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CrossingtheBoundaries AnInterview
withChineseSFWriterXiaJia①

ChiaraCigarini XiaJia

Abstract ThesciencefictionwriterXiaJia autonym WangYao  isalsoa
researcherandactress andcurrentlyanassociateprofessoratXi􀆶an
JiaotongUniversity Herproduction well-knownas􀆵porridgescience
fiction  softerthanthe􀆵soft one is markedbyacontinuous
boundary-crossing whichleadsrealityandfictiontochaseeachother
andmingletogether Thisinterviewisconductedtoshedlightsonthis
prominentChinesesciencefiction writer andtobetterunderstand
Chinesesciencefictioninaglobalsetting Intheinterview the
interviewerandintervieweeaddresstheproblemofcrossingtheboundary
betweenthesentimentalandtechnological reasonandmagic history
andfuture internationalapproachandChineseroots mainstreamand
marginalization writingandtranslation sciencefictionandlife 
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跨 界:中国科幻作家夏笳专访

ChiaraCigarini,夏笳

摘 要:科幻作家夏笳 (本名王瑶)也是一名研究者和演员,目前在西

安交通大学任职副教授。她的创作被称为 “稀饭科幻”———比

“软科幻”更软的科幻,也有着跨界流动的特征,其间现实与虚

构相互追逐混融。本采访旨在进一步了解这位重要的中国科幻
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作家,并在全球背景下更好地理解中国科幻。在本次采访中,
采访者和受访者主要讨论了诸多跨界问题:情感与技术,理性

与魔法,历史与未来,国际化手段与中国根源,主流与边缘,
科幻写作、翻译与生活。

关键词:中国科幻 夏笳 跨界

WangYao 王瑶  knownwidelybyherpennameXiaJia 夏笳  belongs
tothebalinghougenerationofyoungwriters—thosewhoborninthe1980s 
Celebratedforher􀆵porridgesciencefiction  XiaJiaaddressesissuesof
traditionalethicsandsocietythroughthesentimentalandthetechnological 
SheiscurrentlyanassociateprofessoratXi􀆶anJiaotongUniversity having
studiedPhysicsatBeijing University butgettinga Ph D degreein
ComparativeLiteratureundertheguidanceof􀆵academicstar DaiJinhua 戴

锦华  Domestically XiaJiahaspublishedsciencefictioncollectionssuchas
TheDemon-EnslavingFlask(《关妖精的瓶子》,2012)andATimebeyond
YourReach (《你无法抵达的时间》,2017),andmanyotherspublishedin
Westernvenuesincluding Clarkesworld andInvisible Planets Beyond
academiaand publishing her work hasearned prestigiousrecognition 
winningsevenGalaxyAwardsforChineseScienceFiction 中国科幻银河奖 
aswellassixNebulaAwardsforScienceFictionandFantasyinChinese 全

球华语星云奖  whichcurrentlyarethetwomostimportantliteraryprizes
forsciencefictioninChina XiaJiaalsowrotethescreenforthescience
fictionshortfilm Parapax  2007  in whichsheherselfstarredasa
protagonistwhobearsthreedistinctidentitiesacrossparalleluniverses 

OnoneofherrecentvisitstoItalyin2019 wehadtheopportunityto
discusssomeofherworksandtheworldbetweenlifeandmagic thepastand
thefuture lifeandsciencefiction 

ChiaraCigarini ManyofyourstorieshavebeentranslatedintoEnglish
andyouranthologyhasjustbeenpublishedinItaly FestadiPrimavera
editedbyFutureFiction  TheAmericanauthorKenLiu thefirsttranslator
youworkedwith oncesaid􀆵sciencefictionistheliteratureofdreams and
dreamsalwayssaysomethingaboutthedreamer andthedreaminterpreter  
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Inyourexperience what􀆳stheroleplayedbytheinteractionbetween􀆵the
dreamer and􀆵thedreaminterpreter  

XiaJia Thecollaborationbetweenthewriterandthetranslatorisvery
important KenLiuandItranslatedeachother􀆳sworksandwecorresponded
alottodiscussallthedetailsandstrategiesduringsuch works We
understandandrespecteachother􀆳scultures weappreciateeachother􀆳s
writingsandcapturethevoicesandconnotationsinthosewritingswell most
importantlyandluckily wearebothgoodenough writersinourown
languagestointerpreteachother􀆳sdreamsloyallyandbeautifully Such
collaborationis kind of mostchallenging and fascinatingintercultural
communication 

Whentranslating mystory 􀆵A Retrospectto RememberaSpring
Festivalin2044 (《2044年春节纪事》) Kenbrilliantlycapturedthedelicate 
bittersweetvibeofChineseSpringFestival Healsochoseaplain humorous
narrativestyle whichsoundedlikesharingstorieshappeningtoyourown
relativesandneighbors Besides asanexperiencedwriter Kenconsidered
thetargetmarketandtheinterestofEnglishreadershipaswell Theoriginal
versionisconsistedofsixflashstories Worryingitmightbetoolongtobe
publishedinanormalmagazine hesuggestedtopruneonestorytobetterfit
themedium Asforthetitle hesuggestednottobesonumericallyaccurate 
sincetheyear2044impliedapredicationofthefuture whichwasnotthe
purposeofthestory Thefinaltitleis􀆵SpringFestival Happiness Anger 
Love Sorrow Joy  whichIthinkfitsbetterthantheoriginalone 

ChiaraCigarini HanSong 韩松 b 1965  oneofthemostfamous
Chinese science fiction writers permeates his writing with ghastly
atmospheresinfusedwiththesupernatural AlsootheryoungwriterslikeFei
Dao 飞刀 b 1983  whosestyleoftenremindsoffantasticstories orChen
Qiufan 陈楸帆 b 1981  anauthorexploringtheborderbetweenmagicand
religion produce likeyou workswithmagicalelementsnotexplainableby
reason Why Shouldwetalkaboutscience-fantasyormagicalrealism 

XiaJia Science-fantasyandmagicalrealismaretrickyterms Science
fictionreadersmentionthem withafeelinglike theymaybewell-written
stories butnot􀆵hard enoughtoberegardedas􀆵proper SF very
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problematiccriteria whichIwouldnotargueabouthere  Meanwhile critics
praisethebestworksofsuchcategoryas􀆵metaphoricrepresentationof
reality  implyingthatrealismissupremeforliterary writing whichis
problematicaswell WhatIbelieveisthatallspeculativewritings nomatter
scientific fantasticormagicalrealistic provideusanestrangedpointofview
toreflecton ratherthantoreflect theso-called􀆵reality  whichis
substantiallythedominatingideologysharedbythemajority 

I􀆳mbasicallymaterialistic Idon􀆳tbelieveingods ghostsorsupernatural
things Ibelievesciencehasitsboundaries though It􀆳sbothchallengingand
attractingfor metoimaginehow scientificand non-scientificelements
encounterandinteractwitheachotherontheboundaries Idon􀆶twrite
fantasystorieswherepeoplejustusewhitemagictofulfilltheirwishes I
writenarrativesthathaverealtechnologyinit toexplorehowwecoulduseit
toimprovepeople􀆳slives Atthesametime I􀆶malwayswonderinghowto
explorethealternativepossibilitiesoutsidetheworldgovernedbyreasonand
technology toenvision how thecoldrulescan be broken bycertain
unimaginablepower Insuchstories themagicalelements likeghostsor
monsters functionassymbolsoftherepressedalterity whichcontainsthe
revolutionarypotential 

ChiaraCigarini A TimebeyondYourReachisthetitleofyourlatest
collectionofshortstories andaswecanassumefromthetitle timeiscentral
notjustforsciencefiction butforyourspecificwritings What􀆳stherole
playedbytimeinyourstories 

XiaJia Let􀆳sanswerthisquestionthroughthreeofmyshortstories
includedinthatcollection thefirstone 􀆵EternalSummerDream (《永夏之

梦》) followsamaleimmortalandafemaletimetravelermeetingatvarious
momentsinhistory It􀆳sbasicallyaromanticstory whilewhatItryto
exploreishowthesetworadicallydifferentindividualscomestounderstand
eachother 

Thesecondstory􀆵A TimeBeyondYourReach concernsaninnately
tardygirlattractedbyaninnatelyswiftboy andherpainfuleffortsto
transcendtheinvisibleboundarytogetaccesstohim tobecomevisibleinhis
view Astoryiskindoflike􀆵TheLittle Mermaid or􀆵Letterfroman
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UnknownWomen withsciencefictionelements 
Lastbutnotleast mystory􀆵On MiloRiver (《汨 罗 江 上》) isa

narrativecenteredaroundT-mail atechnologysimilartoE-mail allowing
userstosendmessagestothepastandthefuture Thisstoryisdedicatedto
myfriendandfellow writerLiu Wenyang 柳文扬 b 1970  whopassed
awayin2007 Torelievemyselffromthesadness Iimaginedhowthings
wouldbeifIfinallygetachancetocorrespondwithhiminmytwilightyears 
talkingaboutSFwriting lifeanddeath timeandpossibilities 

Inallthethreestories peopleliveindifferentdimensionsoftime 
experiencetheirworldsdiversely andtrytofindwaystocrosstheboundaries
oftime I􀆳vealwaysbeenfascinated withthethemesof􀆵crossingthe
boundaries  boundariesbetweendifferentworlds differentculturesand
differentheterotopias 

ChiaraCigarini You􀆳reoneofthe mostinterestingyoung Chinese
sciencefictionwritersofagenrewhoseestranging􀆵newsetting and􀆵new
things areoftensetinthefuture Ifinanhistory-orientedcountrylikeItaly 
thisdimensionissometimesperceivedasanemptypoliticalsloganorasa
distantimagination associated with SF movies ratherthan something
approachingandreal ThefutureinChinaissaidtocoincidewiththepresent 
Canyoutelluswhatdoyouthinkaboutthefuture Isitsomethingyoucan
buildwithyourownhands aplacetomaximizethespaceforfreeexpression 
oralongendlesspathtowardCommunism 

XiaJia AsWilliamGibsonsaid 􀆵Thefutureisalreadyhere—it􀆳sjust
notveryevenlydistributed  Lookat forexample thenewapp-based
technologiessuchaswaimai affordabledeliveryfood andtaobao massive
onlineretail  Ononesidetheyareverycharmingandconvenient onthe
other theycauseeven moredamagetotheenvironmentandpush more
workerstobecontrolledandexploitedbyglobalcapitalism When we
complainabouttheloomingprospectslikeairpollution politicalchanges 
globalwarfareandtheunevendistributionofresources fewofusknowwhat
responsibilitiesweshouldtakeforthat neitherwhatplanwecouldfollowto
changethat 

Thedifficultyisthatthereisnopreparedanswer Abetterworldwould
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notcomebyitself Wecannotgobacktothepre-moderntime andit􀆳stime
toimaginedifferentwaystolive toimaginesomesustainablealternativesto
ourmoderncivilization notonlysetinspace buthereonEarth 

Asateacherandasciencefictionwriter Ifeelit􀆳smydutytoencourage
myreadersandmystudentstothinkdifferently Forthispurpose manyof
mystoriesaredevelopedfromrealquestionswhichkeepperplexingmeandI
trytogivepossiblesolutions Onesuchstoryis􀆵WaitingfortheCloud (《等
云来》) notpublishedintoEnglishyet  astorybasedonmyownexperience
asavolunteerteacherinavillageschoolinYunnanProvince Lifethere
seemssoincrediblyremotefrom sciencefiction whilechangeseemsso
unthinkable Dwellingonthistopicforsevenyears Ifinallycameupwitha
solution basedonanimaginedtechnologycalledLINGcloud madeupof
components made from nano carbon and water molecules allowing
LINGcloudtofloatintheairlikerealclouds Thistechnologycouldstoreand
transmitdata anditcouldchangeitsshape colourandtextureatwillto
createafantasy-likesimulationbyemulatingallsortsofthree-dimensional
visual auditory olfactoryandeventactileorsensorysignals Inmystory a
youngfemalevolunteerteacherbroughtasmallpieceofLINGcloudwithher
andtraveledallthe waytoavillageschooltoconductapedagogical
experiment tochangethepupils􀆶studyenvironment Whatiscrucialhereis
notonlytheimaginedtechnologyitselfbutalsohowpeoplemakeuseofit 
Suchsolutionrequiresrealimagination 

ChiaraCigarini Yourstoriesareimbued withelementstakenfrom
ancient Chinese philosophy traditionalcustoms and old tales these
fragmentsofthepastappearhereandthereinyourproduction asthesetof
thingsthatagrandfathercouldhavepasseddowntohergranddaughter To
sayitbriefly anothercommonthemeofyourstoriesistradition Isthat
right Whatcanyoutellusaboutthis 

XiaJia AsFredericJamesonputsit 􀆵ScienceFictionisgenerally
understoodastheattempttoimagineunimaginablefutures Butitsdeepest
subjectmayinfactbeourownhistoricalpresent  Whathappenedinthepast
neverdieout butkeephauntingaroundasspecters Onceweloseour
understandingoftherichnessandthecomplexity ofthe history our
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imaginationofthefuturewouldhavenowaytogobuttoshrinkintothe
oversimplified one-dimensionalversions 

Inmyownwriting thoughmostofthestorieshappeninthefuture they
arefocusedontherelationshipbetweentheoldandtheyoung thefutureand
thepast whichisalsoakindof􀆵crossingtheboundariesoftime  One
approach asImentioned istointroducefantasticelementslikeghostsand
monstersintosciencefictionnarratives tocallbacktherepelled torevive
therepressed AnotheroneIadoptedmoreinrecentyears istospanthe
intergenerationalboundaries toreevaluatethepotentialshiddenintheold 

Mystory􀆵Tongtong􀆳sSummer (《童童的夏天》)wasacontributionto
Upgraded acyborgthemeanthologyeditedby NeilClarke Thestory
happenedinanearfutureChinesefamily mainlybetweenthegrandfatherand
thegranddaughter depicting how theformerbecameacyborg whilst
transformingthefutureofthehumanityinapositiveway Theinspiration
camefrommyowngrandparentsaswellasotheroldpeopleIknew They
experiencedwarsandrevolutions theyneverlosthopeevenintheirdeclining
years Theywerenotoldwastestobeeliminated butrealheroesinmy
view 

ChiaraCigarini Inyourstories China􀆳stransformationintoafuturistic
countryhasbeenconnectedwiththemodernizationprocess Canyoutellus
moreaboutitandhowitisdepictedinyourwriting 

XiaJia SciencefictioninChinastartedtodevelopintheearly20th
century energizedbythehopesandthefearsintheprocessofmodernization 
Thefirstsciencefictionnovel AFutureofNewChina (《新中国未来记》) 
wasserializedin1902 Thisworkusedaretrospective􀆵futureperfect mode
tosketchouthowChinahadbeenmetamorphosedfromanancientempireinto
amodernnation-state throughaseriesofpoliticalandeconomicreforms
since1902to1962 􀆵Toimagineanunimaginablefuture isdeeplyrootedin
thecultural-politicalpracticeofChinesepeople whichrequiresnotonlynew
scienceandtechnology butalsothechangeofbodiesandmindsofcitizens 

Thebiggestchallengetoday asImentioned istoimaginealternativesto
therealtowriteaboutpossiblesolutionstoproblemsbroughtaboutby
moderncivilization Iexploredthistopicinmy􀆵ChineseEncyclopedia (《中
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国百科全书》)series whichdepictedtechnologicalandsocialchangesinnear
futureChina suchasfutureeducationin􀆵WaitingfortheCloud  

ChiaraCigarini Sciencefiction writinghasalongtraditionofmale
domination Asweknow themajoritymastersintheWesternsciencefiction
aremale eveniftherewastheprominentfeministsciencefictionwriting
emerginginthe1960s AnditisthesameinChina asweseemostofthe
post-80􀆳syoungsciencefictionwritersaremaletoo nottomentiontheolder
generation So howdoesitfeeltobeafemalewriterinamale-dominated
field HowdoyouenvisionthefutureoffemaleChinesesciencefiction 

XiaJia 􀆵Femalesciencefiction isanothertrickyterm Sincethe􀆵great
tradition ofsciencefictionisnotoriouslymasculine beingtaggedas􀆵female 
alwaysimpliesdiscriminationandmarginalization whichisevenmoretruefor
theworksbeingappraisedaseither􀆵sohardandgrandthatdoesn􀆳tfeellike
byawoman􀆳shands or􀆵withoutstandingfemalecharacteristics  Iusedto
rejecttobeemphasizedasafemalewriterforthisreason butmymind
changedinrecentyears Youridentityasamarginalizedgroupofgender or
age culture socialclassorwhatsoever couldbetakenasanadvantageto
reflecton􀆵thenormal  toembracedifferencesandtoimaginealternatives 
ThatiswhatIlearnedfromthefemalemasterslikeUrsulaK LeGuinand
OctaviaE Butler 

Thenumber offemalesciencefiction writersin China has been
dramaticallyincreasinginthepastthreedecades WhatI􀆶mhappytosayis
thattheirconcernsandstylesaremoreandmorediverse andit􀆳smoreand
moredifficulttoconcludestereotyped􀆵femalecharacteristics fromtheir
works Femalefiguresalso playleading rolesin publishing cultural
industry academicsresearch andfan community Ihopealloftheir
contributionscouldbeevaluatedrightlywithoutanygenderdiscrimination I
alsohopeonedaypeoplewouldstopaskingmequestionslike􀆵howcoulda
girlread writesciencefiction  

ChiaraCigarini Thetitleofyourshortstory􀆵IfonaWinter􀆳sNighta
Traveler (《寒冬夜行人》)remindsmeofastoryofthesamenamefromthe
authorItaloCalvino What􀆳stheroleplayedbythiswriterinyourwriting 

XiaJia CalvinohasinfluencedmorethanonegenerationofChinese
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literaryyouth Heletmeknowthepowerofhumanimagination thecharm
ofstorytelling aswellastheplayfulnessofintertextuality ManyyearsagoI
wroteastoryentitled􀆵Maka (《马卡》) whichadoptedthesimilarstructure
ofCalvino􀆳sIfona Winter􀆳sNightaTraveler Themaincharactersells
storiesforaliving whoshowssevenbeginningsofdifferentstoriestohis
guests butwithoutanyending Itwasactuallyalazywaytomakeuseofmy
unfinishedstories andIhadfunfromdoingthis 

Asformystory􀆵IfonaWinter􀆳sNightaTraveler  itusedtobepartof
alongerstory􀆵CrossingtheRiver (《涉江》) whichputstogetheraseriesof
onlinepostsinvolvingafictionaltechnologynamed􀆵LINGmemorial  andits
maintopicishowtorememberthedeceasedinthedigitalage Thenarratorin
􀆵IfonaWinter􀆳sNightaTraveler  alibrarian tellsanextremelystrange
methodthatagroupofreaderschosetocommemorateanunfamedpoet So
youmayagreethatnotonlythisstorybutalso􀆵CrossingtheRiver itselfis
ofaveryCalvinostyle 

ChiaraCigarini You􀆳renotonlyasciencefictionauthor butalsoa
professor a Ph D graduatedin Comparative Literaturefrom Beijing
UniversitywithadissertationonChinesesciencefictionsince1990s and
you􀆳rerecentlyspendingayearasavisitingscholarintheU S atUniversity
ofCalifornia Riverside Canyoutellussomethingaboutyourmostrecent
researchthere Howdoesitfeeltobethesubjectandobjectofthesame
researchanalysis 

XiaJia BasicallyIhavebeenfollowinganapproachofMarxismscience
fictionstudiesandculturalmaterialismtoinspectChinesesciencefiction to
interpretitshistoricalconditionaswellasitscultural-politicalpotentials 
RecentlyI􀆶mtryingtolearnmoreaboutsciencefictionfromculturesother
than WASPtraditioninordertoputChinesesciencefictioninabigger
picture MeanwhileI􀆶mpreparingformysciencefictioncurriculuminChina 

I􀆶vebeenusingmypennameXiaJiaformysciencefictionpublication as
wellasmyautonymWangYaoforacademicpublication Butsometimesthese
twoidentitiesarenoteasytobedistinguishedclearly LastsummerIwas
invitedtobethediscussantatapanelonChinesesciencefiction whereone
paperbyanAmericanresearcherwasonmyworks Itwasabitembarrassing
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butalsointerestingtorespondtosuchdiscussion Suchprocessprovidedme
anotherpointofviewtoreexaminemyownworks bothbroadeningand
deepeningmyownunderstandingofcertaintopics 

ChiaraCigarini Inthepresentcommercialworld literaryproductionis
closelyintermingledwiththemarketinmanyfacets Withthehelpofmedia
development someChinese writershave madeabig money withtheir
writings Inyouropinion what􀆳sthecurrentrelationshipbetweenthemarket
andsciencefictionwriting Hasthemarketdemandimpacteduponyour
production 

XiaJia Sciencefiction marketin Chinahasbeenexploding With
multipleplatformsandmedias newmodesofproductionofsciencefictionare
emerging whiletheoldonesshapedinthe1990s primarilycenteredaround
theonlysciencefictionmagazineScienceFictionWorld (《科幻世界》) are
declining SomepeoplebelievethatChinesesciencefictionissteppinginto
􀆵themultimediaage from􀆵themagazineage  justlikewhatAmerican
sciencefictionhasundergoneinthepastdecades Inthatcase theformsand
eventheconceptsof􀆵sciencefictionwriting willdramaticallytransform 

RightnowpersonallyIdon􀆶tfeeltoomuchpressurefromthemarket 
Sciencefictionformeismorelikeawayofliferatherthanawayforaliving 
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