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SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

This research scrutinizes the emergency measures adopted by some
OSCE member states under the pretext of fighting 'fake news' in the
context of COVID-19 pandemic against human rights standards,
international treaties and conventions and international costumary

law. The study relies mainly on primary sources.
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INFODEMIC: MYTHS AND RUMORS

Infection disease outbreaks are invariably characterized by myths
and rumors, boosted by social media accounts, that media often pick
up and circulate.

Under the justification to avoid panic and confusion, and to combat
'fake news' during the COVID-19 pandemic, some governments took
emergency measures that curtail the freedom of information.

The lack of a legal definition of the term 'fake news' leaves room for
arbitrary and broad interpretations.

EMERGENCY LEGISLATION

Decrees issued during the state of emergency — including the
practice of detaining journalists for their work and the abuse of pre-
trial detention and Internet censorship — sound like measures
adopted to restrict the freedom of expression and the freedom of
the media, and to shout down dissenting voices.

Under the pretext of fighting the pandemic, governments have
adopted emergency measures that would not usually conceivable
nor adoptable. States have gone beyond their prerogatives and
constitutional limits, ending up by unduly squeezing the

fundamental rights of their citizens.
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CONCLUSIONS

Any kind of pressure against journalists has an immediate
consequence, not only on them but also on the public’s right to be
informed.

Media play a key role in providing important information to the
public, and a pluralistic and vibrant media landscape is indispensable
to any democratic society.

Access to information and a free working environment are therefore
essential and need to be ensured at all times, even under state of
emergency.

GOVERNMENT

Authorities cannot invoke the state of emergency or national
security as a motivation to suspend or limit fundamental human
rights. The fight against COVID-19 can be a pretext for restricting civil

liberties.
E The full study is published in: COVID-19
Infodemic: Fake News, Real Censorship.
Information and Freedom of Expression in
Time of Coronavirus, Europea, 10 (lssue 2,

November 2020, Year V), 147-170. DOI:
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