://www.brismes.ac.uk/news/letter-regarding-the-
cancellation-of-a-talk-by-dr-walaa-alqaisiya); EISA (see: 2022, EISA governing board statement on the cancellation of
Dr Walaa Alqgaisiya’s talk at the institute of art theory and cultural studies, Vienna, EISA, May 30: https://eisa-net.org/
eisa-governing-board-statement-on-the-cancellation-of-dr-walaa-alqaisiyas-talk-at-the-institute-for-art-theory-and-
cultural-studies-vienna/).

1%ee: https://palestinelegal.org/.
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erasure of un-inviting, and the material erasure of Palestinian lives on the ground in
Palestine. The authors reconstruct their experience of coming together to write about the aca-
demic question on Palestine from participatory witnessing of Walaa’s cancellation into a
“method of collective remembrance,” gesturing towards decolonization as delinking from the
colonial neoliberal academe.

Austria and Germany are not exceptions or isolated cases. They are contexts of
incredibly advanced academic fascism when it comes to the question of Palestine. As
Anna Younes and Hanna Al-Taher show in their contribution, Germany’s educational
system, from schools to universities, is saturated with the racializing politics that
define Germany’s raison-d’état (Staatsrason) in relation to Israel. Drawing on various
incidents of criminalizing and policing students, including to the extent of inciting to
kill those school children, their piece crucially reveals the degree of anti-Palestinian
racism lying at the heart of the German educational system. For Younes and Al
Taher, education is a site to map the metamorphosis of German and more widely
Western liberal ideology of freedom, which bind Germany’s Staatsrison to the protec-
tion of Israel and Zionism. Such a logic “collapses Palestinians in Palestine and peo-
ple of color in Europe into each other, all of them constituting existential threats to a
peaceful order,” and “equates white Germans with Israelis, collapsing both into narra-
tions of white victimhood” (Younes and Al-Taher in this Special Issue).

The symbolic and material erasure of Palestine and Palestinians in Germany’s educational
system should be understood as manifestations of amorphous proliferation of Zionist “settler
colonial outposts” which, as Lara Sheehi insightfully explains in her autoethnographic article,
“extend the sovereignty of the Israeli settler state” (Sheehi in this Special Issue). Sheehi reads
her personal experience of persecution by the Zionist organization Stand With US at George
Washington University, US and the attacks against her anti-colonial positions and scholar-
ship as a manifestation of the “civilizational crisis” of the discipline of psychoanalysis, where
the manufacturing of moral panic activates “’codes’ of purity and spectres of infiltration by
the ‘pro-Palestine illiberal left.” Sheehi articulates her idea of settler colonial outposts as a
space of convergence between fascists and liberal Zionists aimed at spreading Israel’s colonial
sovereignty beyond the borders of the Zionist state. This concept and her theorisation of it,
allow us to grasp how multiple Western academic spaces have become satellites—outposts,
like the settler outposts in the occupied Palestinian territories—of Israel’s colonial project.

Settler colonies, like Australia, Canada and the US, are significant sites of observation
and analysis of such academic outposts. Jumana Bayeh and Nick Riemer illuminatingly
recount the history of pro and anti-Palestinian mobilization in Australia. They trace the
emergence of the BDS movement in Australia in 2009 to the multi-faceted alliance
between on and off campus organization via: “student politics, Palestinian and anti-Zionist
Jewish community organizations, Indigenous justice struggles, or wider left-wing and grass-
roots politics” (Bayeh and Riemer in this Special Issue). Their contribution also shows how
the attacks and censorship of students and staff by pro-Zionist forces on campus have
intensified in response to BDS growth in Australia. Drawing on Gramscian understanding
of “war of manoeuvre” and “war of position” the piece unveils “the structural and ideo-
logical campaign” waged by Zionists to undermine boycott. Bayeh and Riemer emphasise
that increased rallying for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s self-determination
in Australia, should also guide the Palestine solidarity movement on campus to assert its
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unapologetic support for Palestinian “Indigeneity between the Mediterranean and the
Jordan River.”

Since October 7, 2023, and the ongoing genocide in Gaza a new chapter of
renewed solidarity for Palestine has been waged by Indigenous and racialised subjects
of settler states in the imperial core. Taking the case of the land acknowledgment in
the Canadian university scene, Brenna Bhandar examines how Indigenous and racial-
ised scholars “disrupt the liberal script of acknowledgment and reconciliation”, con-
ferring a “land acknowledgment in a different key” (Bhandar in this Special Issue).
Expressing solidarity against apartheid and genocide contests the notion that theft
and genocide are in the past and foregrounds the value of political solidarity between
Indigenous struggles for land back from Palestine to Canada. To stand with
Indigenous plight of anti-colonial resistance is to bring into view “the global colour
line” enfolding “Third World anti-colonial political inheritances” beyond their non-
disruptive commodified formats within the settler colonial liberal democracy.

Scholars who have been uncompromising in expressing solidarity with and mobi-
lizing for Palestine and the wider plight for decolonisation beyond abstract metaphors
(Tuck and Yang 2012) have been at the forefront of intensified attacks on academic
freedom, since the beginning of the genocidal campaign Israel unleashed after the
military operation launched by Hamas and Palestinian militant groups on October 7.
The annihilation campaign against Palestinians in Gaza has reinvigorated the colonial
demarcations between ‘civilisation’ and ‘terror,” ‘humans’ and ‘non-humans, both in
Palestine and the imperial core. A multifaceted assemblage of university managers,
academics, student organisations, pro-Israel media, and bourgeoisie elites exert polit-
ical and economic pressures on the university to ensure the continuity of such
demarcations including through the surveillance and punishment of staff and students
daring to question the colonial power regime. Among those who have been fiercely
attacked is scholar of decolonial theory at Texas Tech University, US: Jairo I. Funez-
Florez. Reflecting on his experience of being suspended and reinstated for merely
exercising his right to extramural political speech, Funez-Florez’s contribution eluci-
dates the university’s entanglement in political and institutional machinations giving
carte blanche to the violation of due process, academic freedom, and the required
ethical code of conduct on part of higher-ranking occupants within the institution.
Fanez-Florez situates his experience within the wider clout of suppressing solidarity
with Palestine by weaponizing antisemitism in order to deflect from the ongoing
genocide and the complicit role these same academic institutions play in it. Mounting
repression and targeting of student led organisations, who are being “criminalized for
organizing protests aimed at pressuring universities to divest from weapons manufac-
turers, [and] for speaking out against the genocide in Gaza” is a clear manifestation
of the material enabling of genocidal violence through “discrediting and villainizing
the emerging pro-Palestinian movement” (Funez-Florez in this Special Issue). In his
epilogue Funez-Florez draws on the work of Fargo Tbakhi to remind of engaged
intellectuals whose writing is “not aligned to imperial forces” but is rather directed at
mobilising a “co-creation of knowledge that lends itself to more radical possibilities.”

The Academic Question of Palestine has been conceived with this spirit of initiating such
radical possibilities to knowledge building and sharing in the face of the ideological and
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material constrains of our dark times. We, therefore, could not end this SI without reach-
ing out to student collectives who have been leading the courageous student encampment
movement for Palestine, inviting them to write and share their insights from the student-
led resistance landscape. Amongst these groups is the Columbia University Apartheid
Divest (CUAD), who have been mobilising support for Palestine since November 2023. In
a powerfully written essay, members and friends of CUAD reflect on the journey that got
them to mobilise the recent student protest movement for Palestine leading up to what
became known as The Gaza Solidarity Encampment, which sprung up across US and
other universities in Europe, and world-wide (Saba 2024). CUAD situates their movement
in relation to the wider history of student led anti-imperialist struggle at Columbia
University, dating back to 1930s movement against fascism, 60s-80s struggles against
Vietnam war, racial segregation and finally the movement to divest from South Africa’s
apartheid regime. The essay shares significant findings from the work generated by the col-
lective “CUAD Research Group” revealing the extent of Columbia’s investment in Israel’s
apartheid, which has propelled CUAD’s demands for divestment, academic boycott and a
clear stance against the genocide. The essay also provides a rare insight into students’ first-
hand recounting of the events, including interactions with administrators and the
University president, that surrounded their encampment activities leading up to the famous
occupation of Hind’s Hall, which was faced with NYPD’s brutal flooding and targeting of
students on campus.

To this date, many students and staff continue to face legal charges and campaigns of
intimidation aimed at quelling their movement for Palestine. What is to be done when the
university becomes a site for the state, university managers and corporate interests to exercise
their brutality and bureaucratic diversions from divestments and boycotts in the face of a stu-
dent-led movement, broadly supported by university staff, waged against complicity in geno-
cide? What is to be done when the democratic will of multi-racial and multi-religious
academic communities and constituencies across the globe is obstructed by a minority that
protects imperialism, settler colonial dispossession, violence and egregious breaches of
human rights, international law and the Genocide Convention? We hope that this Special
Issue can provide at least some tools for facing the challenge; and for reflecting, teaching, and
mobilising around Palestine and its plight for a world of freedom and justice.
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