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I study the relationship between income inequality and public spending in education in a 

voting model. Voters collectively choose the uniform quality level of public education, the 

amount of a public good, and the tax rate on labor income. Parents can decide to opt-out 

of the public education system by purchasing private education at the desired quality level, 

and children’s expected income is assumed to be increasing in the quality of education. I 

show that higher income inequality is associated with higher governmental spending in 

education if and only if the expected marginal returns to education are larger for the chil- 

dren of relatively low income parents. In turn, better public education tends to reduce 

future inequality. These results are consistent with most findings in the empirical litera- 

ture about public investment in education. Lastly, I show that for other kind of publicly 

provided goods, such as health care, the relationship with income inequality exhibits an 

ambiguous or opposite sign. 

© 2019 University of Venice. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

What is the effect of an exogenous increase in income inequality on the level of public intervention in public education

in a democratic country? Does such effect mitigate income inequality of future generations? This paper attempts to provide

a theoretical framework to answer these questions. The relationship between the degree of governmental intervention in the

provision of good and services and the features of the population in democratic political systems has been a major topic of

research in Political Economy. Traditional models typically imply a positive relationship between the size of the intervention

and income inequality ( Meltzer and Richard, 1981 ). The reason is that such policies tend to have redistributive effects 1 ,

thus an increase in the public provision favors the relatively low income part of the voting population. This has important

consequence in a voting model because of two factors. First, an increase in income inequality is associated with an increase

in the share and the political power of the relatively low income voters. Second, traditional models do not allow voters to

access to other redistributive policies such as lump-sum grants because of technical constraints. Thus, unsurprisingly, such

models usually imply a positive relationship between income inequality and the size of any kind of policy with redistributive

effects. Empirical evidence suggests that this relationship may hold true only for certain kinds of policies, for instance public

education, but it may not hold true for other policies with redistributive effects such as social security and public health.

In this paper I attempt to disentangle voters’ preferences for redistribution from their demand for public education by

allowing them to choose both the size of in-cash redistribution -through a flexible tax system- and the quality of public

education. This implies that the policy space is multidimensional. In this setting, the specific features of the public provision

of education play an important role in determining the relationship between the size of public intervention and the degree

of income inequality. Specifically, the presence of private alternatives to public education and the possibility of opting-out
E-mail address: vdotti@wustl.edu 
1 Such effects are typical consequences of in-kind policies and are achieved even if no income redistribution occurs. For a definition see Appendix A. 
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of the public sector are crucial in shaping the results. Because of these reasons, both a multidimensional policy space and

the possibility of opting-out are essential features of this analysis. Unfortunately, both such modeling choices are source of

well-know problems of existence of a voting equilibrium in the traditional deterministic Downsian framework. Thus, I adopt

a Probabilistic Voting framework that allows one to tackle both issues, and I use it to study voters’ behavior in a model

of parental investment in education. I find that public intervention in education may be affected by income inequality not

because of its redistributive effects, but because of the peculiar way in which the provision is delivered. I derive analytical

conditions for a positive relationship between income inequality and quality of the publicly provided education. I find that

the sign of this relationship is positive if the expected marginal returns to public education are decreasing in parental

income. This is consistent with recent empirical evidence, and can be due to credit constraints that induce relative low

income parents to underinvest in their children. Moreover, I show that if this condition is met, then an increase in the

quality of public education reduces income inequality in the next generation. 

The paper is structured as follows. In Section 2, I describe the findings of the empirical literature about the relationship

between public provision of education and income inequality and how the theoretical literature has tackled this question.

In Section 3, I present the voting model and the methodology I propose to study the sign of the relationship between the

equilibrium level of public provision of a good of interest and the degree of income inequality in the population of voters.

In Section 4, I apply these results to a model of parental investment in education in order to provide an answer to the main

question of the paper. In Section 5, I compare the predictions in Section 4 with the one that the same framework would

deliver for other kinds of publicly provided goods such as pure public goods and health insurance. Section 6 concludes

highlighting the achievements and the limitations of this analysis. 

2. Facts and literature 

There is a large empirical literature about the relationship between income inequality and governmental spending in

redistributive policies (see De Mello and Tiongson, 2006 for a review of this literature). On one hand the traditional theoret-

ical literature typically predicts a positive relationship between income inequality and size of redistribution ( Meltzer and

Richard, 1981 ). On the other hand, empirical evidence provides mixed results. Perotti (1996) finds no relationship be-

tween inequality and redistribution in democracies. Using data from the U.S. General Social Survey, Lind (2007) finds that

inequality between different groups reduces redistribution, while within group inequality increases it. A number of pa-

pers have found that support for redistribution and public goods provision is weaker in more unequal or more heteroge-

neous societies ( Alesina et al., 1999; Alesina et al., 2001; Goldin and Katz, 1997, Luttmer, 2001 ). A more recent paper by

Boustan et al. (2010) finds that rising inequality in cities and districts is associated with higher local revenue collection and

expenditures. The question becomes even more challenging if one in interested in modeling the degree of public intervention

in a specific policy with redistributive effects, such as public education. The literature about the relationship between income

inequality and public spending in education is limited and provides mixed evidence. A majority of empirical studies find ev-

idence of a positive correlation between income inequality and public intervention in schooling in cross-sectional studies

about U.S. states. Easterly and Rebelo (1993) using cross sectional country data show that high level income inequality tend

to be associated with future high level of public spending in education in the period 1970–1988. Sylwester (20 0 0) also

finds a weak but significant positive correlation between income inequality and future public spending in education, even

if the issue of reverse causality in the relationship is not completely addressed in his paper. Conversely, Corcoran and Evans

(2010) using a panel of U.S. school districts spanning 1970–20 0 0 find a negative relationship between inequality and local

spending in public education. Fig. 1 shows a small positive correlation between the pre-tax Gini index of income inequality

in 2013 and the public expenditure per capita in education in the 50 U.S. States ( American Community Survey, 2013 ). 
Fig. 1. Income Inequality vs Spending in Education in US States. 

Data Sources : 2013 Annual Survey of School System Finances, 2013 American Community Survey 
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The observed correlation is weak and may be due to several sources of endogeneity. In particular, one that has been

suggested in the literature is reverse causality. On one hand Political Economy models typically imply an important role

for income inequality in shaping the degree of public intervention in certain policies. On the other hand, part of the litera-

ture in public economics suggests that a uniform public investment in education may induce a fall in the degree of future

income inequality (see Coons et al., 1970; Sylwester, 2002 ). Nevertheless, the theoretical foundations of a positive effect

of uniform public education on future income inequality have been challenged by the theoretical literature ( Glomm and

Ravikumar, 2003 ), and the empirical evidence about this second channel is mixed (see Abdullah et al., 2015 for a review of

this literature). 

The theoretical literature in Political Economy has relied mostly on a specific theoretical framework to answer this ques-

tion. Specifically, unidimensional Downsian models ( Downs, 1957 ) are usually adopted to study the questions of this paper.

Such theoretical framework has the advantage that the policy chosen in a majority voting equilibrium corresponds to the

ideal policy of a specific individual ( pivotal voter ). This implies that comparative static results are easy to derive (see Ap-

pendix A for an example). The effect of a rise in income inequality on public investment in education in Downsian models

typically depends on some feature of voters’ preferences and on how public intervention interacts with market choices. For

instance, Ferná ndez and Rogerson (1995) show that in a model in which education is partially subsidized, poorer indi-

viduals may be excluded from obtaining an education and that increased inequality in the income distribution makes this

outcome more likely. Glomm (2004) adopt the Downsian framework and finds that the relationship between inequality and

the amount of redistribution through public education services depends on the elasticity of substitution between consump-

tion and the quality of education in the parents’ utility. He argues that for empirically relevant value of this parameter,

higher inequality generates less redistribution. Stiglitz (1974) has pointed out that the use of Downsian models to study this

question may be prone to some relevant theoretical issues. Namely, he has shown that if consumers are allowed to opt-out

of the public service in presence of private alternatives, then a Condorcet Winner may fail to exist. In detail, the existence

of a Condorcet Winner relies on the assumption that individual preferences satisfy some ordinal condition, such as single

peakedness . Such condition usually fails to apply if the opting-out occurs or if the policy space is multidimensional. More-

over, even when this approach is successful in characterizing a Political equilibrium (see Epple and Romano, 1996a; Epple

and Romano, 1996b; Glomm and Ravikumar, 1998; Gouveia, 1997; Naito and Nishida, 2012 ), it may be unsuitable to study

comparative statics and deliver some paradoxical results. For instance, a change in income inequality typically has non-zero

effect on the equilibrium level of public education even if, in absence of public intervention, all voters choose exactly the

same level of education on the private market. The reason is that in order to achieve single peakedness such models assume

a unidimensional policy space. This means that the degree of redistribution provided by the tax system is assumed to be

exogenous. The uniform provision of a good financed by tax revenues has redistributive effects. 2 Thus, low-income individ-

uals support a larger amount of public provision relative to the high-income simply because the model does not allow for

other endogenous forms of redistribution. In other words, a relatively poor voter can only achieve redistribution through

the provision of the good, thus she votes for larger level of provision relatively to the high income individuals. Lastly, higher

income inequality increases the political power of the less well-off, and this translates into larger governmental intervention

in education. Another way to think about the same mechanism is to notice that that in pivotal voter models -abstracting

from possible externalities- the collective demand for public provision of the good is equal to the private demand for the

good of an individual characterized by an income level and by a specific marginal tax-price for the good 

3 If the identity of

the pivotal voter changes, the marginal tax-price faced by the pivotal individual also changes. Thus, the sign of the overall

effect depends on the relative size of income and price elasticities. This example suggests that in those models the relation-

ship between income inequality and degree of public intervention in education is driven -at least to some extent- by the

redistributive effects of the provision rather than by the specific features of the good. An intuitive way to tackle this problem

is to include in the analysis at least another endogenous redistributive policy variable (for instance a uniform in-cash grant).

This would allow one to disentangle the social demand for redistribution from the one for public intervention in education.

Such modeling choice implies an increase in the dimensionality of the policy space. Unfortunately, the theoretical literature

has shown that the conditions for the existence of a Condorcet winner are extremely restrictive if the policy space is multi-

dimensional (See Grandmont, 1978; Plott, 1967 ). Because of this issue, a vast majority of Political Economy papers dealing

with questions of similar nature adopt a unidimensional choice space. 

The literature in Political Economy accounts for different classes of model that can tackle a less restrictive choice domain.

Citizen-candidate models ( Besley and Coate, 1991; 1997 ) allow for a multidimensional policy space but they are not suitable

for studying the problem of interest because they do not usually deliver sharp prediction about the equilibrium policy. This

is due to the multiplicity of equilibria that is a usual outcome in this models. More recent equilibrium concepts such as

the Party Unanimity Nash Equilibrium ( Roemer, 1999 ) also typically imply a large multiplicity of equilibria. Moreover, such

models lack of a useful characterization of the policy chosen in equilibrium that can be used to derive analytical compar-

ative statics results. Within this class of papers, the most relevant for this analysis is the work by Levy (2005) . She pro-

poses a new equilibrium concept based on coalitions in order to study how democratic societies choose the level of public
2 In the sense that low-income individuals pay a lower tax-price for the good relatively to its market price. The tax-price is defined as total taxes paid 

by the individual divided by the size of the public provision. 
3 Defined as the increase in taxes induced by a marginal increase in the provision. 
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intervention in education if redistribution in-cash is also available to voters. She allows individuals to differ in their income

and age and show that positive levels of provisions are possible in equilibrium. Nevertheless, such model is unsuitable for

the aims of this paper because of two reasons. First, in order to keep the problem tractable, the model assumes only two in-

come levels, thus only a limited class of comparative statics exercises can be performed. Second, the analysis does not allow

for opting-out , which is one of the main aspects of our analysis and it is crucial in order to understand how individuals with

different income levels are affected by the public provision of education. This paper adopts a Probabilistic Model because of

three appealing features. First, such models deliver existence and uniqueness of a voting equilibrium under relatively mild

restrictions even in multidimensional choice domains ( Banks et al., 2005; Enelow and Hinich, 1989; Lindbeck and Weibull,

1987 ). Secondly, the probabilistic nature of voters’ choice helps to smooth out the potential non-convexities in individual

preferences induced by opting-out in our problem. Third, departing from a pivotal voter equilibrium in favor of a concept in

which the equilibrium policy depends - in principle - on the entire distribution of voters’ preferences, allows one to link the

predictions of the model directly to some measure of income inequality, such as the variance of the income distribution. The

latter aspect differs from traditional deterministic voting models, in which the feature of income distribution that is relevant

for comparative statics is a measure of skewness , such as the mean-to-median ratio. The main shortcoming of this class of

models in analysing problems similar to the one that is the object of this paper is the lack of analytical tools to study the

effects of changes in the distribution of voter’s characteristics and the policy chosen in equilibrium. If one excludes some

specific cases in which the predictions collapse to some version of a pivotal voter result ( Banks et al., 2005 ), the equilib-

rium policy depends on the preferences of all voters, thus analytical comparative statics results are not as straightforward

to derive as in Downsian models. In two more recent papers de la Croix and Doepke (2009) and Arcalean and Schiopu

(2016) exploit a probabilistic voting framework to study the relationship between income inequality and public intervention

in education. They assume a parametric specification of the income distribution and of consumer preferences and a unidi-

mensional policy space. They find that higher inequality decreases public spending per student and increases enrollment in

public schools in poor economies, while the opposite holds in the rich ones. In this paper I propose a more general analyt-

ical result that links the variance of the income distribution and the equilibrium level of public intervention in a publicly

provided good. I do not impose strong parametric restriction on voters’ direct utility function other than quasilinearity in

consumption of a composite private good and additive separability in other goods. Moreover, I allow for a more general

income distribution, namely income is the sum of a continuously distributed variable with no parametric specification and

a uniform i.i.d. component. Details about the voting models are described in the next section. 

3. Probabilistic voting with non-convex preferences 

In this section I will present a relatively simple model of Probabilistic Voting that is substantially similar to the ones

that are prevalent in the literature, such as the one proposed by Lindbeck and Weibull (1987) , Enelow and Hinich (1989)

and Banks et al. (2005) . The key feature of these models is that the vote of every individual (or type of individual) is

not deterministic. This assumption eases dramatically the conditions for the existence of a Political Equilibrium when the

policy space is multidimensional in comparison with Downsian models. The shortcoming is that the characterization of the

equilibrium outcomes is not as simple as in Downsian models. In the next subsections I describe the setup of the voting

model and I provide sufficient conditions for existence and uniqueness of a political equilibrium in the case in which the

interaction between public and private provision of a good leads to possible non-convexities in voters’ preferences. Then I

derive the sign of comparative statics of interest in such environment. 

3.1. Setup 

The voting population consists of a continuum of size 1 of consumer-voters. They differ from each other only in a unidi-

mensional parameter w that is continuously distributed with c.d.f. ˆ R (θ, w ) and p.d.f. ˆ r (θ, w ) for some parameter θ ∈ [0, 1].

A feasible policy is a N -dimensional vector x ∈ X where X ∈ R N is a convex set such that X := { x ∈ R n : B ( x ) ≤ 0} and B ( x ) ≤ 0

is a constraint that ensures the feasibility of the policy. There are 2 parties: A and B . Before the election the two parties

simultaneously choose a feasible policy x A and x B , respectively. Denote with v ( x, w ) the indirect utility induced by policy x

to an individual with parameter w . Following Banks et al. (2005) , I define the expected vote share of type w voters for party

A given policies x A , x B as follows: 

P A (x A , x B , w ) = P [ v (x A , w ) − v (x B , w )] 

where P (·) is an increasing C 2 function. Hence the expected vote share for party A is: 

V 

A (x A , x B , θ ) = 

∫ w 

w 

[ P (v n (x A , w ) − v (x B , w ))] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

The expected vote share for party B given policies x A , x B is simply V B (x A , x B , θ ) = 1 − V A (x A , x B , θ ) . Each party maximizes the

expected share of votes 4 Notice that a large numbers of voters implies that the actual vote share is equal to the expected
4 Aranson et al. (1974) have shown that in Probabilistic Voting models this is equivalent to maximizing the expected plurality and, as the number of 

voters approaches infinity, it is also equivalent to maximize the probability of winning the elections. 
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share. So far, this setting is relatively standard and resembles the one in Banks et al. (2005) . In the next paragraph I am

going to impose additional restrictions to this model to allow for the interaction of public and private provision of a good. 

3.1.1. Interaction between public and private provision 

Denote with x i the i th element of the policy vector x and suppose that x i represents the degree of uniform public provi-

sion of a good that is also available on the private market. Examples of such goods are Education, Health Care, social security,

etc. Publicly provided goods may differ in the way in which the provision is delivered. In particular one can distinguish the

following cases. (i) Exclusive provision (socialization of commodities). The publicly provided good is not available on the pri-

vate market. This is typical in the case of some pure public goods such as national defense (an example is Usher, 1977 ). (ii)

Top-up goods. For this kind of goods the nature of the consumer choice is quantitative . Individuals receiving a certain level of

public provision can decide to supplement this quantity with private purchases. A typical example is Health insurance (see

Epple and Romano, 1996a; Gouveia, 1997 ). (iii) Opting-out goods. The nature of the consumer choice is qualitative in this

case, meaning that individuals can either enjoy the publicly provided good or purchase a different level of quality on the

private market (no supplementation occurs). This case is often claimed to represent a good description of the way in which

public education is provided in several countries ( Epple and Romano, 1996b; Stiglitz, 1974 ), although some supplementation

may occur. In this section I propose a general setting that allows for the interaction of Public and Private provision of a good

in the Probabilistic Voting Model described in the previous section. This setting applies for all cases (i); (ii) (iii) mentioned

above. In Sections 4 and 5 , I describe the different implications of these three cases. First, consider the indirect utility of an

individual with income w : 

v (x, w ) = max [ v n (x, w ) , v m (x, w ) ] 

where v m ( x, t ) is the indirect utility if the individual decides to purchase some positive amount of the good on the private

market and v n ( x, t ) is the indirect utility of an individual that does make any private purchase for the good of interest.

Notice that, even if v n ( x, w ), v n ( x, w ) are concave functions, the function v ( x, w ) may be neither differentiable in all the

points of his domain nor concave. In order to keep the problem tractable I will assume that v m (x, w ) − v n (x, w ) is monotone

weakly increasing in w ∀ x, w . This assumption implies that for each vector of policies x either v m ( x, w ) ≤ v n ( x, w ) for all

z -i.e. no opting-out occurs-, or v m ( x, w ) > v n ( x, w ) for all w -i.e. all individuals opt-out-, or there exists ̂  w (x ) such that 

v (x, w ) = 

{
v n (x, w ) i f w ≤ (≥) ̂  w (x ) 
v m (x, w ) i f w > (≤) ̂  w (x ) 

Party A ’s objective function becomes: 

V 

A (x A , x B , θ ) = 

∫ ˆ w (x A ) 

w 

[ P (v n (x A , w ) − v (x B , w ))] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w (x A ) 
[ P (v m (x A , w, m ) − v (x B , w ))] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

Following Banks et al. (2005) , in order to show that the voting game as a unique Nash equilibrium in pure strategies, one

has to show that (i) X is compact and convex, (ii) for each w , P [ v (x A , w ) − v (x B , w )] is jointly continuous in ( x A , x B ), (iii)

for each x A and x B , V 

A ( x A , x B , θ ) is strictly concave in x A and V 

B ( x A , x B ) is strictly concave in x B . In the setting proposed

in this paper, (ii) is ensured because P is continuous and v ( x A , w ), v ( x B , w ) are jointly continuous in ( x A , x B ). So one need

to show the condition under which (i) and (iii) are satisfied. Regarding (i) the condition is not trivially satisfied if one of

the good is publicly provided. Specifically, X may not be a convex set because B ( x ) may fail to be a convex function. This

can be the case, for example, for opting-out goods (see Epple and Romano, 1996b ). In the next sections, I am going to

show that convexity holds in the applications of this paper. Regarding (iii), V 

A ( x, x B ) ( V 

B ( x A , x, θ )) is strictly concave in x

for all x ∈ X if the Hessian matrix H 

A 
V 
(x ) ( H 

B 
V 
(x ) ) is negative definite. Lindbeck and Weibull (1987) have shown in a slightly

different setting that in the case of concave indirect utility function this condition is satisfied if the distribution of P is such

that p ′ [ v (x A , w ) − v (x B , w )] ≤ p̄ ′ for some positive p̄ ′ , where p ′ denotes the second derivative of the function P . This result

simply means that the function P is sufficiently “flat”. Here we have an additional condition to be satisfied. One can show

the following. 

Theorem 1. (Existence and Uniqueness). If there exist positive r̄ and p̄ ′ such that the distributions ˆ R (θ, w ) and P (d) satisfy

ˆ r (θ, w ) ≤ r̄ for all w and p ′ [ v (x A , w ) − v (x B , w )] ≤ p̄ ′ , then there is a unique equilibrium in pure strategies. The unique electoral

equilibrium is such that the two parties choose the same policy. 

Proof. See Appendix B.1 . �

The additional condition simply states that the distribution of the individual parameter w does not have peak with

excessively high density. Intuitively, this additional condition is required because a marginal change in the choice vector x

in this case has an additional consequence relatively to the standard case described in Lindbeck and Weibull (1987) . On

one hand, there is a direct effect of the change in x due to the change in the expected voting behavior of each type w ,

similar to the one of the standard analysis. On the other hand, there is also an indirect effect. Namely, the threshold ˆ w (x )

may change as a consequence of the change in policy, and the size of the effect of such change on the objective function

depends on the density of the distribution in a neighborhood of ˆ w (x ) . If such density is sufficiently low, then the effect of

the change in ˆ w (x ) is dominated by the direct effect. If the additional condition ˆ r (θ, w ) ≤ r̄ for all w is satisfied, not only
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existence and uniqueness of a Nash equilibrium in pure strategies are ensured, but also other properties of the standard

framework hold. Specifically, it is possible to show that an important welfare result holds in this setting as much as in

the convex case. Denote with V (x, θ ) = 

∫ w 

w 

v (x, w ) ̂ r (w, θ ) dw the utilitarian social welfare function and with x ∗( θ ) the policy

vector that maximizes V ( x, θ ) subject to the governmental budget constraint, i.e. x ∗(θ ) = arg max B (x ) ≤0 V (x, θ ) . One can state

the following Theorem. 

Theorem 2. (Utilitarian outcome). The policy chosen by both parties in equilibrium is the same as the policy that would be

chosen by an omnipotent Benthamite government, i.e. x A = x B = x ∗(θ ) . 

Proof. See Appendix B.2 . �

This result is very useful for the purposes of this paper because it reduces the study of the comparative statics of the

equilibrium policy outcome to the one of the utilitarian social optimum. 

3.2. Comparative statics 

In this section I describe the way in which a change in income inequality is defined in this paper. I assume that individual

productivity is given by the sum of two independent random variables Z ⊥ � such that w = z + ε. One can interpret this as

the sum of a component due to parental and public investment in early life plus an idiosyncratic i.i.d. component. Variables

z and ε have joint p.d.f. r ( z , ε, θ ) in the form 

5 : 

r(z, ε, θ ) = { f (z) + θ [ g(z) − f (z) ] } σ (ε) 

In order to impose an exogenous variation to the degree of inequality, I adopt the concept of Mean Preserving Spread (MPS).

Consider the marginal distributions of z at θ = 0 and θ = 1 , given by g ( z ) and f ( z ) respectively. Denote with G ( z ), F ( z ) the

correspondent marginal c.d.f.s. Distribution G is a MPS of F if and only if E g (z) = E f (z) and VAR g ( z ) > VAR f ( z ). Notice how

this concept is much more general and easy to interpret in comparison with the mean-to-median ratio that typically drives

the comparative statics in Downsian models. A mean preserving spread is imposed as follows: F, G are two c.d.f.s such that∫ z 
z [ G (z) − F (z) ] dz ≥ 0 for all z ≤ z (i.e. the distribution F Second Order Stochastically Dominates G ), and 

∫ z 
z [ G (z) − F (z) ] dz =

0 (i.e. z has same mean under G and F ). The expected value of productivity is given by: 

E(w ) = 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ε

ε
(z + ε) r(z, ε, θ ) dεdz = (1 − θ ) 

∫ z 

z 

z f (z) dz + θ

∫ z 

z 

zg(z) dz + 

∫ ε

ε
εσ (ε) dεdz = E f (z) + E σ (ε) 

Notice that a change in θ preserves the average of w . Moreover, independence implies that V ar(z + ε) = V ar(z) + V ar(ε) .

Thus, the effect of moving θ in a neighborhood of θ = 0 corresponds to the effect of increasing the variance of w keeping

the mean constant. Moreover, the derivative of the equilibrium value x ∗
i 

of a policy dimension i with respect to θ at θ = 0

corresponds to the comparative statics of interest. Lastly, in order to understand the effect of a marginal mean preserving

spread in the distribution of z on the equilibrium level of one policy variable, say x i , one can use the simple monotone com-

parative statics result that follows. Consider a subset of policy dimensions with index i ≤ L < N . Suppose that the utilitarian

social welfare function can be written in the form in the form V (x, θ ) = a (x, θ ) + 

∑ 

i<L e i (x i , θ ) and the government budget

constraint B (x, θ ) = b(x, θ ) + 

∑ 

i ∈ L δi (x i ) for some twice differentiable functions a, b, { e i , δi } L i =1 
. Suppose that a, b are constant

functions of x i for all i ≤ L . 

Lemma 3. (Monotonicity): If there exists at least one x j with N ≥ j > L such that (i) the solution of the maximization problem is

interior for x j , (ii) b ( x, θ ) is such that ∂b(x,θ ) 
∂x j 

= α ∂a (x,θ ) 
∂x j 

for some constant α, and if (iii) 
∂ 2 e i (x i ,θ ) 

∂ x i ∂ θ
≥ 0 ( ≤ 0 ), then x i is weakly

increasing (decreasing) in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗( θ ) . 

Proof. See Appendix B.1 . �

This result is relatively restrictive, but it will prove useful for the purposes of this paper. In the next section I show that

a simple model of public provision of a good financed by tax revenues satisfies the conditions of Lemma 3. 

3.2.1. General publicly provided good 

Suppose that w is a scalar individual parameter capturing some characteristics that are positively related to income, such

as productivity. Income is a weakly increasing function y of w . P m 

i 
represents the unitary cost for the public sector of a level

of public provision of good x i for each individual that purchase a positive amount of the good on the private market. P n 
i 

is the cost for an individual that consume exclusively the public provision. Notice that if an individual cannot supplement

the public provision, then P m 

i 
= 0 . Conversely, if the public provision can be perfectly supplemented and the government

also purchase the good on the private market, then P m 

i 
= P n 

i 
. Intermediate cases are possible (see Section 4.2 ). Denote with

π ( x ) ∈ [0, 1] the share of individuals that enjoys exclusively the public provision. Notice that π ( x ) is not affected by θ under

the assumptions stated in Section 3.2 . Lastly x l is the amount of another good that is provided by the government at price
5 Notice that the distribution of w would have the following p.d.f. ˆ r (w, θ ) = 

∫ + ∞ 
−∞ σ (w − z) r(z, θ ) dz. 
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P l per unit. This captures other public spending, such as provision of public goods. The choice of opting-out is endogenous,

thus the governmental budget constraint can be modeled in the form proposed here: 

B (x ) = −E w 

[ τ (x, w ) − λ(x, w )] + P n i x i π(x ) + P m 

i x i (1 − π(x )) + P l x l ≤ 0 

where x is a N × 1 vector of policy variables and τ (x, w ) − λ(x, w ) is strictly convex in x . In this setting τ ( x, w ) represents

the amount of taxes paid by an individual with productivity w under policy x and λ( x, w ) is a function capturing losses from

taxation with E w 

[ λx j (x, w )] = γ E w 

[ τx j (x, w )] for some j 
 = i, l and some constant γ . Lastly x i is the level of provision of the

private good of interest, and x l represents the public spending in other goods and services. For instance, one may consider a

tax system with a linear component and a lump-sum tax in the form τ (x, w ) = x 1 w − x 2 for x 1 ∈ [0, 1] and x 2 ∈ [0, E ( w )], and

loss function in the form λ(x, w ) = ̂

 λ(x 1 w ) + αx 2 for some convex function 

ˆ λ. Because of the presence of π ( x ) the budget

constraint may not be linear. I study a simple model with quasilinear utility in the form U 

n (c, x i , x l , w ) = c + u (x i , w ) +
d(x l , w ) for an individual that chooses to consume only the public provision, and in the form U 

m (c, x i , x l , w ) = c + υ(x i , w ) +
d(x l , w ) for and individual that purchase some positive amount on the private market, in which c is the consumption of

a composite private good. Notice that u, υ are (possibly non-constant) functions of the parameter w the reason of this

assumption will become clear in the next sections. The corresponding indirect utility functions conditional on choice of

provision are v n (x, w ) = y (w ) − τ (x, w ) + u (x i , w ) + d(x l , w ) and v m (x, w ) = y (w ) − τ (x, w ) + υ(x i , w ) + d(x l , w ) respectively.

Thus, the indirect utility of a voter is given by: 

v (x, w ) = max [ v n (x, w ) , v m (x, w )] 

Lastly, assume that in the neighborhood of the equilibrium, either (i) z − ε ≤ ˆ w (x ) ≤ z + ε or (ii) ˆ w (x ) ∈ { w , w } . Now in case

(i) one can define a threshold level ˜ ε(x, z) that satisfies v n (x, z + ˜ ε(x, z)) = v m (x, z + ˜ ε(x, z)) . In case (ii) one gets ˜ ε(x, z) = ε̄
if v n (x, z + ε) < v m (x, z + ε) for all ε; ˜ ε(x, z) = ε if v n (x, z + ε) >< v m (x, z + ε) for all ε. The utilitarian social welfare is given

by: 

V (x, θ ) = E[ y (z + ε) − τ (x, z + ε)] + 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ˜ ε(x,z) 

ε
u (x i , z + ε) kr(z, θ ) dεdz 

+ 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ε

˜ ε(x i ,z) 
υ(x i , z + ε) kr(z, θ ) d εd z − P x i π(x, θ ) + 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ε

ε
d(x l , w ) kr(z, θ ) d εd z 

Assume that r ( z, θ ) and k are such that the conditions of Theorem 1 are satisfied. Theorem 2 implies that the unique

equilibrium of the voting game corresponds to the vector of policies that maximizes V ( x, θ ). The quasilinearity of the utility

function simplifies the analysis because it implies that the threshold ˜ ε(x, z) is a constant function of x j for all j 
 = i . Moreover

it is easy to show that under the assumption stated π(x ) = k 
∫ z 

z [ ̃  ε(x, z) − ε] r(z, θ ) dz is also a constant function of x j for all

j 
 = i . An immediate consequence of Theorem 4 is that if the solution to the optimization problem is internal for x i , then the

sign of the effect of a marginal increase in θ on the equilibrium level of x i is given by the following Theorem. 

Theorem 4. If the solution to the utilitarian social welfare maximization problem is interior x k , and (ii)∫ z 
z [ υ122 (x i , z + ε̄ ) − u 122 (x i , z + ε) ] 

(∫ z 
z [ G (s ) − F (s ) ] ds 

)
dz ≥ 0 , then x i is weakly increasing in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗( θ ) . 

Proof. Notice that V ( x, θ ) and G ( x, θ ) satisfy all the assumptions of Lemma 3 for a (x, θ ) = E[ y (z + ε) − τ (x, z + ε)] , b(x, θ ) =
−E[ λ(x, w )] , e i (x i , θ ) = 

∫ z 
z 

∫ ˜ ε(x,z) 
ε u (x i , z + ε) kr(z, θ ) d εd z + 

∫ z 
z 

∫ ε
˜ ε(x i ,z) 

υ(x i , z + ε) kr(z, θ ) dεdz, δi (x i ) = P i x i π(x, θ ) , e l (x l , θ ) =∫ z 
z 

∫ ε
ε d(x l , w ) kr(z, θ ) d εd z and δl (x l ) = P l x l . Thus then x i is weakly increasing in θ in a neighborhood of the equilibrium

policy x ∗ if 
∂ 2 e i (x i ,θ ) 

∂ x i ∂ θ
≥ 0 , and weakly decreasing if 

∂ 2 e i (x i ,θ ) 

∂ x i ∂ θ
≤ 0 . �

Notice that 
∫ z 

z [ G (s ) − F (s ) ] ds is weakly positive by assumption, therefore the sign of the above depends on υ122 (x i , z +
ε̄ ) − u 122 (x i , z + ε) . 

3.2.2. Interpretation as weighted average 

Define function h over the support z ∈ [ z , ̄z ] . Specifically, h (z) = 

2 
∫ z 

z [ G (s ) −F (s ) ] ds 

V AR g (z) −V AR f (z) 
≥ 0 ∀ z ∈ [ z , ̄z ] . It is easy to show

that h ( z ) is weakly positive for all z ∈ [ z , ̄z ] , it integrates to 1 and it is inverse U-shaped. Thus, it can be in-

terpreted as the p.d.f. of a distribution with support [ z , ̄z ] and with higher density for central values of z . De-

note with E h the expectation under such distribution and with ˜ c = 0 . 5[ VAR g (z) − VAR f (z)] > 0 . One can rewrite∫ z 
z [ υ122 (x i , z + ε̄ ) − u 122 (x i , z + ε) ] 

(∫ z 
z [ G (s ) − F (s ) ] ds 

)
dz = ˜ c E h [ υ122 (x i , z + ε̄ ) − u 122 (x i , z + ε)] , thus the condition above can

thus be restated as follows. 

Corollary 5. If (i) the solution to the utilitarian social welfare maximization problem is interior for x k , and (ii) E h [ υ122 (x i , z +
ε̄ ) − u 122 (x i , z + ε)] ≥ 0 , then x i is weakly increasing in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗. 

Proof. Straightforward from Theorem 1 and the definition of h . �

Corollary 5 delivers the conditions for local monotonicity of the outcome of interest. In the next section I show how these

conditions have a useful economic interpretation if the model is applied to the study of public intervention in education. 
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4. Publicly provided opting-out good: public education 

In this section I assume that the good of interest is an opting-out good, such as public education. It is publicly provided

at a uniform quality level x i and is also available on the private market at a continuum of different quality levels q ∈ Q at

price Pq , with Q = [0 , q̄ ] for sufficiently large q̄ (one may assume a discrete number of quality levels with no changes in the

results, see Appendix C.1 ). Notice that with opting-out P m 

i 
= 0 , i.e. an opting-out individual has no cost for the government.

For simplicity I assume P n 
i 

= P, i.e. the price of quality on the private market is equal to the one faced by the government.

The first consequence of the opting-out assumption is that the governmental budget set may not be linear. In order to

understand why this is the case, consider the following way of modeling uniform provision of an opting out good. The total

cost of providing the quality x i is equal to the price per unit of quality P = P n times the quality x i times the number of

individuals that use the public service and the price per unit of quality P . Because the consumers-voters are a continuum

of size 1, this means that the total spending in public education is given by P x i π(x i ) = x i P 
∫ z̄ 

z 

∫ ˜ ε(x,z) 
ε kr(z, ε, θ ) d εd z. Lastly

assume that w is the marginal productivity of a worker and income y (w ) = w . This would be the case in a model with

labor supply if the labor market is perfectly competitive and labor supply is perfectly inelastic. The governmental budget

constraint is also more complex in comparison with the convex utility case because of the endogeneity of the threshold

˜ ε(x, z) as I described in Section 3.1 . The budget constraint has form: ∫ z 

z 

(∫ ε

ε
−[ τ (x, z + ε) − λ(x, z + ε)] kdε + P x i 

∫ ˜ ε(x,z) 

ε
kdε

)
r(z, θ ) dz + P l x l ≤ 0 

Consider the following simplified version of the Becker and Tomes (1986) model of parental investment in children’s edu-

cation, in which the utility of a parent with income w is a function of parents’ consumption c , of public spending in public

goods x l , and of the expected income of their children w 

s , i.e.: 

U(c, x i , w ) = c + d(x l , w ) + βE [ w 

s (x i , w ) | w ] 

Suppose a child’s future productivity w 

s is a function of the quality of education and of the endowment e ( w ) she receives

from her parents, plus an idiosyncratic i.i.d. ability νs . For simplicity, I assume e = w . This formulation describes a simple

transmission mechanism of human capital from parents to children. Education is provided by the government at uniform

quality level x i but other levels of quality q are available on the private market. Lastly, one may want to allow for positive

spillovers of education. This can be the case, for instance, if there are peer effects . The formula for the productivity of a child

with parents of type w and public education of quality x i is given by the following formula: 

w 

s (x i , w ) = 

{
ρt+1 [ H(x i , w ) + s (x i , φ) + νs ] i f public 

ρt+1 

[
Ȟ ( ̌q (w ) , w ) + s (x i , φ) + νs 

]
i f pri v ate 

where q̌ (w ) represents the quality of private education chosen among the levels available in the set Q , and H , Ȟ and

s are twice differentiable. The human capital production function of the child is allowed to differ between a child that

attends public school ( H ) relative to one that receive private education ( ̌H ). Assume that the first derivative H 1 ( x i , w ) is

finite for all x, w and that νs is independent of w, x and of the choice of the kind of education. Lastly, s ( x i , φ) represents

the spillovers from other children’s education. For instance, s ( x i , φ) could be the average human capital of other children

s (x i , φ) = φE w,ν [ w 

s (x i , w )] and therefore s (x i , φ) = 

φ
1 −φ

[ ∫ z̄ 
z 

∫ ˜ ε(x i ,z) 
ε H(x i , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz + 

∫ z 
z 

∫ ε
˜ ε(x i ,z) 

Ȟ ( ̌q , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz 

]
for some φ ∈ [0, 1). The objective functions of a parent choosing public education or private education respectively have

form: 

v n (x, w ) = ξw − τ (x, w ) + d(x l , w ) + βρt+1 [ H(x i , w ) + s (x i , φ) ] 

v m (x, w ) = max 
q ∈Q 

ξw − τ (x, w ) − P q + d(x l , w ) + βρt+1 

[
Ȟ (q, w ) + s (x i , φ) 

]
This corresponds to u (x i , w ) = H(x i , w ) + s (x i , w ) and υ(x i , w ) = Ȟ [ ̌q (w ) , w ] + s (x i ) − P ̌q (w ) . Notice that because H is differ-

entiable, then υ(x i , w ) is continuous and differentiable with respect to x i , w under the assumption that Q is a continuum.

The conclusions are unchanged if one allows for a discrete number of alternatives, see Appendix C.1 . First of all, one can

notice that equilibria with a positive level of public intervention are possible even if there are no externalities in consump-

tion, i.e. ω = 0 and the tax system allows for uniform lump-sum transfers. The reason is that, if some opting out occurs, the

amount that can be rebated to the voters if the government stop providing the good is lower than the cost of purchasing

the same amount on the private market (if available). Nevertheless, if the tax system fully flexible, a positive level of pro-

vision may emerge in equilibrium only if there are positive externalities in consumption. If a positive level of provision is

chosen in equilibrium, then the sign of the comparative statics of interest can be derived using Corollary 5 . It is straight-

forward to show that in this case υ12 (x i , z + ε̄ ) = 0 , thus the condition (ii) in Corollary 5 reduces to E h [ H 12 (x i , z + ε) ] ≤ 0 .

Again, the sign of the comparative statics depends on the sign of H 12 . An interesting interpretation of this condition follows.

Define the Expected Individual Marginal Returns to Public Education: MRE(x i , w ) = 

∂E[ w 

s (x i ,w ) | w ] 

∂x i 
= ρt+1 [ H 1 (x i , w ) + ωs (x i ) ] .

Moreover, define the public spending per capita in education as the total spending divided by the size of the population, i.e.

P CE(x , θ ) = P x π(x , θ ) . One can show the following. 
i i i 
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Proposition 6. If MRE ( x i , w ) is decreasing in income for all x, w, then (i) the quality of public education x i and (ii) the public

spending per capita in education PCE ( x i , θ ) are weakly increasing in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗( θ ) . 

Proof. (i) One can derive the Expected Individual Marginal Returns to Public Education: MRE(x i , w ) = ρt+1

[ H 1 (x i , w ) + ωs (x i ) ] , hence ρt+1 H 12 (x i , z + ε) = 

∂MRE(x i ,w ) 

∂w 

. Substituting in condition (ii) of Corollary 5 one gets

E h [ u 12 (x i , z + ε) ] = E h 

[ 
∂MRE(x i ,z+ ε) 

∂w 

] 
, which is negative if MRE ( x i , w ) is decreasing in w for all x i , w.

(ii) The derivative including the political equilibrium change is: 
dP P E(x i ,θ ) 

dθ
= 

∂P P E(x i ,θ ) 

∂θ
+ 

∂P P E(x i ,θ ) 

∂x i 

dx i 
dθ

= P 
∂x i 
∂θ[ ∫ z 

z 

(∫ ˜ ε(x,z) 
ε kd εr(z, θ ) d t + 

∂ ̃ ε(x,z) 
∂x i 

k 

)
r(z, θ ) dz 

] 
+ P x i 

∂π(x i ,θ ) 

∂θ
= P 

∂x ∗
i 

∂θ
(π(x i , θ ) + 

∂ ̃ ε(x, ̄z ) 
∂x i 

) . Result (i) implies 
∂x ∗

i 
∂θ

≥ 0 . Moreover,

∂ ̃ ε(x,z) 
∂x i 

= 

H 1 (x i ,z+ ̃ ε(x,z)) 

Ȟ 2 (q ∗,z+ ̃ ε(x,z)) −H 2 (x i ,z+ ̃ ε(x,z)) 
≥0 because the denominator is positive by assumption. Thus, PPE ( x i , θ ) is weakly

increasing in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗( θ ). �

The result in Proposition 7 has an intuitive interpretation. That is, an increase in the political weight of relatively low

income individuals imply a rise in the quality of public education if a better education reduces the intensity of the trans-

mission mechanism of income from parents to children. This implication is potentially testable and can be the object of

future empirical research. There are both theoretical and empirical argument in favor and against a negative value for such

derivative. Some are related to aspects not explicitly modeled in this paper, such as credit constraints, partial supplementa-

tion, complementarities between parental education and children’s returns to education, etc. In particular, one aspect that

is important is the question if education and parental endowment are complement or substitutes in the creation of human

capital. As explained in Becker et al. (2015) , the question is strictly related to the one if government spending and parental

investments are substitutes or complements in the production of human capital. Another aspect that is highlighted in the

literature is the possibility that parents that wish to supplement public education with private spending face credit con-

straints. To understand why this may be important, it is useful to show a simple example. Suppose parents can supplement

public education with private spending s ∈ [0 , ̄s ] , which is a substitute (perfect or imperfect) of the public spending in ed-

ucation in the form: H(x, w ) = max 
s ∈ [0 , ̄s ] 

˜ H [ x i + a (s )] − ˜ p s subject to w − τ (x, w ) − s ≥ 0 . Say X is such that τ (x, w ) = −b

for all w ≤ w 

min and some b ≥ 0 which means that low income households do not pay taxes, but they may receive a grant

that ensure a minimum level of private consumption. Denote with s int ( x i ) the optimal level of private spending of a parent

that is not credit constrained. Lastly, suppose that s int (x i ) ≤ b + w 

min , which means that all liquidity constrained individuals

are not positive taxpayers under any policy x ∈ X . These two assumptions imply that the optimal level of private investment

s ∗(x i , w ) = s int (x i ) for w + b − s int (x i ) ≥ 0 and s ∗(x i , w ) = w + b otherwise. Then H 12 (x i , w ) = 

˜ H 

′′ [ x i + a (w )] a ′ (w ) < 0 for all

w < s ∗ and H 12 (x i , w ) = 0 for all w ≥ s int ( x i ). Because there are theoretical arguments in both directions, the question if the

marginal returns to education are decreasing in income can only be addressed by empirical analysis. The estimation of

returns to education is a classical exercise in applied economics that involves several issues, the analysis of which is be-

yond the scope of this paper. Nevertheless, it is interesting to mention the results of a few recent papers that have tried to

disclose the relationship between returns to education and parental income in the data. Brenner and Rubinstein (2012) esti-

mate a model of returns to a year of additional education and find that controlling for individual and family characteristics

the returns to educations are decreasing in the quintile of parental income. Their findings suggest that individuals from

low-income families have lower levels of educational attainment because they face higher costs of schooling, not because

they cannot gain from further education. In particular a strong and statistically significant difference between the 1st and

the 5th quintile is observed in all specifications, such that the returns to educations at the top quintile are less than 50%

the ones in the lowest quintile. Although the concept of returns to education in their paper is not directly comparable with

the one implied by this analysis, this result suggests that the sign of the above may be indeed negative. Conversely, other

papers ( Altonji and Dunn, 1996 ) find a positive relationship between parental education and marginal returns to education.

Lastly, Card (2001) reviewing the literature about returns to education, find some support for the partial supplementation

hypothesis by comparing OLS and IV estimates of the returns to education in several studies. 

4.1. Effects on future generations 

It is interesting to analyse how a change in the level of public intervention in education affects the income levels and

income inequality of the future generations. This analysis provides a further possible interpretation of the condition derived

in the previous section. In this section, I derive results about how the expected income, the variance and the coefficient of

variation of the distribution of w 

s change if there is a marginal increase in x i . I can state the following. 

Proposition 7. If Var ( �) is large enough, then (i) the expected income of the next generation E ( w 

s ), (ii) the variance Var ( w 

s , θ )

and (iii) the coefficient of variation CV ( w 

s , θ ) of the income distribution of the next generation are all weakly increasing in x i .

Moreover, if the expected marginal returns to public education are weakly decreasing in parental income, then (iv) he total effect

of a marginal increase in θ on Var ( w 

s ) and CV ( w 

s ) is ambiguous. 

Proof. See Appendix C.1 . �
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The interpretation of result (i) is simple. A marginal increase in the quality of public education has two effects in this

setting. On one hand, it causes an increase in the future productivity of the individuals that choose public education for

their children. On the other hand, it implies that some individuals with ε close to the cutoff ˜ ε may switch from private to

public education, reducing the future income of their children. If the marginal density k of ε is sufficiently low, then the

share of switching parents is low and the first effect dominates. Results (ii), (iii), (iv) imply that if a society has sufficient

income inequality, then an exogenous shock that further increases such inequality is going to be mitigated in its effects

on future generations. The intuition is that a rise in current income inequality has two opposite effects. On one hand, the

mechanism of transmission of human capital imply that the direct effect may increase the inequality of the next generation.

On the other hand, if marginal returns to education are higher - on average - for children from poorer families, then the

increase in the degree of public intervention in education is going to cause a decrease in future income inequality. 

4.2. Vouchers 

Suppose that the government provides vouchers that cover the cost of education in public institutions, but can be also

spent to partially cover the fees of private schools if parents decide opt-out of the public service. This setting is similar

to the one proposed by Ireland (1990). In this case the indirect utility of an opting-out individual becomes v m (x, w ) = w −
τ (x, w ) − P ( ̌q (w ) − x i )1[ ̌q (w ) − x i ≥ 0] + d(x l , w ) + Ȟ ( ̌q (w ) , w ) + s (x i , φ) , while the one of an individual that does not opt-

out is unchanged. The government budget constraint is now simplified in the form 

∫ z 
z 

∫ ε
ε [ −τ (x, z) + λ(x, z) ] kd εr(z, θ ) d z +

P i x i + P l x l ≤ 0 because the voucher is provided to everybody. Notice that in this case the presence of positive spillovers s ( x i ,

φ) is crucial to ensure a positive level of public provision. Specifically, for any positive level of public provision x i , if (i)

s (x i , φ) = 0 , (ii) the tax system allows for uniform lump-sum transfers with no losses and if (iii) the same level of provision

is also available on the private market, i.e. q̄ ≥ x i , then each individual can be weakly better off with a policy x ′ such that

x ′ 
i 
= 0 and τ (x ′ , w ) = τ (x, w ) − P x i . This implies in turn that no positive level of public intervention is chosen by voters in

equilibrium 

6 . If uniform lump-sum transfers are not allowed, or they are costly, or the private market does not provide all

the quality levels that can be provided by the public sector, then the equilibrium may exhibit positive x i even in absence of

positive spillovers. This result suggests that the introduction of a voucher system may have unexpected effects and lead to

a fall in public spending in education per capita. Regarding the comparative statics induced by an increase in θ , it is easy

to show that, if x i > 0 at the equilibrium, then the sign of the comparative statics is the sign of −E h [ H 12 (x i , z + ε) ] , as in the

baseline case. 

5. Comparison with other kinds of publicly provided goods 

In this section I compare the results in Section 4 with the ones that this voting framework delivers if used to analyse

other kinds of publicly provided goods. The aim is to show that the way in which the good is provided and consumed plays

a crucial role in determining how income inequality affects the degree of public intervention in the provision of such good.

5.1. Exclusive public provision (pure public good) 

Consider the case in which the provision of a certain good is exclusively public, either because of legal restric-

tions or because of a market failure. A typical example is National Defense. Following the structure of the previous

section, one can model this case as follows. The individual indirect utility v ( x, w ) is given by (a) v (x, w ) = v n (x, w ) =
w − τ (x, w ) + u (x i , w ) + d(x l , w ) and ˜ ε(x, z) = ε̄ for all z, x . The government budget constraint is simply linear in x i in the

form P i x i + P l x l − E w 

[ τ (x, w )] ≤ 0 . Substitute (a) and (b) into condition (ii) of Corollary 5 . The condition for a positive sign for

the comparative statics of interest becomes (b) E h [ u 12 (x i , z + ε̄ ) − u 12 (x i , z + ε)] ≥ 0 . Thus, one can state the following result.

Proposition 8. The effect of a marginal increase in income inequality on the equilibrium level of a publicly provided good with

exclusive public provision is ambiguous. If u (x i , w ) = a (x i ) c(w ) , then the effect is weakly positive if c is concave, and weakly

negative if c is convex. 

Proof. Straightforward from Corollary 5 . �

Proposition 8 suggests that the strong relationship between income inequality and size of public spending in public

goods usually implied by traditional Downsian models may not survive if one departs from the traditional deterministic

framework. Moreover, It shows that - differently from traditional models - imposing restrictions on the sign of the cross

derivative u 12 is not sufficient to deliver a monotone comparative statics. As an example, compare this result with the one

of the correspondent unidimensional Downsian prediction, and for simplicity set τ (x, z) = x j ̌τ (w ) . It is easy to show that

if τ̌ is such that an individual with median income is a positive taxpayer and u 12 ( x i , w ) ≤ 0 for all x i , w , then v ( x, w ) satis-

fies the Spence-Mirrlees condition and the level of public provision of the good would be weakly increasing in the median

income, and strictly increasing if x j ̌τ (w ) is not a lump-sum tax. This means that the skewness of the income distribution
6 A small positive level equal to the lowest optimal private purchase at x i = 0 may still prevail only if rising revenues does not imply net losses. 
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increases (i.e. the median income decreases at constant mean), this would translate into an increase in public spending in

the good in equilibrium. Lastly, notice that the function u may exhibit different features depending on the kind of public

good considered. For instance policing and other services that improve the protection of property rights may be more de-

sirable by individuals with high productivity, who are likely to accumulate larger wealth. Conversely, for other public goods

the direction of the relationship may be reversed. 

5.2. Top-up goods 

Now consider the case of a good that is uniformly provided by the government and such that consumers can supple-

ment the public provision with private purchases from a set of available market options Q . The set Q can have a discrete

number of elements or it can be a continuum. In the case of top-up goods, the interaction between the public provision

and private purchases of the good has a quantitative nature. Specifically, consumers care only about the total quantity of the

goods they can consume, independently on the source of provision. Because of this, I am going to assume in this section

that the (direct) utility from consuming the top-up good is solely a function of the quantity consumed. Thus, the indirect

utility of individuals that does not supplement the public provision is given by v n (x, w ) = w − τ (x, w ) + ˆ u (x i , w ) + d(x l , w ) ,

while the one of an individual that does supplement the public provision with a positive amount of public purchases is

v m (x, w ) = max q ∈Q w − τ (x, w ) − P q + ˆ u (x i + q, w ) + d(x l , w ) , for some twice differentiable function ˆ u that is increasing and

concave in its first argument. Because no opting-out occurs, the government budget constraint is linear in x i , in the form

−E w 

[ τ (x, w ) − λ(x, w )] + P i x i + P l x l ≤ 0 . Thus, the condition (ii) in Corollary 5 for a positive sign of the comparative statics

becomes E h 
[

ˆ u 12 (x i + q, z + ε̄ ) − ˆ u 12 (x i , z + ε) 
]

≥ 0 . In the next subsections I will analyse the consequences of top-up for the

level of provision and the comparative statics at the political equilibrium. 

5.2.1. Pure private goods: undifferentiated consumption good 

If the good of interest is a pure private good, then each consumer’s utility is affected only by its own consumption.

Denote with x̄ i the maximum level of quality that can be provided by the government and with q ∗( x i , w ) the optimal

quantity purchased on the private market by an individual with productivity w facing public provision x i . Define q̆ (w ) =
min w ∈ [ z + ε, ̄z + ̄ε] q 

∗(0 , w ) . 

Proposition 9. If (i) [0 , ̄x i ] ⊆ Q and (ii) the tax system allows for costless lump-sum transfers, then in equilibrium x i ≤ q̆ (w ) .

Moreover, if (iii) rising tax revenues is costly, then no positive public provision of a pure private good occurs. 

Proof. Consider any level of spending Px i that would emerge if a feasible policy vector x ∈ X with x i > 0 is chosen. Under

assumption (ii) , a policy vector such that τ (x ′ , w ) = τ (x, w ) − P x i for all w and x ′ 
i 
= 0 is feasible. Such policy makes all voters

weakly better off relative to x because all of them can choose a bundle that implies the same amount of consumption of

both the numeraire and the pure private good. Thus all consumers are as well off as under policy x ′ only if x i ≤ q̆ (w ) . This

implies that if x is such that x i > q̆ (w ) , then V ( x ′ , θ ) > V ( x, θ ), thus x cannot be the policy chosen in a voting equilibrium.

Lastly, if (iii) also applies, then x i > 0 implies V ( x ′ , θ ) > V ( x, θ ), thus no positive provision occurs. �

This result implies that in this setting a private good is provided by the government only if the private market is not

capable of providing all the level of consumption per capita that would be enjoyed if the good is provided by the public

sector in some positive amount and/or the tax system does not allow for costless lump-sum transfers. In other words, if the

private market is effective in providing the good and the tax system is sufficiently flexible, no pure private good should be

publicly provided. If inefficiencies in the private provision or an excessively restrictive tax system imply a positive level of

provision, notice that the sign of the comparative statics would be positive if and only if (a) E h 
[

ˆ u 12 (x i , z + ε) 
]

≤ 0 in the case

in which a continuum of alternatives is available on the private market (i.e. Q = [0 , q̄ ] for sufficiently high q̄ ) and if and only

if (b) E h 
[

ˆ u 12 (x i + q̌ , z + ε̄ ) − ˆ u 12 (x i , z + ε) 
]

≥ 0 in the case of a discrete number of alternatives on the private market. About

case (a), notice that the sign of the comparative statics is weakly negative if the publicly provided private good is a normal

good. Regarding case (b), because the sign of ˆ u 12 (x i + q̌ , z + ε̄ ) − ˆ u 12 (x i , z + ε) does not have a straightforward economic

interpretation. Thus, one can conclude that the sign of the comparative statics is ambiguous. These results suggests that, if

there is governmental intervention in the provision of a pure private good, one should not expect the size of this provision

to be increasing in the degree of income inequality. 

5.2.2. Imperfect public good with supplementation: public health insurance 

It is well known that a positive level of public intervention in the provision of a good may be socially desirable if the good

of interest exhibits positive externalities in consumption or it is an imperfect public good. The reason is that in such cases

the level of consumption that is chosen by self-interested private agents tends to be suboptimally low on a social welfare

point of view. Thus, if the loss due to underprovision is large relatively to the one induced by a uniform public provision,

then a positive level of public intervention in the provision of the good characterizes the political equilibrium. A typical

example of a good that is described in the literature as a top-up (see, Epple and Romano, 1996a; Gouveia, 1997 ) is Health

insurance. Typically, the government can provide a certain level of service or insurance coverage, and consumer can purchase

additional insurance on the private market. In this case the availability on the private market may influence the comparative

statics, thus it is worth to analyse two cases. The first possibility is that a discrete number of options is available on the
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private market, i.e. Q = { q 1 , q 2 , . . . , q n } . In such case, similarly to what shown for a opt-out good, the sign of the comparative

statics is the same as in the case in which only one private option is available, provided that such option is selected from

Q as the one that maximize the objective function of an individual with income w = ˆ w when the policy chosen is the

equilibrium policy (see Appendix C.1 ). In this case, I assume that individual utility is given by U(c, x i , w ) = c + d(x l , w ) +
βE [ Health (x i , w, φ) | w ] , where Health is a function of the level of health insurance, of the individual parameter w , of the

externality produced by the health of other individuals and by an i.i.d shock. It has form: Health (x i , w, φ) = I(x i + q, w ) +
s (x i , φ) + ν where q = 0 if an individual does not top-up. I is a function that captures the effect of insurance on voters’

health. The interaction between the level of health insurance and the parameter capturing productivity in the function I may

be due to various reasons. For instance, individual with higher productivity may have different costs of illness relative to

low productivity ones, or they may have a different probability of getting sick. Lastly, s ( x i , φ) represents the average level of

health in the whole population, i.e. s (x i , ϕ) = 

ϕ 
1 −ϕ 

[ ∫ z 
z 

∫ ˜ ε(x i ,z) 
ε H(x i , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz + 

∫ z 
z 

∫ ε
˜ ε(x i ,z) 

H(x i + q̌ , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz 

] 
. 

The indirect utilities of individuals that top-up and do not top-up the public provision are given by 

v n (x, w ) = w 

f − τ (x, w 

f ) + I(x i , w ) + s (x i , ϕ) 

v m (x, w ) = max 
q ∈Q 

w 

f − τ (x, w 

f ) − pq + I(x i + q, w ) + s (x i , ϕ) 

respectively. The condition (ii) in Corollary 5 for a weakly positive sign of the comparative statics of interest re-

duces to E h [ I 12 (x i + q, z + ε̄ ) − I 12 (x i , z + ε) ] ≥ 0 if a discrete number of options is available on the private market (i.e.

Q = { q 1 , q 2 , . . . , q n } ) and to E h [ I 12 (x i , z + ε) ] ≤ 0 if there is a continuum of private insurance available (i.e. Q = [0 , q̄ ] for suffi-

ciently large q̄ ). 

Proposition 10. (a) (Continuum of choices the private market). If (i) Q = [0 , q̄ ] for sufficiently large q̄ and (ii) health insurance

is a normal good for all income levels, then a marginal rise in income inequality has a weakly negative effect on the equilibrium

level of the public provision of health insurance. (b) (Discrete set of choices on the private market). If (i) a marginal rise in

income inequality has an ambiguous effect on the equilibrium level of the public provision of health insurance. If (ii) I(x i + q, w ) =
b(x i + q ) c(w ) for some monotone functions b, c then the effect is weakly positive if c is concave, and weakly negative if c is

convex. 

Proof. ( a ): denote with q ∗( x i , w ) the demand of private health insurance of an individual with productivity w given a level

of public insurance x i . Using the F.O.C. of the consumer’s optimization problem, an individual that purchases a positive

amount on the private market has income elasticity of demand 

∂q ∗(x i, w ) 

∂w 

w 

q ∗(x i, w ) 
= − I 12 (x i + q ∗(x i, w ) ,w ) 

I 11 (x i + q ∗(x i, w ) ,w ) 
w 

q ∗(x i, w ) 
. This is positive if 

I 12 (x i + q ∗, w ) ≥ 0 . Thus, if q is a normal good for all w , then E h [ I 12 (x i , z + ε) ] ≥ 0 which implies a weakly negative sign of

the comparative statics. ( b ): (i), straightforward from the condition (ii) Theorem 2 ; (ii) notice that the condition becomes

E h [ b 
′ (x i + q ) c ′ (z + ε̄ ) − b ′ (x i ) c 

′ (z + ε)] where b must be concave by assumption. Thus the expectation is weakly negative

if c is concave. Proposition 10 implies that the sign of the relationship between income inequality and degree of public

intervention in health insurance is ambiguous, and that under additional restrictions it is negative. This results shows that,

if voters’ preferences over a publicly provided good are separated from redistributive motives, then the effect of a shock

on income inequality on the degree of public intervention depends solely on the characteristics of the good. Moreover, this

result has important consequences for the traditional theoretical literature that analyses link between income inequality and

size of public intervention in redistributive policies (e.g., Meltzer and Richard, 1981 ). If the marginal effect of an increase

in income inequality may have different sign for different kinds of public intervention, then the total effect on the size of

public spending in policies with redistributive effects may depends on various factors, including the relative size of public

intervention in different kinds of policies at the political equilibrium. For instance, one may expect to observe a positive

link between inequality and redistribution - as implied by the traditional literature - if in-cash policies and public education

absorb a large share of the governmental budget, but this may not hold true if other form of public spending - such as

public health insurance - are substantial. �

6. Conclusions 

This paper provides a theoretical framework to analyse the effects of marginal shocks in income inequality on public

spending in education in democratic countries. In order to separate voters’ demand for public provision of education from

their preferences for redistribution I assume a multidimensional policy space that includes as choice variables the quality

of public education, the parameters of the tax system and the public spending in other policies. Moreover, following the

literature, I assume that education is a good that is characterized by the possibility opting-out , which means that individuals

can either enjoy the quality of public education, or purchase private education at one of the quality levels available on the

market. The qualitative aspect of the consumer’s choice is crucial, because the choice of opting-out implies the loss of the pri-

vate benefits from the public provision. This implies in turn that preferences may exhibit non-convexities and that standard

results in deterministic voting models may not hold. I adopt a probabilistic voting model similar to the one in Lindbeck and

Weibull (1987) and Banks et al. (2005) to study how a marginal increase in income inequality - at constant mean - affects

the equilibrium quality of education. This choice allows one to tackle the problems of existence of a political equilibrium

induced both by the multidimensionality of the policy space ( Grandmont, 1978 ) and by the presence of non-convexities in
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the objective function ( Stiglitz, 1974 ), that are well-known in the theoretical literature. I show that the sign of the effect of

a marginal mean preserving spread of the income distribution on the equilibrium quality of public education is positive if

the expected marginal returns to public education are larger for children that have relatively low-income parents, which is

in line with the findings in the empirical literature. Such literature suggests that this may be the case if public education

can be partially supplemented by parental private investment and low income parents face credit constraint. Moreover, this

condition is equivalent in the model to the case in which the degree at which income is transmitted across generation is

lower if better public education is provided. Unsurprisingly, I can also show that, under the same conditions, better quality

of public education implies lower income inequality in the next generation. This result suggests that exogenous shocks on

income inequality may be mitigated in future generations by the endogenous adjustment in the degree of public interven-

tion in education. Such predictions rely on the particular way in which this good is publicly provided and do not hold for

other kinds of publicly provided goods, such as pure public goods and top-up goods. Specifically, I show that for a typical

top-up good such as health insurance, a marginal increase in income inequality has ambiguous effects on the level of in-

surance provided by the government, and that under some mild additional assumption such effect is weakly negative. This

suggests that the direction of the relationship between income inequality and total size of governmental intervention in

redistributive policies may differ from the one implied by traditional models, and may depend on the relative size of the

public spending in different kinds of public intervention. In other words, if one can write a sufficiently flexible model, then

voters choose to redistribute in the most effective way - through the tax system - and redistribution motives do not strongly

affect the size of the public intervention in other policies. Public education is an exception in this framework, because it is a

policy that allows relatively low income voters to achieve income redistribution in the generation of their children. Because

this kind of redistribution cannot be achieved through the tax system, relatively low income voters support high levels of

public education in order to ensure higher consumption levels to their children. If that is the case, then the effects of a

positive shock on income inequality are mitigated by the endogenous political choices both in the short run - through the

tax system - and in the long run - through better public education, thus the consequences of shocks on income inequality

are less dramatic for the society. 
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Appendix A. Simple Downsian model 

Consider the following simple Downsian model with n voters. Agents differ only in a unidimensional parameter

w ∈ W (income). There are two choice variables x 1 , x 2 related by a convex governmental budget set X such that X ≡{
( x 1 , x 2 ) | ( x 1 , x 2 ) ∈ R 2 + ∩ 

˜ B (x 1 , x 2 , E(w )) ≤ 0 
}

. Individual preferences are represented by the indirect utility function u ( x 1 , x 2 ,

w ), which continuous, increasing in x 1 , x 2 , w and twice differentiable in each argument. The Spence-Mirrlees condition states

M(x 1 , x 2 , t) = 

∂ 
∂t 

(
u 1 (x 1 ,x 2 ,t) 
u 2 (x 1 ,x 2 ,t) 

)
> (< )0 ∀ x 1 , x 2 , t . If such condition is satisfied, then the voting game has a Condorcet Winner,

which is the individual with median w . Thus the social choice is given by (x 1 , x 2 ) = arg max (x 1 ,x 2 ) ∈ X u (x 1 , x 2 , w 

m ) where

w 

m is the median of w . Because of the Spence-Mirrlees condition the preferred choice of an individual with parameter w

is such that x 1 is increasing (decreasing) in w and x 2 is decreasing (increasing) in w . Hence the equilibrium social choice

would also change in this way if the distribution of w is changed in such a way that the median voter has higher t and

E ( t ) is unchanged. This implies a monotone link between a measure of the skewness of the income distribution (in this

case the difference the mean to median ratio). For instance, suppose x 2 is a private good that in uniformly publicly provided

(no private purchases are allowed in this simple example), after tax income is given by w − x 1 ̂  τ (w ) and the indirect utility

function is u (x 1 , x 2 , w ) = u (w − x 1 ̂  τ (w ) , x 2 )) . The government budget constraint is in the form −x 1 E( ̂  τ (w )) + P x 2 ≤ 0 where

P 2 is the price of one unit of the good. Notice that in an interior solution the budget constraint is binding hence the problem

is equivalent to max x 2 ∈ X u (w − p(w, P ) x 2 , x 2 ) where p ( w, P ) is the tax-price of the good defined as total amount of tax paid

divided by the size of the provision, i.e.: p(w, P ) = 

x 1 ̂ τ (w ) 
x 1 E[ ̂ τ (w )] /P 

= 

P ̂ τ (w ) 
E[ ̂ τ (w )] 

. The formula shows that the tax-price of the good is

lower than the market price for all individuals that pay less taxes than average. If this is the case for the median income

voter, this results in a positive level of public intervention in equilibrium. Moreover, this suggest the provision has redis-

tributive effects, in the sense that after a positive provision is implemented, relatively lower income individuals can afford

new consumption bundles, while for relatively high income individuals some bundles are not affordable anymore. The total

effect of a marginal increase in income on the demand for public provision is given by: 

dx ∗2 (w, P ) 

dw 

= 

∂x M 

2 (w, ˜ P ) 

∂w 

+ 

∂x M 

2 (w, ˜ P ) 

∂P 
p ′ (w, P ) 

where x ∗
2 
(w, P ) is the demand for public provision of and individual with income w and x M 

2 
(w, ˜ P ) is the private Marshallian

demand of the same individual at price ˜ P = p(w, P ) . Denote with ηM 

w 

(w, P ) the income elasticity of the Marshallian demand

for an individual with income w at price P , and with ηH (w, P ) the corresponding price elasticity of the Hicksian demand.

P 
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Also, denote with ηpub 
w 

(w, P ) the income elasticity of the demand for public provision of and individual with income w . Us-

ing Slutsky equation one gets: 
dx ∗

2 
(w,P) 

dw 

w 

x ∗
2 
(w,P) 

= 

∂x m 

2 
(w, ˜ P ) 

∂w 

w 

x m 

2 
(w, ˜ P ) 

[1 − p ′ (w, P ) x m 

2 (w, ˜ P )] ︸ ︷︷ ︸ 
A 

+ 

∂x h 
2 
(w, ˜ P ) 

∂P 

p(w, P ) 

x m 

2 
(w, ˜ P ) 

wp ′ (w, ˜ P ) 

p(w, P ) ︸ ︷︷ ︸ 
B 

= 

which rewrites ηpub 
w 

(w, P ) = ηM 

w 

(w, ˜ P )(1 − p ′ (w, P ) x ∗
2 
(w, ˜ P )) + ηH 

P 
(w, ˜ P ) wp ′ (w,P) 

p(w,P) 
. Because ηH 

P 
(w, P ) < 0 by the law of compen-

sated demand, this implies that for any tax system in which the tax paid is increasing in income (i.e. ˆ τ ′ (w ) > 0 which

implies p ′ ( w ) > ≥ 0), the income elasticity of the demand for public provision of the good is strictly lower than the income

elasticity of the private demand at price ˜ P . Thus implies that the demand for public provision is going to be decreasing in

w unless the good has sufficiently high income elasticity of private demand. Moreover, the higher is the progressivity of

the tax system, the larger p ′ ( w, P ). Hence if the tax system is progressive, ηpub 
w 

(w, P ) tends to be negative implying that a

decrease in the income of the median voter at constant mean will lead to a higher level of public provision in equilibrium.

This may lead to paradoxical results. For instance, suppose that all individuals in the economy demand the same amount

on the private market, i.e. x M 

2 (w, P ) = x̄ M 

2 (P ) for all w . Nevertheless, the demand for public provision of the good will be de-

creasing in the income of the pivotal voter. The intuition is that a larger public provision is desirable for low income voters

because implies more redistribution. Because such voters cannot achieve redistribution in cash because of the restrictions in

the tax system, they support a larger public provision. 

Appendix B. Existence and uniqueness with opting-out or top-up 

Recall voters choose a n -dimensional policy vector and have indirect utility v (x, w ) = max { v n ( x, w ), v ( x, w )} where v n ( x,

w ), v m ( x, w ) are two differentiable functions of x, w and concave in x . Suppose v n w 

(x, w ) − v m 

w 

(x, w ) ≤ 0 ∀ x, w . Then for given

x there is at most one ˆ w such that v n (x, ˆ w ) = v m (x, ˆ w ) . This implies the existence of an endogenous threshold in w such

that Party A ’s objective function becomes: 

V (x A , x B , θ ) = 

∫ ˆ w (x A ) 

w 

[ P (v n (x A , w ) − v (x B , w ))] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w (x B ) 
[ P (v m (x A , w ) − v (x B , w ))] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

B.1. Existence 

Theorem 1. (Existence, uniqueness and policy convergence). If there exist r̄ and p̄ ′ such that if the distributions ˆ R (θ, w ) and P (d)

is such that ˆ r (θ, w ) ≤ r̄ for all w and p ′ [ v (x A , w, n ) − v (x B , w )] ≤ p̄ ′ for some positive r̄ , p̄ ′ , then (i) there is a unique equilibrium

in pure strategies. The unique electoral equilibrium is such that (ii) the two parties choose the same policy. 

Proof. (i) Existence and uniqueness. Sufficient conditions for existence and uniqueness imply V 

A ( x, x B ) being a (strictly) con-

cave function of x and the inequality constraint B ( x, θ ) ≤ 0 is a continuously differentiable convex function. Define V A 
jk 
(x A , x B )

an element of the Hessian H V , i.e. H V ( j, k ) ≡ V A 
jk 
(x A , x B ) = 

∂ 2 V A (x,x B ) 
∂ x j ∂ x k 

. Denote with d l (x A , x B , w ) ≡ v l (x A , w ) − v (x B , w ) with

l ∈ { n, m }. Then one can show that: 

V 

A 
jk (x A , x B , θ ) = 

∂ ˆ w 

∂x k 
p(d(x A , x B , ˆ w ))[ d n j (x A , x B ) − d m 

j (x A , x B , ˆ w )] ̂ r (θ, ˆ w ) 

+ 

∫ ˆ w (x A ) 

w 

∂ 2 

∂ x j ∂ x k 
[ P (d n (x A , x B , w )] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w (x A ) 

∂ 2 

∂ x j ∂ x k 
[ P (d m (x A , x B , w )] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

Define a matrix M ( x A , x B ) such that each element is M jk (x A , x B ) = 

∂ ̂  w 

∂x k 
p(d(x A , x B , ˆ w ))[ d n 

j 
(x A , x B ) − d m 

j 
(x A , x B , ˆ w )] ̃  ε j (x, z) ̂ r (θ, ˆ w )

and two matrices H 

l ( x A , x B , w ) for l ∈ { n, m } such that each element is H 

l 
jk 
(x A , x B , w ) = 

∂ 2 P (d(x A ,x B ,w )) 
∂ x j ∂ x k 

. Recall that the sum of

negative semidefinite matrices is negative semidefinite. Hence one needs x T H V x ≤ 0 for negative semidefiniteness. Using the

matrices defined above can be written as: 

x T H V x = x T M(x A , x B ) x + 

∫ ˆ w (x ) 

w 

[
x T H 

n (x A , x B , w ) x 
]

ˆ r (θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w (x ) 

[
x T H 

m (x A , x B , w ) x 
]

ˆ r (θ, w ) dw ≤ 0 

That can be written as x T [ M(x A , x B ) + E w 

(H 

n | w ≤ ˆ w (x )) π(x ) + E w 

(H 

m | w ≥ ˆ w (x ))(1 − π(x ))] x ≤ 0 . Define H 

l 
v ≡

D 

2 [ d l (x A , x B , w )] as the Hessian of individual indirect utility and ∇v n ( x A , w ) the gradient vector. Following Enelow and

Hinich (1989) for the second and third component of x T H V x we need for any n × 1 vector y : 

y T H 

n y = 

∫ ˆ w (x A ) 

w 

(
p ′ (d(x A , x B , w )) y T 

[∇v n (x A , w ) 
][∇v n (x A , w ) 

]T 
y + p(d(x A , x B , w )) y T H 

n 
v y 

)
ˆ r (θ, w ) dw ≤ 0 
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And similarly one can derive y T H 

n y . Thus sufficient conditions for uniqueness are 

p ′ (d l (x A , x B , w )) 

p(d l (x A , x B , w )) 
≤ −y T H 

l 
v y 

[ [∇d l (x A , x B , w ) 
][∇d l (x A , x B , w ) 

]T 
] −2 

for l = n, m and for all w and x T M ( x A , x B ) x ≤ 0. Notice that as P becomes close to uniform this condition is equivalent to

the matrix H v ( i ) to be negative semidefinite, which is equivalent to a concave utility function. But in comparison with

Enelow and Hinich (1989) we have an additional element: M ( x A , x B ). Consider the definition of ˆ w (x A ) : 

v m (x A , ˆ w ) = v n (x A , ˆ w ) 

Differentiate this w.r.t. x k and rearrange to get: 

∂ ˆ w (x A ) 

∂x k 
= − v m 

k 
(x A , ˆ w ) − v n 

k 
(x A , ˆ w ) 

v m 

w 

(x A , ˆ w ) − v n w 

(x A , ˆ w ) 

Substituting into M jk ( x 
A , x B ) we get: 

M jk (x A , x B ) = −p(d(x A , ̂  t , n )) 
[ v j (x A , ̂  t ; n ) − v j (x A , ̂  t ; m )][ v k (x A , ̂  t ; n ) − v k (x A , ̂  t ; m )] 

v t (x A , ̂  t ; n ) − v t (x A , ̂  t ; m ) 
ˆ r (θ, ˆ w ) 

Hence 

M(x A , x B ) = − p(d(x A , x B , ˆ w )) 

v n w 

(x A , ˆ w ) − v m 

w 

(x A , ˆ w ) 

[∇v n (x A , ˆ w ) − ∇v m (x A , ˆ w ) 
][∇v n (x A , ˆ w ) − ∇v m (x A , ˆ w ) 

]T 
ˆ r (θ, ˆ w ) 

Hence the sufficient conditions for existence of a Political Equilibrium are the same as in Enelow and Hinich (1989) , plus

the additional condition stated above. Given that 
[∇v n (x A , ˆ w ) − ∇v m (x A , ˆ w ) 

][∇v n (x A , ˆ w ) − ∇v m (x A , ˆ w ) 
]T 

is the product of

the same vector it is positive semidefinite, hence x T M ( x A , x B ) x ≤ 0 for all x is not satisfied under the assumption v n w 

(x A , ˆ w ) −
v m 

w 

(x A , ˆ ˜ j (x, z) w ε) < 0 ∀ x . i.e. if individuals with relatively high w choose to enjoy the private provision. On the other hand, it

is possible that even if v n w 

(x A , ˆ w ) − v m 

w 

(x A , ˆ w ) < 0 the second and the third elements of V A 
jk 
(x A , x B , θ ) are sufficiently concave

to guarantee concavity of the whole function. Specifically, notice that as the variance of w increases (with w − w increasing),

ˆ r (θ, ˆ w ) → 0 , thus the conditions for existence become similar to the ones in Enelow and Hinich (1989) . Specifically, under

the assumption of Section 4 that W = Z + �, with � being a uniformly distributed random variable independent of Z , one

can find a threshold k such that if ε̄ − ε ≥ k then the conditions are satisfied. 

(ii) Policy convergence . Notice that the game described above can be modeled as a zero sum game because the expected

plurality for Party B : is equal to 1 − V (x A , x B ) . Suppose ( x A , x B ) is an equilibrium strategy with x A 
 = x B and delivering expected

plurality V ( x A , x B ) to party A . Party A can always achieve a certain value V 
A 

by playing x A = x B . Hence if V (x A , x B ) < V 
A

(a) then x A cannot be a best response for Party A because it can profitably deviate to ˆ x A = x B . If V A (x A , x B ) > V 
A 

(b),

then V B (x B , x A ) = 1 − V A (x A , x B ) . Then x B cannot be a best response for Party B because it can deviate to ˆ x B = x A and

get V B ( ̂  x B , x A ) = 1 − V 
A 

. Inequality (b) implies that this deviation is profitable. Hence in equilibrium it must be true that

 

A (x A , x B ) = V 
A 

and V B (x B , x A ) = 1 − V 
A 

and x A = x B . �

B.2. Utilitarian outcome 

Theorem 2. (Utilitarian outcome). The policy chosen by both parties in equilibrium is the same as the policy that would be

chosen by an omnipotent Benthamite government, i.e. x ∗ = arg max x ∈ X V (x, θ ) where V (x, w ) = 

∫ w 

w 

v (x, w ) ̂ r (w, θ ) dw . 

Proof. The Lagrangian for this problem is: 

L = 

∫ ˆ w 

w 

[ P (v n (x, w ) − v (x B , w ))] r(θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

[ P (v m (x, w ) − v (x B , t))] ̂ r (θ, w ) dw − μB (x ) 

First order conditions are 

[ x i ] : 

∫ ˆ w 

w 

p 
[
d n (x A , w ) 

]
v n x i 

(x A , w ) r(θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

p 
[
d m (x A , w ) 

]
v m 

x i 
(x A , w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw ≤ μB x i (x ) 

with respect to each policy dimension x i and B ( x ) ≤ 0 with respect to μ. Hence for any i 
 = j such that L x i = L x j = 0 one gets ∫ ˆ w 

w 

p 
[
d n (x A , w ) 

]
v n x i 

(x A , w ) r(θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

p 
[
d m (x A , w ) 

]
v m 

x i 
(x A , w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw ∫ ˆ w 

w 

p 
[
d n (x A , w ) 

]
v n x j 

(x A , w ) r(θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

p 
[
d m (x A , w ) 

]
v m 

x j 
(x A , w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

= 

B x i (x ) 

B x j (x ) 
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Notice that at an equilibrium point x A = x B (see proof to Theorem 1) hence d n (x A , w ) = d m (x A , w ) = 0 ∀ w and ˆ w (x A ) = ˆ w (x B ) .

Given that p ( d ( x A , w )) is independent of w in this case, i.e. p(d(x A , w )) = p(0) 
 = 0 , then the previous equation becomes: ∫ ˆ w 

w 

v n x i 
(x A , w ) r(θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

v m 

x i 
(x A , w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw ∫ ˆ w 

w 

v n x j 
(x A , w ) r(θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

v m 

x j 
(x A , w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

= 

B x i (x ) 

B x j (x ) 

which is the same condition that one can derive for the problem: 

max 
x ∈ X,G (x ) ≤0 

∫ ˆ w 

w 

v n (x, w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw + 

∫ w 

ˆ w 

v m (x, w ) ̂ r (θ, w ) dw 

which is the Utilitarian Social Optimum. Notice that for this result to hold it is crucial that the function P is the same for

all income levels w . �

B.3. Comparative statics 

Lemma 3. (Monotonicity): If there exists at least one x j with N ≥ j > L such that (i) the solution of the maximization problem is

interior for x j , (ii) b ( x, θ ) is such that ∂b(x,θ ) 
∂x j 

= α ∂a (x,θ ) 
∂x j 

for some constant α, and if (iii) 
∂ 2 e i (x i ,θ ) 

∂ x i ∂ θ
≥ 0 ( ≤ 0 ), then x i is weakly

increasing (decreasing) in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗( θ ) . 

Proof. The Lagrangian for the maximization problem is L = a (x, θ ) + 

∑ 

i ∈ L e i (x i , θ ) − μ[ κa (x, θ ) + b(x, θ ) + 

∑ 

i ∈ L δ(x i )] . The

F.O.C.s with respect of each i ≤ M are given by the following: e 1 i (x i , θ ) − μδ′ (x i ) ≤ 0 and for each j such that M < j ≤ N , they

are given by a x j (x, θ ) − μκa x j (x, θ ) − μb(x, θ ) ≤ 0 . Lastly, κa (x, θ ) + b(x, θ ) + 

∑ 

i ∈ L δi (x i ) ≤ 0 . If the solution is interior for at

least one j , and b x j (x, θ ) = 0 , this implies μ = 1 /κ, i.e. the Lagrangian multiplier is a constant in a neighborhood of x ∗. Now

either one gets a corner solution for the i policy dimension, in which case x i is unaffected by marginal changes in θ , or the

solution is interior for such dimension. In the latter case, one can differentiate the F.O.C. with respect to θ to get: 

dx i (0) 

dθ
= − 1 

L x j x j (x, θ ) 

[ 

L x j θ + 

∑ 

j 

L x i x j 
dx i (0) 

dθ
+ 

∑ 

j 

L x i μ
dμ

dθ

] 

Notice that additive separability of x i in the indirect utility and in the budget constraint implies L x i x j = 0 for all j 
 = i .

Moreover, because μ is constant in a neighborhood of x ∗, one gets dμ
dθ

= 0 . Lastly, strict concavity of V and convexity of

the budget set B imply L x j x j (x, θ ) < 0 , and L x i θ = e x i θ (x i , θ ) because B is a constant function of θ . Thus, sign 

(
dx ∗

i 
(0) 

dθ

)
=

sign 

(
∂ 2 e (x i ,θ ) 

∂ x i ∂ θ

)
. �

Appendix C. Income inequality and public education 

This section presents the proofs about the comparative statics in presence of a discrete set of choices on the private

market with n > 1 elements and of the effects on changes in the level of public provision of education on the features of

the income distribution of the next generation. 

C.1. Multiple discrete options on the private market 

Suppose there is more than one option available on the private market Q = { q 1 , q 2 , . . . , q n } and that k ≥ 2 options are cho-

sen with positive probability at an equilibrium. Denote with υ( j) (x i , z + ε) the indirect utility of an individual that purchase

option q j . Define new thresholds ˜ ε j (x, z) such that υ( j) (x i , z + ˜ ε j (x, z)) = υ( j+1) (x i , z + ˜ ε j (x, z)) for j = 1 , 2 , . . . , k . Assume

υ( j) (x i , w ) − υ( j+1) (x i , w ) to be decreasing in w , that is, individuals with higher income choose higher levels of quality on

the private market. Also, assume that the distribution of ε has enough variance to ensure that for any z ∈ [ z , ̄z ] there exists

˜ ε j (x, z) defined as above for all k ≤ j ≤ k , where k and k̄ are the lowest and the highest quality levels that are chosen by a

positive share of individuals. Then the objective function becomes: 

˜ V (x, θ ) = 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ˜ ε0 (x,z) 

ε
u (x i , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz + 

k̄ ∑ 

i = k 

∫ ˜ ε j (x,z) 

˜ ε j−1 (x,z) 
υ( j) (x i , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz 

+ 

∫ ε

˜ εk −1 (x,z) 
υk (x i , z + ε) kdεr(z, θ ) dz + E z,ε (z + ε) 

+ 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ε

ε
d(x l , w ) kr(z, θ ) d εd z + E z,ε[ y (z + ε) − τ (x, z + ε)] 
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And the government budget constraint is unchanged in comparison with the baseline case. In the same way shown

in the proof of Theorem 1 , one can show that x i is weakly increasing in θ in a neighborhood of x ∗( θ ) if∫ z 
z 

[ 
υ( ̄k ) 

122 
(x i , z + ε̄ ) − u 122 (x i , z + ε) 

] (∫ z 
z [ G (s ) − F (s ) ] ds 

)
dz ≥ 0 . Hence the comparative statics is not affected in the proxim-

ity of the political equilibrium if one analyses a simpler problem in which 

˜ Q = { q j } where q j ∈ arg max q ∈Q υ( ̄k ) (x i , z + ε) .

Q.E.D. 

C.2. Effects of policy changes on the next generation 

Proposition 7. If Var ( �) is large enough, then (i) the expected income of the next generation E ( w 

s ), (ii) the variance Var ( w 

s , θ )

and (iii) the coefficient of variation CV ( w 

s , θ ) of the income distribution of the next generation are all weakly increasing in x i .

Moreover, if the expected marginal returns to public education are weakly decreasing in parental income, then (iv) he total effect

of a marginal increase in θ on Var ( w 

s ) and CV ( w 

s ) is ambiguous. 

Proof. (i) Differentiate E ( w 

s ) with respect to θ . ∂E[ w 

s (x,w ) | w ] 
∂x i 

= ρt+1 

{∫ z 
z 

∂ ̃ ε(x,z) 
∂x i 

k [ H(x i , z + ˜ ε) − Ȟ ( ̌q , z + ˜ ε)]+ 

∫ ˜ ε
ε [ H 1 (x i , z + ε)]

kd εr(θ, z) d z + ωs ′ (x i ) 

}
which using the formula for ∂ ̃ ε(x,z) 

∂x i 
becomes ∂E[ w 

s (x,w ) | w ] 
∂x i 

= ρt+1 

[ ∫ z 
z −kH 1 (x i , z + ˜ ε)+ 

∫ ˜ ε
ε H 1 (x i , z + ε)

kd εr(θ, z) d z + ωs ′ (x i ) 
] 

. Notice that 
∫ ˜ ε
ε [ H 1 (x i , z + ε) ] kd εr(θ, z) d z + ωs ′ (x i ) > 0 for all x if s ′ ( x i ) ≥ 0. Recall V ar(�) = ( ̄ε −

ε) 2 / 12 . As Var ( �) → ∞ it must be true that k = 1 / ( ̄ε − ε) → 0 . Thus, because H 1 (x i , z + ˜ ε) is finite by assumption, then

there exists ˆ k ∈ [0 , ∞ ) such that if k ≤ ˆ k then 

∂E[ w 

s (x,w ) | w ] 
∂x i 

≥ 0 . (ii) The derivative of the variance the income of the next

generation Var ( w 

s , θ ) is given by the following: 

∂V ar(w 

s ) 

∂x i 
= 

∫ z 

z 

∂ ̃  ε

∂x i 
k 
[
H(x i , z + ˜ ε) 2 − Ȟ ( ̌q , z + ˜ ε) 2 

]
︸ ︷︷ ︸ 

A 

+2 

∫ ˜ ε

ε

[
H(x i , z + ε) H 1 (x i , z + ε) − E (u ) 

∂E (w 

s ) 

∂x i 

]
︸ ︷︷ ︸ 

B 

kd εg(z) d z 

= 

∂ ̃  ε

∂x i 
k 
[
H(x i , z + ˜ ε) 2 − Ȟ ( ̌q , z + ˜ ε) 2 

][
H(x i , z + ˜ ε) + Ȟ ( ̌q , z + ˜ ε) − 2 E(w 

s ) 
]

︸ ︷︷ ︸ 
A 

+ 2 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ˜ ε

ε
H 1 (x i , z + ε) [ H(x i , z + ε) − E(w 

s ) ] kd εg(z) d z ︸ ︷︷ ︸ 
B 

= 

Thus, B ≤ ∫ z 
z 

∫ ε̄
ε H 1 (x i , z + ε)] [ H(x i , z + ε) − E(w 

s ) ] kdεg( z) dz if z + ˜ ε(x i , z) ≥ E(z + ε) and H is concave in w , because of

Jensen’s inequality. Lastly, recall H 1 ( x i , w ) is decreasing in w , which implies: ∫ z 

z 

∫ ε̄

ε
H 1 (x i , z + ε)] [ H(x i , z + ε) − E(w 

s ) ] kdεg( z) dz ≤

≤ E z,ε[ H 1 (x i , z + ε)] 

∫ z 

z 

∫ ε̄

ε
[ H(x i , z + ε) − E(w 

s ) ] kd εg(z) d z = 0 

Thus B is negative. The sign of A is ambiguous, but the magnitude tend to zero as k becomes large (i.e. the variance in-

creases). Thus the variance of the income distribution of the next generation is decreasing in x i . (iii) Regarding the coeffi-

cient of variation notice that it is defined as CV (w 

s ) = 

√ 

V ar(w 

s ) /E(w 

s ) . Recall from Proposition 10 that E ( w 

s ) is increasing

in x i for sufficiently small k . Thus it is decreasing in x i if Var ( w 

s ) is. (iv) Notice that dVar(w 

s ) 
dθ

= 

∂Var(w 

s ) 
∂θ

+ 

∂Var(w 

s ) 
∂x i 

dx i 
dθ

. The first

part ∂Var(w 

s ) 
∂θ

may be positive, but as the second part has negative sign if MRE ( x, w ) is decreasing in w for all x, w , then the

sign of the total effect is ambiguous. �

References 

Abdullah, A.H. , Doucouliagos, H.E. , Manning, E. , 2015. Does education reduce income inequality? a meta-regression analysis. J. Econ. Surv. 29 (2), 301–316 . 

Alesina, A. , Baqir, R. , Easterly, W. , 1999. Public goods and ethnic divisions. Q. J. Econ. 114 (4), 1243–1284 . 
Alesina, A. , Glaeser, E. , Sacerdote, B. , 2001. Why Doesn’t the US Have a European-style Welfare System? Brookings Papers on Economic Activity . 

Altonji, J.G. , Dunn, T.A. , 1996. The effects of family characteristics on the return to education. Rev. Econ. Stat. 78 (4), 692–704 . MIT Press. 

Aranson, P. , Hinich, M. , Ordeshook, P. , 1974. Election goals and strategies: equivalent and nonequivalent candidate objectives. Am. Polit. Sci. Rev. 68, 135–152 .
Arcalean, C. , Schiopu, I. , 2016. Inequality, opting-out and public education funding. Soc. Choice. Welfare 46 (4), 811–837 . 

Banks, J.S. , Duggan, J. , Banks, S.C. , Strategic Decisions: Essays in Honor of Jeffrey, S. , 2005. Probabilistic Voting in the Spatial Model of Elections: The Theory
of Office-Motivated Candidates. Springer, New York, pp. 15–56 . 

Becker, G. S., Kominers, S. D., Murphy, K. M., Spenkuch, J. L., 2015. A theory of intergenerational mobility. Working Paper. 
Becker, G.S. , Tomes, N. , 1986. Human Capital and the Rise and Fall of Families. J. Labor Econ. 4 (3), 1–39 . University of Chicago Press. 

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0004
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0004
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0004
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0004
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1001
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0006
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0006
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0006
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0006
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0006
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0008
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0008
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0008
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0008


52 V. Dotti / Research in Economics 73 (2019) 35–52 

 

 

 

 

Besley, T. , Coate, S. , 1991. Public provision of private goods and the redistribution of income. Am. Econ. Rev. 81, 979–984 . 
Besley, T. , Coate, S. , 1997. An economic model of representative democracy. Q. J. Econ. 108 (1), 85–114 . 

Boustan, L. , Ferreira, F. , Winkler, H. , Zolt, E.M. , 2010. Inequality and Local Government: Evidence from U.S. Cities and School Districts, 1970–20 0 0, Law and
Economics Workshop, Berkeley Program in Law and Economics. UC Berkeley . 

Brenner, D., Rubinstein, Y., 2012. The Returns to Education and Family Income. Working Paper. 
Card, D. , 2001. Estimating the return to schooling: progress on some persistent econometric problems. Econometrica 69 (5), 1127–1160 . 

Coons, J.E. , Clune, W.H. , Sugarman, S.D. , 1970. Private Wealth and Public Education. Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge, MA . 

Corcoran, S. , Evans, W.N. , 2010. Income inequality, the median voter, and the support for public education. Department of Economics, University of Notre
Dame . 

de la Croix, D. , Doepke, M. , 2009. To segregate or to integrate: education politics and democracy. Rev. Econ. Stud. 76 (2), 597–628 . 
De Mello, L. , Tiongson, E.R. , 2006. Income inequality and redistributive government spending. Public Finance Rev. 34, 282–305 . 

Downs, A. , 1957. An Economic Theory of Democracy. Harper Collins, New York . 
Easterly, W. , Rebelo, S. , 1993. Fiscal policy and economic growth: an empirical investigation. J. Monet. Econ. 32 (3), 417–458 . Elsevier. 

Enelow, J.M. , Hinich, M.J. , 1989. A general probabilistic spatial theory of elections. Public Choice 61, 101–113 . 
Epple, D. , Romano, R.E. , 1996. Ends against the middle: determining public service provision when there are private alternatives. J. Public Econ. 62 (3),

297–325 . Elsevier. 

Epple, D. , Romano, R.E. , 1996. Public provision of private goods. J. Polit. Econ. 104, 57–84 . 
Ferná ndez, R. , Rogerson, R. , 1995. On the political economy of education subsidies. Rev. Econ. Stud. 62 (2), 249–262 . 

Glomm, G. , 2004. Inequality, majority voting and the redistributive effects of public education funding. Pac. Econ. Rev. 9 (2), 93–101 . 
Glomm, G. , Ravikumar, B. , 1998. Opting out of publicly provided services: a majority voting result. Soc. Choice Welfare 15 (2), 197–199 . 

Glomm, G. , Ravikumar, B. , 2003. Public education and income inequality. Eur. J. Polit. Econ. 19, 289–300 . 
Goldin, C., Katz, L. F., 1997. Why the United States Led in Education: Lessons from Secondary School Expansion, 1910 to (1940). NBER Working Papers. 

Gouveia, M. , 1997. Majority rule and the public provision of health care. Public Choice 93, 221–244 . 

Grandmont, J.M. , 1978. Intermediate preferences and the majority rule. Econometrica 46, 317–330 . 
Levy, G. , 2005. The politics of public provision of education. Q. J. Econ. 120 (4), 1507–1534 . 

Lind, J.T. , 2007. Fractionalization and the size of government. J. Public Econ. 91 (1–2), 51–76 . 
Lindbeck, A. , Weibull, J.W. , 1987. Balanced-budget redistribution as the outcome of political competition. Public Choice 52 (3), 273–297 . 

Luttmer, E.F.P. , 2001. Group loyalty and the taste for redistribution. J. Polit. Econ. 109, 500–528 . 
Meltzer, A. , Richard, S. , 1981. A rational theory of the size of government. J. Polit. Econ. 89 (5), 914–927 . 

Naito, K. , Nishida, K. , 2012. The effects of income inequality on education policy and economic growth. Theor. Econ. Lett. 2, 109–113 . 

Perotti, R. , 1996. Growth, income distribution, and democracy: what the data say. J. Econ. Growth 1 (2) . 149–87. 
Plott, C.R. , 1967. A notion of equilibrium and its possibility under majority rule. Am. Econ. Rev. 57, 787–806 . 

Roemer, J.E. , 1999. The democratic political economy of progressive taxation. Econometrica 67, 1–19 . 
Stiglitz, J.E. , 1974. The demand for education in public and private school systems. J. Public Econ. 3 (349–385), 61 . 

Sylwester, K. , 20 0 0. Income inequality, education expenditures, and growth. J. Dev. Econ. 63, 379–398 . 
Sylwester, K. , 2002. Can education expenditures reduce income inequality? Econ. Educ. Rev. 21, 43–52 . 

United States Census Bureau / American FactFinder. B11001: Household Type (Including Living Alone). 2007–2011 American Community Survey. U.S. Census

Bureau’s American Community Survey Office, 2011. Web. 1 January 2013 http://factfinder2.census.gov . 
Usher, D. , 1977. The welfare economics of the socialization of commodities. J. Public. Econ. 8 (2), 151–168 . Elsevier. 

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0009
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0009
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0009
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0012
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0012
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0012
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0012
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0012
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0014
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0014
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1002
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0017
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0017
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0017
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0018
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0018
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0018
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0019
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0019
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0021
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0021
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0021
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0022
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0022
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0022
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0022
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0023
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0023
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0023
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0024
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0024
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0024
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0026
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0026
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0026
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0027
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0027
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0027
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0028
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0028
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0029
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0029
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0031
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0031
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0032
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0032
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0032
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref1003
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0033
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0033
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0033
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0034
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0034
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0034
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0036
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0036
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0037
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0037
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0038
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0038
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0039
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0039
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0040
http://factfinder2.census.gov
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0041
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0041
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1090-9443(19)30041-9/sbref0041

	The political economy of public education
	1 Introduction
	2 Facts and literature
	3 Probabilistic voting with non-convex preferences
	3.1 Setup
	3.1.1 Interaction between public and private provision

	3.2 Comparative statics
	3.2.1 General publicly provided good
	3.2.2 Interpretation as weighted average


	4 Publicly provided opting-out good: public education
	4.1 Effects on future generations
	4.2 Vouchers

	5 Comparison with other kinds of publicly provided goods
	5.1 Exclusive public provision (pure public good)
	5.2 Top-up goods
	5.2.1 Pure private goods: undifferentiated consumption good
	5.2.2 Imperfect public good with supplementation: public health insurance


	6 Conclusions
	Acknowledgments
	Appendix A Simple Downsian model
	Appendix B Existence and uniqueness with opting-out or top-up
	B.1 Existence
	B.2 Utilitarian outcome
	B.3 Comparative statics

	Appendix C Income inequality and public education
	C.1 Multiple discrete options on the private market
	C.2 Effects of policy changes on the next generation

	References


