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THESYNOD OF AQAQ - 486

98
llowing the council of Chale
synod, the recavered unity of the Church is carel
line that it is from ceclesiastical concord that the
seatements spring, The first canon of the synod is ds
of a syntheric Christological definition: Chri
natures (kying), which must not be mixed nor
what the two natureé share is the warship (segdr
the unity of parjopd, i.c. prosapan, person. This definit
dent on the Christalogy of Theodore of Mopsuestia
being particularly telling in this regard). As fo it i
lar to the Chalcedonian formula; (&) however, it
latter, the unity of bypostasis, We cannot know i
hypostases, which will be characeeristi " of the !
intended to correct a prior formulation of the syn
this is quite an unlikely hypothesis), (7) or if ir atte:
rological debate in the Ease during which a propee
not yee established, RS
Nevertheless, the main body of the text is ne
with the discipline of monastic behaviour and of

troversial pcriod fo

(6) See Grillmeicr, fesus der Chrisrus, p, 614-634 (on Th
726 (on Nestorius)i p. 753764 on the Chalcedoni
In vol. 2/ the chapter by 'Th Hainthaler, p. 11727
Schule der Perser). On Theodare's Christology in |
Theologic Theordors von Mopsuestia, and Norris, Manbood
Brun, Den Mensclhen mit deni Fimmel verbinden ;)
Incarnatione, and for a shoreer introduction McLead:!

(7) Unil Gero's monograph, it was usually belie:
imporeant role in the so-called ‘nestarianization’ of
assumption was malnly based on Miaphysite sources
of Beth Lapat are not extant, nor is the main body

impossible to : h ) .
i e e ey
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Id. (1) As time mytsui-'l}lt covenanters
e S control by local chui

chical structuring of the Church, ' :
by nor yetassuming & fully “monastic’ form in
would have also been economically iudcp_cndmx'&w
“Ihe canons of this synod witness then ta an
which is mainly brought abour, as we are going.
marriage legislation.

The third canon indeed. not by chance the lo
the problem of elerical mareiage. (1%} The main
once, is that everyone must choose without alterna
monastic) life or marriage. Deacons arc allowed
ordination, contrary to the old use; but a candidate
married and have children. The same is allowed
second wile in case of death of the firsc one: this does
adultery, which arc stricely prohibiced. In any case, the’
lead to the begetting of children to be legitimate.
gex married must dwell in a monastery. In curn, |
eelibacy or ro marriage.

This canon is belicved ro confirm the foregoing
According to later Miaphysice traditions, it was B
that every bishop, priest and deacon had to be ma
introduced the possibility of the dispensation from
confirmed by the exrant fragments, but a slight
artributes this reform to both the synods of 48

(13) The bibliography on Messalianism is vast. The
of the wandering monks and Messalianism is now Caner,
Stewart, "Working the Earth of the Heart' remains:
Mevalianismus und Antimessalionismus. The studies




o THE SYNOD OF AQAQ « 486
Chucch in a becter position within the Persian
intend. 1o rule out this interpretation (1) (the b
more than one front), we would racher insisc on
which is less valorised by Bruns, (%) and underlin
tion berween the hicrarchical problem of the:
discipline of the third one. The distinction and
non-monastic life overlaps with the choice b
The identification of monasticism and celib
other way of life and marriage, on the other hand
ot a monk cansot rermain unmarried nor-without
remark that the civil state is superior to the hicrarch
if a priest is unmarried, he must live in a monastery; (*
pricst in a city ougside a family strucrure. It could
Family was probably considered by the bishops
contrary to the escharolagical tension of the w
the Persian Church an orderly social form in the
Even the obligation ro beget children can be read in
had already been the practice of some covenanters
abstinence. It is the centrality of marriage, togeth
monks from the amily life of che citics, which p
risk ‘of the extravagane asceticism oniginating i
covenant. An important element in favour of the
tation ean be found in the difference berween the :
and those of the synod of ss4: whereas in 486
the cities, in 554 the hishop@-encpun'gr. the pr
This is a sign that by the middle of the six T
well eseablished in Persia and had reached an instit
longer viewed as a danger to an R aUbIcd R
society, i
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D). F Caner, Wandering, Begging Monks: Sp
tion of Monasticism in Late Antiguity (The T
Heritage,33). Betkeley (CA) 2002, p. 158-20%:

J, Daviller,"Chaldéen (droie)’ in R Naz (ed:
igne 3, Paris 1942, P- 192-388. :

1, Dawvillicr = C, De Clercq, Le mariage en
1936, 11 EJ >

8, Ebeid, The Christology of the Church qfﬂw LA
Jogical Statements and Professions of Faith o
Church of the East before A.D. Gix'
83 (2016), p. 353 403

P Escolan, Monachisme et Eglise. Le monachisme syrie
wn ministére charimatique (Théologie bistorig)

1M, Fiey, dusyrie Chrétienne. Bet Glarmai, Bét.
vol. 111, Beirut 1968.

J-M. Fiey, ‘Chréticntés syriaques du Hordsin
86 (1973), p- 75104

1.-M. Ficy, Communaneés sytisques en lran et
Reprints), London 1979.

M. Ficy, Nisibe métropole syrinque oricntale et ses
Jouns, Louvain 1977, i

K. Fitschen, Messalianiomus und Antimessalianism
(Y.’L'ﬂ.‘.ﬂgtlrbfd)re. Gﬁtdng:n 1998, d

8. Giero, Harseuma of Nisibis and Persian Chj
1 (CSCO 436), Louvain 1981. ;

5. Gerd, "Die antiasketische Bewegung im persisch
zoraastrischer Ethik?', in R. Lavenant (ed))
1pde: Les contaces du mande syriague avec les
Septemshre 1980) (Orientalla Christiani Ana
191

S. H. Griffich, "Asceticism in the Church .,esﬂ,.f -
Monasccism’, in V. L. Wimbush ~
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