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Alessandro Maria Bruni
(Italy, Venice)

The Old Georgian tradition of the book of Esther
and its value for the textual criticism of the Bible

The biblical book of Esther has come down to us in Greek in two different text-
types: the first is known as the Septuagint version (= LXX-Esth), while the second as
the Alphatext (AT-Esth). There is no consensus among scholars about which of the
two Greek redactions is the older. Recent studies have challenged the widespread
belief that LXX-Esth is the earliest text-type and that AT-Esth is a subsequent
revision of it. Both Greek redactions preserve six additional sections, known as
“expansions A-B-C-D-E-F”, which are not to be found in Hebrew sources (they are
almost identical in the two text-types). The AT-Esth survives in four testimonies
only, while the LXX-Esth has a large manuscript attestation. A synoptic edition
based on the whole Greek evidence has been published by R. Hanhart in 1966 in the
Gottingen series “Septuaginta:Vetus Testamentum Graecum”. The critical apparatus
includes collation with all existing Christian translations with the exception of the
Georgian and the Old Church Slavonic versions.

The present paper discusses the Old Georgian tradition of Esther and itsrelevance
for the textual history of the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures. The importance of this
corpus consists in being the sole Eastern tradition to preserve a complete translation
of the AT-Esth, which is to be found in the “Oshki Bible” dating from the year 978
(Mount Athos, Iviron Monastery). This crucial aspect has finally been brought to the
attention of the international scientific community in the series “Textual History
of the Bible” (www.brill.com/view/serial/ THB). The rest of the Georgian tradition
replicates the LXX-Esth and consists of four codices of the fifteenth-early eighteen
centuries. A synoptic edition based on all available manuscript evidence has been
recently published by the National Centre of Manuscripts in Tbilisi. The Old Georgian
version of the AT-Esth has not yet been the subject of a detailed comparative analysis
with its Greek original. In this regard, the author offers some preliminary remarks
highlighting the value of the Georgian AT-Esth for the textual criticism of the Bible
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