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S���� B�������� is an Associate Professor 
teaching South Asian languages, literature and 
cultures at “L’Orientale” University of Naples in 
Italy. His research interests include languages, 
literature and cultures of Pakistan; oral traditions in 
Balochistan (both in Pakistan and Iran); itinerant 
musicians, folk singers and storytellers in southwest 
Asia, and the presence of African musical culture in 
southwestern Pakistan and southeastern Iran.

G��� P����� B������ (PhD in the Ancient Near East 
2005) is Tenured Lecturer (2018–) at “L’Orientale” 
University of Naples (Italy), where he has been 
teaching Elamite language since 2010. He has 
worked since 2003 on the Iranian–Italian joint 
Project DARIOSH (Digital Achaemenid Royal 
Inscription Open Schema Hypertext).

M����� D� C����� is Maître de Conférences 
(Associate Professor) at the “Inalco” (Institut 
National de Langues et Civilisations Orientales) of 
Paris, where he has been teaching Pashto language 
and Iranian Philology since 2012. He has participated 
in many research projects on different Iranian 
languages, such as Khotanese, Pashto and Balochi, 
and on folktales in Iranian languages.         a
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Iranian Studies in Honour of Adriano V. Rossi 

collects more than fifty essays by foremost 

scholars and young researchers from South 

Asia, the Middle East, Europe and the USA. The 

topics range from Iranian philology and linguis-

tics to history and archaeology. This two-part 

Festschrift is offered to Adriano V. Rossi by the 

Department of Asian, African and Mediter-

ranean Studies of “L’Orientale” University of 

Naples (Italy) and is introduced with a foreword 

by Elda Morlicchio (Rector) and Michele 

Bernardini (Head of the Department).        a

A������ V. R���� has worked as a full professor 

o f I r a n i a n L i n g u i s t i c s a t “ L’ O r i e n t a l e ” 

University of Naples (Italy) since 1980. Retired 

in 2017, he has been unanimously appointed as 

Professor Emeritus in 2019. He is President of 

I S M E O – I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 

Mediterranean and Oriental Studies (Rome) 

since 2016. In this and many other institutional 

roles (also as Rector of “L’Orientale” from 1992 

until 1998) he has greatly fostered the knowl-

edge of South Asia, the Middle East and their 

languages. Author of hundreds of essays on 

historical and descriptive linguistics (on Old 

Persian, Elamite, Parthian, Middle Persian, 

Sogdian, Kurdish, Balochi, New Persian, Urdu 

and Indo-European languages), socio- and 

ethnolinguistics, lexicography, didactics of the 

languages of the Middle East and South Asia, 

political history of East Asia and the Indian 

subcontinent, history of Oriental studies in Italy 

and Europe, and so on.        a
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